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DRAFT 

JOINT ACTION 

of 

adopted by the Counc:l en the basis of Article K.3 of the Treaty on E:.Jropean Unicn 

concerning a uniform format for forms for affixing visas issued by 

the Member States ~p persons holding no travel documents _C( ~o ho~ders~ of 

travel cec~men~s '1vhich are not recognized by the Member State :::rawing ~p the form 

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION, 

r-:cving regard to the Treat"! ::n the European Unicn, and in particular Article K.3(2)(b) thereof, 
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Whereas Article K.1 (3) of the Treaty provides :hat immigration policy and poiicy regarding 

nationais of third countries constitute matters of common interest; 

Whereas it is advisable to harmonize the format of forms for affixing visas issued by the 

Member States to persons holding no travel documents or to holders of travel dccuments 

which are not recognized by the Member State drawing up the form; 

Whereas the uniform format for the form must contain afT the neces~a!y 'information arid 

meet high ~echnical standards. in partic:Jlar as regards ~afeguards against counterfeiting and 

falsification; whereas it mus. also be suited to use by all the Member States and bear 

universally recogniz:cie security features which are clearly visible to the naked eye; 

Whereas this Joint Ac:ion only lays down sue!"! specifications as are :iot secret; whereas 

these specifications need to be s:Jpplemented by runher specifications which are to remain 

secret in oreer to prclJern c:::unterfeiting and falsification and which may not include personal 

data or references to s~ch cata; whereas it is for the Council to lay down these 

supolementary specifications; 

Whereas. to ensure that the information referred to is not made available to more persons 

than necessary. each Member State must designate a single body having responsibility for 

printing the uniform format for forms for affixing visas. with Member States remaining free to 

change the body. if need be; whereas. for security reasons, each Member State must 

communicate the name of the competent body to the Council and the Commission; 

Whereas. with regard to the ;Jersonal data to be entered on the uniform format for forms in 

accordance with the Annex hereto, it is necessary to ensure compliance with applicable 

data-protection provisions, 

11362/97 
DG H I 

arY/MCK/je EN 

3 



HAS ADOPTED THIS JCINT ACTION: 

Artic!e 1 

Forms for affixing visas iss'-Jed by the Member States to persons holding no travel documents 

or to holders of travel dec .. ments which are not recognized by the Member State issuing the 

visas shall be in a uniform ~orr"i1at. 
----- -

Article 2 

1. The technical soecifica:ions for incorporating the information set out in ;:he Annex to this 

Joint Action en the unifer~ format fer ferms for affixing visas shall be laid cewn by the 

Council without delay. 

Further technicai s;;ecifica::ons which render the form difficult to counterfeit or falsify shall 

also be laid dewn by the C~L!ncil without delay. These specifications shall be secret and shall 

not be published. They s;;ail be made available only to the bodies desi~nated by the Member 

States as resoonsible fer printing and to persons duly authorized by a Member State. 

2. Each Member State shail designate a single body having responsibility fer printing forms 

for affixing visas. It shail communicate the name of that body to the Cound and the 

Commission. The same becy may be designated by two or more Member States for this 

purpose. Each Mer:1ber State shall be free to change its designated body. It shall inform the 

Council and the Commission accordingly. 

3. Each Member State s;-.all inform the Council and the Commission of the competent 

authority or authorities fer issuing forms for affixing visas. 
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• . . -

Artic!e 3 

1. Without prejudice to any more extensive provisions applicable concerning data 

protection, an individual to whom a form for affixing a visa is issued shall have the right to 

verify the personal particulars entered on it and, where appropriate, to ask for any corrections 

to be made. 

2 .. No information in machine-readable form shall be given on the uniform format-f.or forms" 

for affixir.g visas. 

Article 4. 

For the purpose of this Joint Action, "form for affixing a visa" shall mean the document 

issued by the authorities of a Member State to a person holding no travel document or to a 

holder of a travel document which is not recognized by that State, enabling t;,at State's 

competent authorities to affix a visa in the uniform format provided for by Council 

Regulation (Ee) No 1 c33/95 of 29 May 1995 laying down a uniform format fcr visas (). 

Ar,icle 5 

Where Member States use the uniform format for forms for affixing visas for purposes other 

than those ccvered by Article 4, appropriate measures must be taken to ensure that 

confusion with the forms for affixing visas in accordance with Article 4 is not possible. 

Article 6 

This Joint Action shall enter into force on the day after its publication in the Official Journal 

of the European Communities. 

The Member States shall apply Article 1 no later than X years after the adoption of the 

measures referred to in Article 2( 1). 

(:) OJ No L 164, i4.7.1995, p. 1. 
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,lMBASSACE i CONSULAT DE A 

Feuillet pouvant servir pour l"appoSltion d'un visa 

No •..••.•...••••••••••.•••• 

;Vom / Name / Name .......... ........................................ .. 

P·~noms .I Vornamen .' Give.'! names ...... ..................... .. 

:;a:e de naissanc!! / Geburrscatum./ Care of jirrh .. 

:'.'eu de nalssanc!! I Geburtsor~;' Plac!! of bir~." .......... .. : ........................................... .. 

Na~Jonalhe / Staarsangehoriqkeit . Naoonalirv............. .. ...................................... ~ ... 

:;,:mic:ie'" Wohnor:, ,.J.cdress ................................................................................. .. 

Signarure " Unrerschrdt i Siqnature " ........................... .. 

1~·jCr.'1 .\Jame. Name 

.............................................. 

I:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::'::::::::::::::::::::: 

ENFANTS .' KINDER I CHILDREN 

?renoms ·:;,ver. names 
Vornamen 

Dare ae na,ssanca 
Geour.soatum 
Care of twtn 

Sexe 
Gesc:1lec:1t 
Sex 

.1NNEXE 

Rubrique facultative selon la pratique nationale I Nur auszufiillen 
wenn die nationale Geserzgegung es verlangt / To fill out only if 
required by national regulations 

vignerre visa 

seu/~!T7en( '/alable ~,"semble 3'/e-: :e ':oc:.;r:en( 
d';centJ~e no . .: Nur "iilrlc mit -:e.':'I Auswe!s ~/o ,I '/811d ':)nlv if 
accomoanied ov :r.e idenrrN ,=oc~'me"r nr 

Genre du doc:.;menr 
Art des Ausweises 
Type of documenr _____________ _ 

er8bli Ie / ausges:ellr am;' issuec "n _______ _ 

par I durcf, / by ______________ _ 

valaole jusqu'au / valid unrll __________ _ 

P.<!serve a I' au:ome d~ celivrance I Auss:ellence 3encirae I ISSUing Authomy only 

11362/97 
DG H I 

HG/co F 

6 


