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LI1'1ITE 

MIGR 42 

to 
Subject: 

Migration Worki ng_-Party _____________________ _ 
Compilation of replies to an earlier survey by the Germ an delegation on 
irnwlgra tiOD ruJes ill otber Member Sta tes (see SN 1506/99) 

Delegations will ti nd herewith a compilalion of replies from Oenn\ark) Greece, Portugal, Sweden 

and the United Kingdom to the following question from the German detegation: 

"ln the Adember Slale in question are there any legal rules or provisions enabljng Ihird-coul1rry 

nat;onals to imJnigraJe in order 1o sellle permanently - possibly in (Jccordance with specific 

quotas? ". 

Belgium stared that the situation has not changed since the last updale. Germany pointed OU! that 

they do not have immigration quotas for third-country nationals. The Netherlands stated that their 

quota-policy applies only to refugees who are recognised as a refugee in the sense of the Geneva 

Convention. 

The reply from Finland is in the process of being translated. 

Spain) France, Ireland) Italy, Luxembourg and Austria have not as yet replied. 
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DENMARK 

In accordance with section 8 of the Danish Aliens Act, a residence pennlt IS issued, upon 
application, to aliens entering Denmark under an agreement with the UNBCR or any similar 
international agreement. Denmark takes in 500 quota refugees a year on that basis. 

As regards other possibilJties for applying abroad for pennanent residence in Derunark, under 
section 7(4) of the Aliens Act, a residence pennit may be issued to aliens coming under section 7(1) 
(Convention refugees) or section 7(2) (de facto refugees) of the Act who are not present in Denmark 
or another EU country, where on account of a previous lengthy lawful stay in the country, close 
relatives resident in the country or other, similar ties Derunark is to be regarded a.s best placed to 
afford protection. 

In addition, under section 9(1) of the Aliens Act, a residence pennit may be issued, upon 
application, to certain other categories of aliens, e.g. spouses, cohabitation partners? children below 
the age of majority and some parents of resident aliens. Under section 9(2) of the Act, a residence 
pennit may also be issued to other al iens, where there are substantial emp loyment-related reasons 
for doing so. 

There is no quota systen1 for section 7 (4) or section 9 of the Aliens Act. 
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GREECE 

In principle, the Hellenic legislation does not provide any rules enabling third-country nationals to 
immigrate with the specific aim to settle perrnanently to Greece. A third-country national's pennit 
to settle in Greece in order to work (or for study purposes or in the framew..ork of family 
reunification) is issued for a lilnited period of time, which does not exceed one year at the 
begirming. This pennit to stay and/or work can be renewed once a year and then, after five years of 
stay and work! for two years at a time. A third-country national can obtain the status of a 
permanently settled migrant, after having lived and worked in Greece for fifteen years 
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PORTUGAL 

1. Under the legislation in force - Decree Law No 244 of 8 August 1998 - , the admission of 
third country nationals for residence purposes is always dependent on a case-by-case 
examination to check whether the conditions for allowing the application (far the issue of a 
residence visa) are met. 

These conditions do not include a quota system. 

2. It should also be stated that j irrespective of the purpose and length of stay, the person 
concerned is granted a temporary residence permit which) once the legal requirements -
viz. period of residence of at least ten years in the country - have been satisfied, may result in 
the issue of a permanent pennit. 
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Refugees, as defined in the Geneva convention, who spontaneously seek 
asylum in Sweden and are accepted are given a permanent residence 

permit. Sweden also a.ccept refugees under a refuget quota. The quota is 
used to, in collaboration m1h tbe UNHCR tran$fer refugees or other 

persons who are fleeing or in a particuJarly vulnerable situation. In the 
fiscal year 1997 funds corresponding to the coSY of 1840 places were set 

aside for persons transferroo under the quota... 

Other aliens in need of protection, who spontaneously seek asylwn in 
Sweden, could be granted permanent residence permit. With the term alien 
~n rreed of prote.ction means a person who bas le.ft the country of ills 
nationality because he 
1. has a wen-founded fear of being sentenced to death or corporal 
punishment or of being subjected to tortU.fc or other inhuman or degrading 

trcatrnentorpwUshmen~ 

2. due to an external or internaJ armed conflict he needs protection or, on 
account of an environmental disaster) he c.annot return tio his country of 

origin, or, 
3, becaus~ of htsfher sex or homoseXU8lity, heJshe bas B well-founde.d fear 
of persecution. 

Permanent resident permit may be grant~d for family reunification to 

i. an alien who is mamed to or cohabiting with B person domiciled lQ 

Sweden though omy after 8 probationary period of two years. 
2. an alie[l who i.s under is and urunanied and who is or has been a child 
living at home of someone who is domiciled in Sweden 

3 an a1ien who is a dose relative and dependent of someone domiciled in 
Sweden and who bas been a member of the same household as that person. 

finaUy permanent residence per!!Ut ma.y be granted an alien who 

otherwise bas &l special link wi1:h Sweden or, 

an aLen sho for hUrD-anirarian reasons should. be -a.llowed to settle in 
Sweden. 
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THE UNITED KINGDOM 

The UK responded to the original enquiry on 11 April 1995. ·-1 attach a 
copy of that letter, which should be amended as folious: 

paragraph 2: Delete *lof that marriage" from the last sentence. A child 
of a previous marriage could now be admitted with a parent. 

Paragraph 3: Delete the words "The only'( at the beginning of the 
paragraph and add "or when both parents are being admitted on the same 
occasion for settlement I, after "both of whom are present and settled in 
the United Kingdom". The sentence "There are also provisions for 
children to be admitted immediately for settlement to join a single 
parent or a relative in the United Ringdom provided certain criteria are 
met" should be added at the end of the par:agraph. 

Paragraph 5: The figures should be updated to read, "1997 - 171'·. 
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ANNEX to TBE UNlTED I<JNGDOM 

At the ll'1ee ting of the Migration Group on i9 Mar-ch you asked delegat.ions 
for information about any provisions \Jhich their Member St:ates--hac. for the 
admission of third-countr.~ nationals for permanent residence. 

we s110., the spouses I minor children. Qnd, in certain carefully defined 
circ~stanc~s. other dependent relatives of people present and settled in 
the Un i ted Kingdom to jo in or ac-company them to this country for 
settlement (ie permanent residence), ). spouse is not granted eettlement 
until after an initial period of , 2 months and a .si.rn11ar "probationary 
period·' would be given to any dependent child 19f that rdarr1a.9~ 

frhe onlY] dependent 'relatives who can be adm1ttec iftll\'lC!diataly for 
settlem~nt are the child o~ parents both of whom are alreaay present and 
settled in the United Xif\.g.dom.. and the parenti grandparent O~ other 
dependent relative of a person present and settled in the united Kingdom, 

Other admission categories, such as \.Iork permit holders, Ina), lead t.o 
.- s~t tlemen t bu t they are not for the purpose of set.tlement _ The 

Un.i ted Kingdom does not have- B. quota sys tem on 1~iqration control, and 
~e are of the opinion that such a system vould have severe disadvantages 
in that it would not distingul~h between deserving and undegerving ca3es; 
for example j the arrival of genuine spouses 'tJould be delayed unt.il a place 
in the quota becalf'Ie available. This IJould not only be undesirable but 
uQuld also make us \fulnerable to a succe6 s ful challenge before the 
European Court of Human Rights. 

I should perhaps add, ha~ever, that we do operate one quota ~ygte~ fo~ 
certain British Ove~seas citi2ens, British Proteeted Persons and British 
subjects. These are United Kingdom passport holders of Aaian origin ~ho 
settled in East A.frica uhen under colonial rule and UhOi often as a 
consequence of their racial and cuI tural backgrol11ld I have at: various times 
since independence have come under preS91.lre 1:.0 l~ave the former 
dependencies in East Africa bul:. who 00 nat have r19hts of free entry into 
the United Kingdom. The object of the "Special Voucher Schemel! 'is to 
enable these United Kingdom passport holders to be admitted to the 
Uni.ced Kingdom at a. controlled rat~. In 19'34 ]10 persons ",ere granted a 
~pecial vOMcher for ~mmediate ~ettlement in the United kingdom. 
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EUROPEAN UNION 
THE COUNCn.., 

ADDENDUM TO TffE NOTE 
from 
\0 

The General Secretari at of t he Council 
.lV1igration Working Party 

Brussels, 14 September 1999 

8734/99 
ADD 1 

LIMITE 

MIGR 42 

Subject: Compilation of replies to an earlier survey by the German dcleg:;ttion on 
_______ i_m_m_~gration rules in other Membe~ States (see SN 1506/99) 

Delegations wi II find herewit h t he replies received from r reland and FinJand 10 the following question 

from the German delegation. 

"In the Member State In q1lest/on are there any legal rules or provisions eJUlb/ing third-country 

nationals (0 immigrate in order to seltle permanently - possibly in accordance with specific 

quotas.? ". 
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IRELAND 

Irish irnm.igration legislation contains no specific rules or provlSlOns which would enable a 
third-country national to immigrate in order to settle permanently in accordance with specific quotas 
or otherwise. The administrative practice is that permission to remain) when granted, is initially for 
periods of up to one year at a time. Successive renewals of this permission may lead to a person 
being granted residence permission for up to five years at one time. Ultimately a person may be 
granted permission to remain without condition as to time. 
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FINLAND 

A person wishing to settle permanently in the country may apply to the Finn.ish Embassy for a 
permanent residence pennit. The latter) designated by the letter "A") may) for example, be issued on 
the basis of Finnish birth or other ties with Finland and in the light of estimated long-term skilled 
labour needs. Residence permits may also be issued to family members of the person concerned. 
In Finland a permanent residence permit is also issued to a person who has acquired a residence 
perm.jt on asylum or need for protection grounds. 

Finland has no speciftc permanent residence quotas. In practice) most of those arriving in the 
country in order to settle permanently are so-called Ingrjan Finns from Russia and Estorlia. to whom 
special arrangements apply. 

Ai:J a rul.e) a permanent residence permit is issued for one year at a time. A definitive residence 
perrrut may be issued after two years of permanent residence. 
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