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Translation: orig.\FR 

DECISION OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

The Executive Committee, 

Havirig regard to Article 132 of the COrlvention implementing the Schengen 
Agreement 

HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOvVS: Articles 2, sub-paragraph 4 and Article 9 sub­
paragraphs 2 and 3 of the Rules of ProcecL!re 
(SCH/COM-EX (93) 1) adopted on 18 Oc-ccer 
1993 shall be amended as follows: 

RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE ESTABLISHED PURSUANT TO TITLE VII 

OF THE IMPLEMENTING CONVENTION OF 
SCHENGEN 

ARTICLE ONE 

1. The Presidency of the Executive Committee shall rotate, being held by each 
Contracting Party for a six-month period commencing on the first of January and the 
first of July respectively. The sequence of the Presidencies shall be determined by 
the alphabetical order of the first letter of the name of the Contracting Parties in their 
national languages. 

2. Tne first Presidency of the Executive Committee shall be assumed by the 
Contracting. Party holding the Presidency at such time as the Implementing 
Convention enters into force. 

3. The Executive Committee may decide to modify the sequence of the 
Presidency under exceptional circumstances. 
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ARTICLE 2 

1. The Executive Committee shall meet when conve~ed by its President cn ,~is 
own initiative or at the request of one of its members. The ~eetings shall be helc on 
the territory of the Contracting Party whose represe~tative is President L.;~iess 
decided to the contrar; for reasons of urgency. 

2. The PreSident shall make known the dates whic,1 he envisages for mee:!rgs 
of the ExecLJtlve Committee during his period of office as PreSident no later than c~e 
month before the beginning thereof 

3. The prOVisional agenda shall contain the items placed an the agenda at U-:e 
request of one of the members of the Execut:ve Committee. The PreSident si'~all 
send the provisional agenda to the ather memcers no lat2r than twenty one cays 
before the date of the meeting. 

4. Only items in respect of which the documents have been sent to the members 
of the Executive Committee by the President at the latest ty the date on which :he 
provisional agenda is sent may be placed on that agenda. 

5. The documents referred to in paragraphs 3 and 4 shail be sent in goad time to 
the Commission of the European Communities. 

6. The agenda shall be adopted by the Executive Committee at the beginning af 
h " eac; I meeting. 

ARTICLE 3 

1. Meetings of the Executive Committee shall not be public unless the 
Committee decides otherNise. 

2. The Commission of the European Communities shall be invited to take part in 
the meetings of the Executive Committee. The Executive Committee may, however, 
decide to deliberate without the presence of a Commission representative. 

3. The members of the Executive Committee and the representative of the 
Commission may be accompanied by experts who assist them. The number of such 
experts may be laid down by the Executive Committee. 

4 A member of the Executive Committee who is prevented from attending a 
meeting may arrange to be represented. Meetings of the Executive Committee shail 
only be valid if half of its members plus one are present. 
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ARTICLE 4 

1. All decisions adopted by the Executive Committee shall require unanimity 
Each member of the Executiv9 Committee shall have one vote which may be cast by 
his representative. 

2. Matters shall be put to the vote at the initiative of the President or a memcer 

3. The members of the Executive Committee shall vote in the alphabetical creer 
within the meaning of Article 1, paragraph 1, beginning with the member who. 
according to that alphabetical order, follows the member holding the office of 
President. 

ARTICLE 5 

Decisions of the Executive Committee may, if appropriate, be adopted by a written 
vote provided that all the members agree to that procedure in respect of the matter 
in question. 

ARTICLE 6 

1. The Executive Committee may lay down a date for the implementation of its 
decisions without prejudice to the provisions of the following paragraphs. 

2. In as far as required by their national law, the Governments of [he 
Contracting Parties shall initiate the national procedures required for the 
implementation of the decisions af the Executive Committee. 

3. The decisions shall enter into force when all States party to the Convention 
have indicated that the procedures required by their legal order to render these 
decisions enforceable on their territory have been accomplished. 

4. When one of its members invokes the provisions of Article 132, paragrach 3 
of the Implementing Convention, notably because it wishes to conduct additional 
cansultations or because parliamentary approval is required, the Executive 
Committee shall determine the terms of the deadline provided for by said Article. 
Atter the expiry of said deadline, the draft decision shall be resubmitted to the 
Executive Committee. 

ARTICLE 7 

1. Minutes of each meeting of the Executive Committee shall be drawn up and, 
when approved, signed by the President. The minutes shall as a general rule 
indicate In respect of each item on the agenda: 

the documents submitted to the Executive Committee, 
the draft decisions or dec:slons taken or the conclusions reached by the 
Executi'le Commit:ee, 
the statements made by the Executive Committee and other statements which 
a memcer cf :;-8 EXec.HI'/8 Cammlt:ee or' the -epres2ntatl'le cf ,he 
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Commission of the European Communities have requested be recorced in the 
minutes. 
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2. The draft minutes shall be drawn up by the Secretariat under the authority of 
the Pi'esident- and sucmitted to the Executive Committee for approval at the 
subsequent meeting. 

3. Prior to such approval, any member of the Executive Committee or the 
representative of the Commission of the European Communities may request that 
mere details be inserted in the minutes regarcing any item an the agenda. 

c The texts of the draft decisions and decisions adopted by the Exec:..:tive 
Committee snail be annexed to the minutes. 

ARTICLE 8 

1. E,'(ceot as otherNise decided by the Executive Committee an grounds of 
urgency, the Committee shall deliberate and take decisions only an the basis of 
documents and drafts drawn up in the national languages of all Contracting Par-ies. 

2. Any member of the Executive Committee may appose discussion if the texts 
of any propos2d amendments are not drawn uo in such cf the said languages cf the 
Contract:ng Parties which he may specify. 

ARTICLE 9 

1. The texts of the decisions adopted by the Executive Committee shall be 
signed by the President in office at the time of their adoption. 

2. The President shall notify the Contracting Parties of decisions taken by the 
Executive Committee in the language of each Contracting Party within eight days of 
the adoption thereof and according to the procedures pursuant to Articles 4 and 5. 
All Contracting Parties shall be notified on the same day. 

3. The publication of decisions of the Executive Committee, unless they are 
proclaimed confidential when adopted, shall be governed by the national law of the 
Contracting Parties. 

ARTICLE 10 

The Exec.Jtive Committee shall be assisted by a Secretariat. 
The EXEC:..Jtive Committee shall detenmine the organisational structure cf its 
Sec:-etariat. 

ARTICLE 11 

1. The Central Group consisting of senior officials of the Contracting Parties 
shail precare the work of the Executive Committee and shall carry out the tasks 
aSSicnee :0 it by the Executive Committee. 

2. T~e Central Grcup may set up working groups ana ins\rt..:ct them to car0 aut 
sue1 preccr:::\or; wcrk or stucies as it shall define. 



• 
6 

3. Unless the Executive Committee decices otherNise, the Commission of the 
European Communities shall be invited to be represented in the wor~ of the Central 
Group and of the wor~ing groups . 

.1 The Central Group shall be presicec over by the representative cf t::at 
Contracting Party whose representative is President of the Executive CommitteE. 
The same shall apply to the 'Nor~ing groups. 

ARTICLE 12 

1. Without prejudice to other relevant ,crovisions, the celiberations cf tr.e 
Executive Committee shall be covered by the obligation of secrecy, except in so far 
as the Committee decides otherNise. 

2. The provisions of the preceding paragraoh shall not conflict with the 
Contracting Parties respecting the obligations imposed on them by their national law 
in respect of trle comn lunication of the drafts of decisions which the Central Groce ( 
has decided to submit to the Executive Committee. 

ARTICLE 13 

Correspondence to the Executive Committee shall be sent to the Piesident at the 
address of the Secretariat. 

ARTICLE 14 

Any amendments to the provisions of these Rules of Procedure must be passed by 
the Executive Committee. 

ARTICLE 15 

These Rules of Procedure shall enter into force on the date of their approval. 

Paris, 14 December 1993 
The President 

A. Lamassoure 


