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Delegations will find enclosed a communication on Frontex operational priorization related to the

COVID-19 outbreak.
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Warsaw, 17 March 2020

To the Members of the Management Bozrd
of the Ewropean Border and Coast Guard Agency |Frontes)

Frontex, the European Border and Coast Guard Agency, remains committed to working with
EU Member States and Schengen-Associated Countries to hedp protect owr comman external
barders amid the COVID-19 outbreak. While doing so, | want to stress that our priority is to
ensure Lhe health of all our staff and officers deployed Lo our operations.

To cantain the spread of the virus and ensure business continuity, last weel we have 16t up
Frontex Crisis Response Team, which assessos the rapidly developing situation and
coordinates under my leadership the Frontex resporse and the measurss to be undertaken.

| can assure you that we are warking on all fronts to tackle the spread of, and to minimise
the potential impact of COVID-19, in line with the recommendations of relevant national and
Eurnpean sanitary authorities,

As regards operational activity, the Agency continues to carry out our field deployments: last
week Froftex contributed more than 100 officers Lo the Gresk land border as part of the
Rapid Border Intervention Evros 2020, increasing the overall number of officers currently
deployed by the Agency in Greecs to more than 500,

Frontex s relylng on the tools successfully developed for several years, such as the Maritime
Aerial Surveillance (MAS) planes, to provide continued support to Member States at their
external borders.,

Frontex experts keap supporting Member States, Schengen Associated Countries, the
Eurcpean Commission and other EU agencies with analytical products, providing daily reports
on the situation at the Greek-Turkish border, on COMID-19, ad-hoc reports on other
exceptional situations as well &s satellite imageny of pre-frontier areas.

walle we fully understand your concerns with the future deplovment ol officers, we do count
on your full support to ensure the safety of EU's external borders, especially taking inzo
account the evolving challenges they face, as well as relevant COVID-19 prevention measures
that are implemented In our operational areas, We are permanen tly monitoring the level of
protective gear stocks with the aim to guarantee its full availability throughouwt the
deployment periods.
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