STATEMENT
on the desperate situation in the Mediterranean

"The EU is behaving shamefully": It is time for the European
Parliament to act: for circulation and joining in support

7.9.15

"In August four of us [*] visited Lesvos where we were horrified to see the situation for refugees
deteriorate day by day, with no sign of effective intervention 'on the ground' from International
Organisations or the governments of the European Union.

The trip made us ashamed of the EU's response, but applies equally to the whole situation caused by
EU member states and EU policies, in the Mediterranean, the Balkans, Middle East and Africa.

IN THEORY a European Union which claims to have a common policy for asylum and migration
should have created years ago a 24/7 crisis unit for humanitarian aid and civil protection inside the
EU, to bring together in real time European, national and local administrative authorities.

Such a network/crisis unit exists for health, agricultural and veterinary emergencies (see the ANIMO
network) but apparently has not even been planned for this kind of (very predictable) humanitarian
"emergency".

It does not make any sense to plan to spend hundreds of millions of euros on the so called "smart
borders" plan, to prevent over-stayers as the EU first priority, instead of facing real human
emergencies. Please do not tell us that this is a primarily a Member State responsibility as we
perfectly know that some of them are overwhelmed by the numbers of refugees landing on their
shores.

The EU policies on migration and asylum, have, since the entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty come
under the legislative, institutional and budgetary competence of the European Parliament, which for
years has denounced their failings.

But now that the time of decisions has come the Parliament appears trapped by the Commission and
the Council in a war of words, documents and task forces which do not change the situation on the
ground.

The MEPs should show leadership in this crisis by insisting that the other EU institutions
develop an effective humanitarian protection policy on arrival for refugees , and create EU-
wide legal channels to be open to migrants (the initiatives are so far limited to the highly
skilled and seasonal migrants), by the end of the year. If they do not do so, then the EP should
censure the Commission (ejecting it from office) and shut down the Council and European
Council, by blocking all funding for their administration. If the parliament does not act now it
will be meaningless to hold further elections.

Thanks for sharing."”

[*] Statewatchers and members of the European Group for the Study of Deviance and Social Control.

Prepared by: Statewatch, European Group for the Study of Deviance and Social Control, Executive
Director of the FREE Group

To sign the statement please send an email with Support “We are ashamed” statement in the
subject line to: office@statewatch.org

Please sign up as: an organisation/group or your name (group) or as an individual
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Steve Wright (Reader in Applied Global Ethics, Leeds Beckett University)
Carole Lyons (Aberdeen, Scotland)

Joao Carvalho (Barreiro, Portugal)

Konstantin Axt (France)

Francine Mestrum (Global Social Justice, Brussels)

SYMAAG (South Yorkshire Migration and Asylum Action Group)
David Mery

Dr Caroline Davey (University of Salford): “1 agree. The European Union should be developing a co-
ordinated approach to support people fleeing from war and conflict. The lack of support from the UK in
particular is shameful.”

Gerry Finn (Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission)
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Selen Cavcav (Caseworker, INQUEST)
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Dominique Arvanitis (Athens, Greece)

Lesley Docksey (Dorset UK): “l am truly ashamed of the UK's ad EU's reaction to the refugee crisis
and so | fully support this statement”

Marie McNay

Kieran McCorry
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Meryem Marzouki (France)
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Robin Galbraith (Sheffield): “As a European | personally feel deeply ashamed at the selfish attitude of
our governments to this humanitarian crisis.”

Tim Potten
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Ana Rodrigues (Porto — Portugal
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Richard Lewis

John Picken (Aberdeen)
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Karim Kocsenda (Hungarian citizen living in the UAE)

Frances Webber

Sarah Willis, Senior Lecturer in EU Law: “l am happy to support the above statement. | cannot believe
that the European Commission, particularly its President and Commissioner responsible for such an
area, have been so quiet. The European Parliament should act immediately.”

Jean-Pierre Cassarino (IRMC, Tunis) “/ REALLY feel ashamed and wish to sign as an individual”
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ashamed".
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Institute)
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Tommy Ewing (Liverpool)
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Mr Stavros Daldaras (Mechanical Engineer Galatsi / Athens — Greece)
Tim Sharp ( LL.M., Artist, Vienna)

Claire Sutherland (UK)

William Smith
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Dr Vicki Squire (University of Warwick)

Nick Hildyard, Larry Lohmann, Sarah Sexton (The Corner House): “Please sign us on to the excellent
statement”

Hanna Woltsche (Austria)

Andrea Beckmann (Nottingham)

Clara Guerra (Portugal)

Joao Paulo Guerra (Portugal, journalist)
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Chris Jones
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David McGiffen

David McGiffen
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