Answe of the Federal Government to the Minor I nterpdlation tabled by the Members of the Bundestag

Andrg Hunko, Wolfgang Gehrcke, Annette Groth, Inge Hoger, Ulla Jelpke, Petra Pau, Kathrin Vogler,

HalinaWawa/niak and the L €t Party parliamentary group

— Bundestag Printed paper 18-1196 of 11.04.2014 —

Measures by the European Union and the Federal Government on migration control and police

cooperation in Bdarus

Prdiminary remark by the questione's

Interest in EU security cooperation with Bdarus increased with the creation of the EU’'s “Easten
Partnership”, which is part of the “European Neghbourhood Policy’ (http://mwww.auswaertiges-
amt.de/caelserviet/contentbl ob/384192/publication File/4340/Aktionsplan-Bericht2-de.pdf). Since 2009 a
labour agreement has been in place beween the EU border agency Frontex and the Bdarusian border
police (Bundestag Printed paper 17/10925). Whilst the European Union has banned 242 members of the
Bdarus Government from entering the EU, the European Commission is @ the sametimein the process of
negotiating a deportation agreement. As a result of this, undesirabe immigrants in the EU could be
deported back to Bdarus, where they wauld be detained in inhuman conditions. The international police
organisation Interpol also praises  cooperation with Bdarus  (http://news.bdtaby/
en/news/sod ety?id=734664). The EU and Federal Government have at times been reticent on theissue of
police cooperation with the Government in Bdarus But Bdarusian police officers are again receiving
training in the shape of a “Sudy visit on border control during internaiond sport events’
(http://ec.europa.eu/enl argement/tai ex/dyn/ta ex-events/detail _en.jsp?Eventl D=55961). At the sametimethe
President of Bdarus has announced a complete r eorganisation of the border agency, to incdude the use of
drones (http://news.betaby/en/news/society?id=740205). According to aher reports the country will be
cooperating with Ecuadar on this (http://www.janes.com/artid & 31896/bd arus-and-ecuador-to-collabor ate-
on-uav-devdopment).The EU has allegedly already invested 50 million euros in equipment for the
Bdarusian bode agency baween 2002 and 2012, with a further 40 million to follov
(http://bd arusdigest.com/story/bd arus-eu-border-iron-curtain-or-safety-valve-16842). The Internationd
Organization for Migration (IOM) is also cooperating with Bdarus on the projects MIGRAMEL-
MIGRAMOL and* Strenghening the Survellance Capacity on the Green and BlueBorder between Bdarus
and the Ukraine' (www.iom.int/jahia/Jahiabdarus). The EU had previously contributed 2.6 million euros
for facilities at the Bdarus-Ukraine border in 2011. Most of this money was spent on technical equipment
for border posts.



ThelOM is how hdping Bdarus with another project entitled “ Risk Analysisin Border Management in
Bdarus' (RANBEL), which is a continuation of their earlier cooperation (http://newsbedta.by/en/news/
soci ety?id=734448).

The Federal Police Force and public order support forces have provided support to police and militia forces
in Bdarusin thepast, through a number of different projects. According to the Federal Government this
cooperation is “an important part of ‘anticipatory strategy’" (Bundestag Printed paper 17/10742). Between

2008 and 2011 German police officers provided instruction in operations and strategy to some 500 officials
from Bdarus. The support given induded the supply of computers and vehices. According to the Federal

Government thiswas to “bring Bdarus up to EU standards with the German police force serving as an
example” Primacy had been given to the requirement tha every policy action had to be “lawful and
proportionate’ (Bundestag Printed paper 17/194). Germany's Federal Police Force had also hdped out the
border authorities at the Terespol border crossing The Federal Criminal Police Office (BKA) hdd
workshops in Minsk on “Operations analysis’, at which the fundamentals and methods of police
information processing were demonstrated. A presentation of the “ Analyst’s Notebook” software, which can
be used to cross-link individuds, events and locations, was given to members of various police units Areas
targeted induded “drugs crime’, “international terrorism”, “ human trafficking/people smuggling”, but also
“cybercrimé’. The criterion for measures of this kind was whether or not the aid to a benefidary country
had discernible “police implications’ for Germany. The specific cooperation details were agreed by the
Federal Ministry of the Interior, the Federal Foreign Office and the German Embassy in Minsk. Further
support was coordinated by the Commander-in-Chief of the Public Order Support Forces of the L ander.
The L ander involved were Saxony, Lower Saxony and Baden-Wurttemberg (T agesspiegd, 23 August 2012).
Partnersin Bdaruswere senior officials of the State Barder Committee and the Minidry of I nternal Affairs.
Spedialist unitswere also involved: in August 2010 four staff officers of the border agency recdived training
with Border Protection Group 9. This covered “management and resources’, and troop sdection

procedures. The expertise imparted will beused by border guards to combat “illegal migration”.

The Government of Bdarusis endeavouring, through a number of initiaives, tonormaliseitsrdationswith
the EU. The Foreign Minister declared that the country wasan “island of stahility and safety” and was keen
to remain “independent and sovereign” but at the same time have “normal rdations with the EU”
(http://eapmigrationpand.orgpaged7280.html). But the EU’s demand for therdease of political prisoners
“should be handled by the law instead of political decisions’. The stae news agency reports that
“cooperation between Bdarus andthe European Union was discussed” at the Bdarusian Foreign Ministry

in February (http://news.beta by/de/news/politics?id=740478).



Deputy Foreign Minister Ydena Kupchina had met for talks with Dirk Schuebd, Head of the Eastern
Partnership Bilateral Division in the European External Action Service. The focus had been on “ prospects
of cooperation in areas of mutud interest”. The Deputy Foreign Minister of Bdarus had previously met in
January with German Ambassador Wolfram Maas, sesking his hdp in improving rdations with the EU
(http://newsbdta.by/en/news/politics?id=738531). At the same time according to media reports the
Government is working to widen the laws on dedaring a state of emergency and to further curtail press
freedom (http://www.indexoncensor ship.org/2014/02/bd arus-l egal -framewor ks-regul ations-stifle-new-
compstitors). In March journaligs intendng to report on protests against the secession of the Crimean
peninsulawere detained (http://baj.by/en/node/24210).

We ask theFederal Government:

1. What has been the Federal Government’s position at EU levd on security cooperation with Bearus

over thelast two years, and how has its pogtion changed during that period?

The Federd Government is not involved in any bilaerd action to provide help to security agend es in Bdarus
with regard to (border) policetraining or equipment. At European Union levd too it has advised caution over
messures of police security cooperaion with the Republic of Bdaus. In connection with the Eastern
Patnership, the Federd Government opposed the inclusion of Bdarus in the Eastern Partnership Police
Cooperation Programme. It supports the prolongation of the European Union's ams embago on Bedaus,
induding aban on exports of goods that might be used for purposes of internd repression. This pasition has not

changed over the last two years.

2. How far does the Federal Government regardit asnecessary at present toassi¢ Bdarusian agendiesin

the control of the country s borders of migration or of political gatherings?
See answer to Question 1.

3. To what extent is suppart for Bdarusian agencies deemed more important now than in 2012, when

fierce criticism of the Bearus regime prompted atemporary freeze on international assistance?

See answer to Question 1.



4. Can the Federal Government confirm that the EU has already invested 50 million euros between
2002 and 2012 in equipping the Bdarusian border agency, that 72 million have been invested in
similar  projets and that further spending of 40 million is planned
(http://bd arusdigest.com/story/be arus-eu-border-iron-curtain-or-safety-val ve-16842)?

What proportion of these sums was spent on which projects, and which German autharities were

involved?

The European Union funds regiond measures of integraed border management as pat of the Eastern
Partnership. In past years Bearus too has taken part in regiond measures of cross-border cooperaion with
funding from the European Neighbourhood Partnership Instrument. Bdarus has taken pat or is currently
taking pat in three such regiond measures of cross-border cooperaion (L aviaLithuaniaB darus, Poland-
Ukraine-Bdarus, and the Bdtic Sea Region Progranme). T he Federd Government does not have a breakdown

of the proportion of funds for these regiona measures which goes to each of the participating states.

German agencies are not involved in these projects.

5. Totheknowledge of the Federal Government, how has the labour agreement between the EU border

agency Frontex andtheBearusian border agency been implemented since it was gned?

The Federd Government is aware of the following cooperation activities between Frontex and the Bearusian

border agency:

e paticipation in the EU’ sEastern Border Risk AnaysisNeawork (EB-RAN);

e oonsultation on border management during the ice hockey world championship in Beaus;

e paticipaion in Frontex traning eventsto combat the crime of people smuggling;

e paticipaion in the globa conference of nationd border service heads, organised by Frontex;
e paticipaion in European Border Police Day, organised by Frontex;

e paticipaion in the conference on automated border control, organised by Frontex.

6. What information does the Federal Government have on the “ Risk Analysisin Border Management in
Bdarus’ (RANBEL) project of the International Organization for Migration (I0M)? Who are the

project’s beneficiaries?



The Federd Government has no information on this project of the Internationd Organization for Migration.

7. What information doestheFederal Government have on President Lukashenko’sannouncement that
drones aretobe usad in barder control operationsand on other reports of proposed cooperation with

Ecuador (http:/newsbdta.by/en/newd'soci ety?id=740205, and http:/Mww.janes.com/article/31896
/belarus-and-ecuador -to-col abor ate-on-uav-deve opment)?

The Federd Government is aware of media reports of these statements by President Lukashenko. It has no

further information concerning them.

8. What does the Federal Government know of the current state of negotiations between the EU and

Bdarus on visafadlitation?
a) When were such negotiations agreed, begun, suspended or resumed?

b) Does the Federal Government know what Bdarusian Foregn Minister Uladzimir Makey said on

the subject & the recent Eastern Partnership summit?

¢) Does the Federal Government know the significance of the Deputy Foreign Minister’s

announcement of the official launch of visa fadlitaion talks (http://bdarusdgest.com/story/

be ar us-eu-border-iron-curtain-or-safety-val ve-16842)?

The Council of the European Union gave the European Commission a mandate to open taks with Bearus on
visa fadlitaion on 28 February 2011. The European Union is especidly keen to secure an easing of
requirements for Bdarusian cdivil society. On 1 June 2011 the European Commission made a negotiation offer
to Bdarus accordingly. During his atendance a the Eastern Partnership summit in Vilnius Bdarusian Foreign
Minister Makey said on 29 November 2013 tha Bdarus was willing to start negotiations on visa fadlitation.
During her visit to Brussds a the end of January 2014, Deputy Foreign Minister Kupchina formdly agreed to
the launch of negotiations. The European Commission gave Bdarus a key issues pgper for a possible

agreement on visafadlitation. Actua negotiaions have not begun as yet.



9. What istheposition of the Federal Government on the European Commisson’s resumption of talks
on a deportation agreement with Bearus and what opposition has it encountered in the rdevant

working parties of theCouncil?

On 28 February 2011 the Coundil aso gave the Commission a mandate to negotiate areadmission agreement
with Bdarus. On 1 June 2011 the European Commission made a hegotiation offer to Bdarus accordingly. An
EU medting a expet level was hdd on this on 24 January 2014. At that megting the Cammission sad that the
progress of talks with Bearus depended on how the pditica situation in Bearus deve oped.

10. What isthe podtion of the Federal Government on the EU’strave ban on members of the Bdarusan

Government, and how has it presented that position in the rdevant working parties of theCouncil?

As aresult of the damp-down that followed the presidentid € ections of December 2010, the European Union
decided among other things to impase trave restrictions on Government representatives responsible for serious
breaches of human rights or acts of repression aganst civil sociey and the opposition. The Federd
Government and European Union demand the release and rehabilitation of dl politicd prisoners in B aus and
the ending of repression against civil society, the opposition and independent media. T he restrictions imposed
by the European Union were recently prolonged in October 2013 for a further year. Resolutions to that effect

were supported by the Federd Government in the bodies of the Coundil.

11. What information does the Federal Government have on the EU prgect “ Study visit on border control

duringinternational spat events” ?
a) Who istargeted by the project, and what isthe content to be imparted?
b) Whoisin charge of the measure?

As the Federd Government understands it, thisis a Europesn Commission messure implemented under the
aggis of the TAIEX (T echni cd Assistance and Information Exchange) Instrument. TAIEX is an instrument of
the European Commission’ s Directorate-Generd for Enlargement and one of its rol es is to provide advi ce to
states covered by the European Neighbourhood Policy. The main work of TAIEX is technicd assistance with
the adoption of EU | egd standards. Measures are carri ed out by experts from the Member Staes, paticulaly
in the form of study visits and seminars. The Federd Government is not involved in this project. The Federd
Government has no information on it other than the detals publidy avalabl e from the source which the
questioners quote in ther prdiminay remaks (http://ec.europa.eu/enlargement/taiexdyn/taiex-
events/detail_en.jsp?Event|D=55961).



12. How does the Federal Government assess the paosition regarding press freedom in Bdarus, andin what

terms hasit madeits views dear in ministerial talks? Which ministershasit talked to?

There are significant constraints on press freedom in Belarus. Radio and teevision are overwhdmingly state-
controlled. Independent media criticd of the regime are subjected to pressure from the authorities. They can
have their licence withdrawn for politica ressons. Independent journdists routindy suffer temporary detention
when demonstrations are taking place. In some cases crimind investigaion proceadings are opened. Both in
bilaerd exchanges and in EU-led tdks with the Beausian authorities, especidly representatives of the
Foreign Ministry, the Federd Government works to improve the human rights situaion in Bdawus. In
paticular it presses for comprenensive respect for press freedom and an improvement in the situaion of

independent media

13. With which Bdarusian authorities have police officers under federal control cooperated? Does the
Federal Government know of any cooperation by police officers of the Lander? To which units do

these bdong, and to which ministries are they answerable?

14. What assistance has been given since 2012 with training or equipment (indudng mutual work
shadowing or aher visits) by German police forces and inteligence agencies under federal control?
Does the Federal Government know of any such assistance by public order support forces of the
Lande? And what plans aretherefor further projects (pleaselist in an annex, in the sameway asin
Bundestag Printed paper 17/11077)?

a) What was the aim and purposeof these assstance measures?
b) Who istargeted by the project, and what wadisthe content to be imparted?
¢ Who wadisin charge of the measures concerned?
T he substance of Questions 13 and 14 is relaed, sothey are answered together, as follows.

See the Federd Government’ s answer to Question 12 in the Minor Interpdlaion (Bundestag Printed pgper
17/10742 of 24 September 2012) tabl ed by the Left Paty parliamentary group. Since 2012 no measures of
bilaerd (border) police training and equipment assistance hav e been conducted by German authorities. There

are, moreover, no plans for any such attivities.



15. Tothe knowledge of the Federal Government, how many German police officers have been in Bearus
in thelineof duty during 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014, and for what purposewere they there

(please give details in atable)?

Federd Police Force

Year Purpose Number of German police
officers in Belarus
2009-2012 Posting of a border police liaison officer to the German 1
Embassy in Minsk
2009-2010 Posting of a document and visa adviser to the German 1
Embassy in Minsk
2009 Two working visits for management-level talks 3
2009 Course “Combating document crime and abuse” 2
2009 Seminar “Introduction to the work of police dogs and their |5
handlers”
2009 Seminar “Com bating illegal migration” 3
2010 Visit to attend a meeting of the Working Group of Border 1
Service Heads
2010 Visit to celebrate the 65th anniversary of the border 1
prote ction unitat Minsk Airport
2010 Visit on the occasion of the accreditation of the border 2
police liaison officer attached to the German Embassy in
Minsk
2010 Seminar “lllegal migra tion” 3
2010 Seminar “Document security” 3
2011 Work shadowing (Focal theme: Combating illegal migration |2
at Minsk Airport)
2011 Seminar “Risk and crime analysis" 3
Federal Criminal Police Office:
Year Purpose| Number of German police
officers in Belarus
2009 Course “Operations analysis” 1
2009 Course “Vehicle identification” 2
2010 Management-level working visit for talks on international 3
police cooperation




2010 S . R 2
Participation in international conference in Minsk

“Combating trafficking in human beings”

2010 ) 2

Working visit on “T raining management/staff training’

2011 .. . 1
0 Duty visit for talks on the crime of people

smuggling

2013 . . . . 2
Duty visit for talks on serious and organised crime

Commander-in-Chief of the Public Order Support Forces of the Lédnder:

Year Purpose Number of German police
officers in Belarus

2009 Commander-in-Chief’s visit to Minsk 2

2010 Commander-in-Chief’s visit to Minsk 3

2010 Seminar at the Minsk Police Academy 5

2010 Review 2

16. To the knowledge of the Federal Government, hov many Bearusian police officers have been in
Germany in theline of duty during 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014, and for what purpose were
they there (please give details in atable):

Federd Police Force

Year Purpose Number of Belarusian
police officersin

Germany




2009 Seminar “Border police analysis and 3
assessment"

2009 . . . .
Introduction of border police to duties and aviation safety
atBerlin Airport

2 .. . . 1

009 Visit by cadets from the Belarus Border Service Institute to >

the Federal Police Academy (BPOLAK)

2010 L . 4
Management-level visit by the state Border Service to
Federal Police Head quarters (BPOLP)

2010 e . . 4
Briefing on aviation safety organised by BPOLAK and the
Federal Police Regional Office — Frankfurt Airport (BPOLD
FFM)

2010 Work shadowing for Belarusian cadets at BPOLAK 18

2010
Working visit by Belarusian Border Service to Federal Police
Special Forces (GSG 9)

2010 Seminar “Border police analysis and assessment" 4

201 . L . . 4

010 Exchange of experience on “Combating illegal migration”

2010 , . 1
Work shadowing for a member of the Border Service at
BPOLAK

2011 s . . . .
Briefing visit by experts on experience at the Joint Centre in
Swiecko

2011

Introduction of Belarusian docume nt specialists to the work

of the document verification unit at BPOLD FFM




Federal Criminal Police Office

Year Purpose Number of Belarusian police

officers in Germany

2009 Attendance by representatives of the Ministry of the 2

Interior at the 12th European Police Congress in Berlin

2009 Working visit on “Human trafficking" 3

2010 Working visit by forensic experts from Minsk on 3

“ammunition casing examination, D NA tests, fingerprint

identification and AFIS”

2010 Working visit on “Identification of and chemical research on

explosives"

Commander-in-Chief of the Public Order Support Forces of the Lénder:

Year Purpose . .
P Number of Belarusian police

officers in Germany

2009 Seminar “Organisation and work of the 4

Lower Saxony public order support force"
2009 Observation of policing operations in Leipzig 4

2010 Observation of policing operations at demonstrations on >

the anniversary of the bom bing of Dresden

2010 Seminar “Policing of major events” 3
2010 Period of study at the police college 2
2010 Observation of policing operation during protests against 3

the transport of nuclear waste

17. How arefederal authorities cooperatingwith Bdarus on security arrangementsfor the 2014 ice hockey

world championship? Who arether partners?

Since 2012 no messures of bilaterd (border) police traning and equipment assistance have been conducted by
German authorities. The same goplies to messures by the Bdarusian authorities in connection with security

arangements for the 2014 ice hockey world championship.



18. What information does the Federal Government have on initiatives by the Bdarusian Government to

normalise reationswith theEU, andwhat concdusions and conseguences doesit draw from these?

The Government of Bdarus, in discussions with representatives of the European Union and its Member States,
routindy seeks closer ties with the European Union. It particul aly emphasises the wish of Bdarusto play a
comprehensive pat in the Eastern Patnership. During the Eastern Partnership summit, Foreign Minister
Makey said on 29 November 2013 that Bdarus was willing to take up the European Union’ s offer of talks on a

visafacilitation agreement.

The Federd Government fully endorsed the European Union's decision to make Bdarus a pat of the
multilaerd dimension of the Eastern Patnership and in this context it advocates opening up Europesn
cooperation to indude Bdarus, in the interests of that country’ s people It emphaticaly supports the objective
of the European Union to secure an easing of conditions for divil society in Bdaus and enhance peopleto-
people contacts through the conclusion of a visa facilitaion agreement. The Federd Government takes the
view tha significant progress must be made on improving the human rights situation in Bearus before there
can be any resumption of comprehensive cooperation between Bd arus and the European Union. That applies

especidly to the matter of politicd prisoners.

19. To what extent and through what initiatives has the Federal Government itsdf made efforts towards

that end since 2012?

Since December 2010 the Federd Government has strengthened its support for civil society in Bdarus and
through European Union channds too it advocaes greaer efforts to hdp divil society in Bdarus. It promotes
people-to-people contacts and culturd, academic and scientific exchange and is willing to deveop its ties with

Bdarus further in these areas.

In tdks with the Bdarusian authorities, the Federd Government routindy cdls for significant progress on
human rights, before there can be any resumption of comprehensive cooperation. It suggests that offers of
support from internationd organisations amed a improving the human rights situation in Bdarus should be

taken up.



20. What mestingshave German ambassadorshdd since 2012 with which Bdarusian authorities or
ministries?

Senior diplomats a the German Embassy in Minsk have hed regular tadks since 2012 with representaives of

the Bdarusian Gov ernment, opposition and civil society. At these medtings the Federd Government’ s position

on these matters was routindy made d ear to the Bd arusian Government, in partticular to representatives of the

Foreign Ministry.

21. What is the Federal Government’s postion regardingthe EU’s demand for the re ease of political

prisoners?

The Federd Government supports the European Union's demand for politicd prisoners in Bdarus to be
rel essed.

a) Which prisoners does the Federal Government deem to be political prisoners, what criteria doesit
apply in defining them as such, andto wha extent are those criteria different from those applied

by Lithuanian Members of Parliament (http:/humanrightshause org/Articles/20048.html)?

b) What information does the Federal Government have regarding the number of persons hdd as
political prisoners since 2010, and does it know how this figure has changed in the years 2011,
2012, 2013 and 2014?

¢ Towhat extent is categorisation asa political prisoner, as apgied by the Federal Government or —
if it knows this by the EU too — based on a list compiled by the human rights centre Viama
(http://spring96.org/en/news/49539, and http:// palitviazi.info/?lang=en)?

d) With which human rights organisations do federal authorities — or the EU, if the Federal
Government knows this — cooperate on the matter of political prisoners, and to what extent is it
these organisationswhich categorise people aspolitical prisoners?

Custodid sentences, once known, are examined jointly by the European Union and its Member States to seei f
they are politicdly motivated. Persons recognised as politicd prisoners by the European Union are identified by
agreement between the ambassadors of the EU Member Staes and the EU Deegation to Bdaus. The
assessment of whether a conviction should be regarded as politicdly motivated is based on the specific
circumstances of each case of detention examined. This assessment draws on a multiplicity of information
sources. The Federd Government and European Union dso take note of reports from internationa and locd
Bdarusian human rights organisations. Out of particular concern not to place politicd prisoners in peril, the
European Union does not publidy identify persons it deems to have been detaned on politicd grounds

immediatdy after examining their conviction.



T he same gpplies to the publication of adefinitive list of politicd prisoners.

Since 2010 there has been adedine overdl in the number of detentions deemed by the European Union to be
politicdly motivated, most notably because prisoners have been rdeased after serving out their sentences
normdly and because some of them received a padon — in some cases after being forced to apped for

demency.

€ To what extent are anarchist prisoners also deemed by the Federal Government and EU to be

political prisoners (if they are not, whynot)?

f)  What condusions does the Federal Government draw from the petition, also signed by numerous
opposition figuresin Bdarus, which calls for anarchist prismersto beincuded in the category of
political prisoners too (http:/Avww.gopetition.com/petitionsfin-defense-of-bdarus-imprisoned-
anarchistshtml)?

Prisoners espousing anarchist causes are recognised as politicd prisoners by the Federd Government and the
European Union if, on examinaion of acase of detention of which they become avare, they concdludethat in

the light of the specific circumstances of the arrest the conviction must be deemed politicaly motivated.

22. In theview of the Federal Government, are the Council condusions of October 2012 on Bdarustill
valid?

In its condusions of 15 October 2012 the Coundil reeffirmed the European Union’s demands for significant

progress towards improving the human rights situation in Bearus and pledged its support for civil society in

the country. It dso made dear that the development of bilaterd rdations under the Eastern Partnership was

conditiond on progress towards respect by Bearus for the principles of democracy, the rule of law and human

rights. TheFederd Government continues to endorse these objectives.

23. What information doestheFederal Government have on efforts by theEuropean External Action

Service (EEAS) toimprove EU-Bdarusreations?

The Federd Government routindy impresses upon the Bearusian authorities the need for signifi cant progress
on human rights, before there can be any resumption of comprehensive cooperaion. It is cooperaing on
implementation of the European Didogue on Modernisation with Bdarus, proposed on 29 March 2012 by
Stefan File, the EU Commissoner for Enlargement and European Neighbourhood Policy. This seeks to

develop idess for politicd, socid and economic reform in Bearus.



24. To the knowledge of the Federal Government, which “prospects of cooperation in areas of mutual
interest” were addressed at the meeting between Deputy Foreign Minister Ydena Kupchina and Dirk
Schuebd, Head of the Eastern Partnership Bilaeral Division in the European External Action
Service?

The Federd Government underst ands that the meeting in question focused especidly on further devd opment
of the European Di d ogue on Modernisation with Bdarus. The Bdausian side placed particular enphasis on
the country’ s desire to pl ay a comprehensive part in the Eastern Patnership. The plan for avisa fadilitation

agreement between the European Union and Bearus was d so di scussed.

25. What was the “significant progress towards an improvement of the human rights situation in
Bdarus’, indsted on by German Ambassador Wolfram Maas at his latest meeting with the Deputy
Foreign Minister (Written question 13in Bundestag Printed paper 18/459)?

In its dedings with the Bd arusian authorities the Federd Government stresses the need for an improvement in
the human rights situation. It cals for the rdease and rehabilitation of dl politica prisoners in Bdarus and an
end to repression against civil society, the opposition and independent media T he meeting in question dedt in

particular with the issue of politica prisoners.

26. To what extent is it true that President Lukashenko also hdd a meeting with the German
Ambassador, seeking his hdp in improving rdations  with the EU
(http://news bdta.by/en/news/politics?id=738531)?

There was no such meeting. The web page cited in the question describes a press rd easse which reports on a

mexting between the German Ambassador and the Deputy Foreign Minister on 27 January 2014.

27. To the knowledge of the Federal Government, through which projects is the EU “intensifying its
support for civil society’ in Bearus (answer to Written question 13 in Bundestag Printed paper
18/459)?

The European Union supports civil society in Bdarus through a number of instruments. Following the
presidentid dections of December 2010 funds from the Stability Instrument were dlocaed to the Civil
Society Stability for Bdarus scheme. This scheme is administered by the Nordic Coundil of Ministers and
provides support for civil society organisations and independent media T hrough the* European Instrument for
Democracy and Human Rights” the European Commission provides funding in paticular for projects of non-
governmenta organisations which are designed to improve respect for democrétic principles and human rights
in Baus. Through the* Non-state Actors and Loca Authorities® programme funding is given amongst other
things to measures in the aress of socid action, environment, culture and rurd devdopment which benefit

cavil society (for example cushioning the effects of the Chernoby! disaster, socid indusion). In addition the



Annud Action Programme 2013 in favour of Bdarus indudes, in the context of the European Ne ghbourhood
and Partnership Instrument, a measure which promotes sustainable regiond deve opment in the Grodno and

Minsk regions and seeks among other things to build the capacity of regiond civil society organisations.

28. To theknowledge of the Federal Government, towhat extentis support given tothe“ oppacsition”

and who exactly isthe “ oppodtion” ?

Messures taken by the European Union are intended paticularly to strengthen respect for democratic
principles, human rights and the rule of law in Bdarus. They are dso designed to foster conditions in which
dl dtizens can exerdise their fundamentd politicd rights and freedoms. T hese ind ude the objective of holding
free and far dections, in line with the obligations incumbent on Beaus as a paticpating state in the
Organisation for Security and Cooperaion in Europe (OSCE). Following the presidentid dections of
December 2010 the European Union has aso supported messures benefiting the victims of politicd

repression.



