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Air passenger data: EP to vote on Court ruling next week
unless Commission withdraws agreement

The plenary of the European Parliament will vote next Tuesday to refer the EU-US air passenger
data transfers agreement to the Court, unless the Commission announces in a statement to
MEPs on Monday that it is withdrawing the agreement, according to ELDR Group leader Graham
Watson MEP (Lib Dem/UK).

Commenting on the decision taken by the Conference of Presidents this afternoon, Mr Watson
said:

"Parliamentary group leaders held a thorough debate on the issue of air passenger data transfers
with President Cox this afternoon. Although many of us feel that Parliament's position on the
issue of seeking a Court ruling is clear, we decided to request a statement by the Commission on
Monday on the issue. Unless the Commission announces that they are withdrawing the
agreement and submitting a full international agreement to Parliament for consideration, MEPs
will vote on Tuesday on whether to refer the matter to the European Court of Justice."

"Parliament has expressed its grave concerns on the legality of air passenger data transfers to
the US on at least three occasions over the past year. Recently, three separate committees have
recommended that Parliament should seek an opinion from the European Court of Justice on this
issue. It seems clear to me from today's discussion that a majority of MEPs will support legal
action if necessary."

"By giving the Commission the opportunity to make a statement on Monday, Parliament is going
the extra mile to avoid a showdown. | hope that even at this late stage, the Commission will opt to
avoid confrontation by withdrawing its proposal rather than forcing us to take this matter to Court."
"We share the commitment of the United States to fighting terrorism, but we will not ride
roughshod over the privacy rights of Europeans in this fight."
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