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EU  gun  law  updated  to  close  security
loopholes while protecting legitimate users
[26-01-2017 - 10:46]

 
The provisional deal with the Council on the updated EU firearms directive was
endorsed by Parliament’s Internal Market Committee on Thursday by 25 votes to
nine, with two abstentions. The revised law tightens the controls on blank firing and
inadequately deactivated weapons like those used in the Paris terror attacks. It also
requires EU countries to have a monitoring system in place for the issuance or
renewal of licences and to exchange information with one another. 
 
Vicky Ford (ECR, UK), who is steering this legislation through Parliament, said: “We have
produced a package of proposals that is workable for sport shooters, hunters, reservists,
collectors, re-enactors and others. It is one which keeps the balance between the interests
of those legitimate gun owners but also the public interest in a more secure Europe”.
 
The EU firearms directive sets out the conditions under which private persons may lawfully
acquire and possess guns or transfer them to another EU country.
 
You can find more information on the revised directive in this background note.
 
Next steps
 
The draft law is due to be voted by the full Parliament in March (tbc) and then formally
approved by the EU Council of Ministers. The provisional deal has already been confirmed
by the EU member states’ permanent representatives (COREPER) on 20 December 2016.
 
Member states will have 15 months from the date of entry into force of the directive to
transpose the new rules into national law and 30 months to introduce new systems for
sharing of information on firearms.
 
Further information
• Firearms directive: Text agreed by Parliament and Council negotiators

: http://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-14974-2016-INIT/en/pdf
• Four-column table, showing positions during negotiations and final outcome (see meeting documents,

point 20)
: http://www.emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/committees/agenda/201701/IMCO/IMCO(2017)0125_1/sitt-
3789870
et and Consumer Protection

• How MEPs voted in the committee (result of the roll-call vote):
https://polcms.secure.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/upload/938523eb-57a5-433f-859f-
e3d54f9f769f/roll%20call%20vote%2026%20January%202017.pdf

• Subject file on firearms (procedure and other relevant documents)

: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/imco/subject-files.html?id=20160209CDT00521
• Audiovisual material for professionals: http://audiovisual.europarl.europa.eu/Page.aspx?id=2714
• EP press release: Update on the agreement on revision of EU gun law (14 December 2016)

: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20161214IPR56126/firearms-update-on-the-
agreement-on-revision-of-eu-gun-law

• EP Research Service - Control of the acquisition and possession of weapons
: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2017/595875/EPRS_BRI(2017)595875_EN.pdf

• Council’s press release on the agreement (20 December 2016)

: http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2016/12/20-control-of-
firearms/?utm_source=dsms-
auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Control+of+firearms%3a+Council+confirms+agreement+with+t
he+European+Parliament
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• Commission’s press release

: http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-16-4464_en.htm
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