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We regard the co-operation in the area of justice and home affairs as one of the most
important elements of the process of Poland’s integration with the European Union. This co-
operation is useful and fruitful for both parties involved. We welcomed with satisfaction the
provisions of the Joint Declaration adopted at the meeting of Ministers of Justice and Home
Affairs of the EU and their counterparts from the associated countries last September.

We are of the opinion, however, that the dialogue between the EU and the associated
countries on internal security matters has been slowed down. In our view this was due to the
fact that the formula of co-operation as proposed to us so far has been exhausted.

The prospects of our membership in the EU as well as the intensification of negative
phenomena combating of which should be the subject of common activities of the EU and the
associated countries, have inclined us to forward to the Council our suggestions concerning
broadening of the scope of co-operation within the framework of the III pillar.

Therefore, we would like to suggest:
in procedural matters:

1. a mechanism of informing the associated countries about activities undertaken by the EU in
the framework of the III pillar (by means of briefings, circulation of documents etc.) should be
created,;

2. the meetings at all levels should be based on substantial discussion; to this end, the meetings
must be thoroughly prepared in advance;

3. the scope of co-operation at expert level should be extended.

regarding the co-operation in the area of justice:

1. representatives of Poland should be granted the possibility of participating in the activities of
the working groups under the Steering Committee III; .

2. accession of Poland to the conventions relating to the co-operation in the III pillar, both
already concluded and being currently under preparation, should be taken into consideration;
in particular we would like following items to be examined:
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- proceedings of accession to the Lugano convention on jurisdiction and the enforcement of
Judgements in civil and commercial matiers of 1988 and abolition of the requirement stating
that the signatory states must give their assent to the adhesion to the convention and the
Council must issue a corresponding recommendation if need be;

- possibility of amending the Rome convention on the law applicable to contractual
obligations of 1980 by enabling the accession to the convention by the countries which are
not members of the EU or concluding similar convention with the associated countries;

- abolishing the requirement of membership in the EU for the countries acceding to the
conventions already concluded (on facilitating the extradition proceedings and on msolvency
proceedings) as well as to those which will be concluded in the future.

regarding the co-operation in the area of home affairs:

1. the scope of the EU assistance programmes should be broadened by launching initiatives
such as common training of border guards and police services and joint endeavours atmed at
improvement of the control procedures;

2. modalities for permanent co-operation with the Schengen group should be defined;

3. Poland should be involved in the European system of prevention of illegal immigration;

4. co-operation between Poland and the EU member states in prevention of some forms of
organised crime (smuggling of drugs, weapons and ammunition, cars, alcohol and tobacco,
radioactive materials) should be enhanced and developed.

Implementation of the above mentioned proposals would not only increase the effectiveness of
our co-operation but also enable the associated countries to avoid the necessity to adjust to the
already defined structures of the III pillar in the future.
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