
Brussels, 10 June 2024

WK 8343/2024 INIT

LIMITE

ENFOPOL
CRIMORG
VISA
JAI

This is a paper intended for a specific community of recipients. Handling and
further distribution are under the sole responsibility of community members.

MEETING DOCUMENT

From: German delegation
To: Delegations

Subject: Handbook on Visa Fraud
- Preventive measures and repressive control approaches

Even though migrants can often be smuggled in overloaded boats or hidden in concealments in lorries that
are threatening their lives ,"smart" method of migrant smuggling has been identified by Germany in the
frame of the EMPACT Priority "Migrant Smuggling": The phenomenon of "VISA FRAUD".

A considerable number of migrants already have permanent intentions to stay when they apply for a visa,
as a result of which they enter the country illegally with a previously obtained Schengen visa for a short
stay. This allows for self-determined primary, secondary and transit migration within the Schengen area,
which is largely beyond the control of one country. The full extent and effects of visa fraud remain to be
determined.

Visa fraud, as a form of illegal migration, is a means to an end for asylum applications and subsequent
crimes, such as unauthorised employment, labour exploitation or human trafficking. As a rule, migrants
do not have the necessary knowledge and logistics to successfully obtain a visa by fraud on their own.
The financial profits of smugglers amount to up to EUR 20,000 per visa obtained by fraud.

The presentation of 14 June will focus on the main findings, conclusions and recommendations on how to
prevent and combat VISA Fraud.
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