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1. Adoption of the agenda

The agenda was adopted as set out in telex 121 of 17 January 2000.

2. Presentation of the Portuguese and future French and Swedish Presidencies' work

programme for the Customs Co-operation Working Party (2000 and first half of 2001)

(5303/00 ENFOCUSTOM 6 +COR 1)

The Presidency presented the common work programme of the Portuguese, French and Swedish

Presidencies for the next 18 months.

The Portuguese Presidency and the two future Presidencies have defined three priorities:

- improving customs administrations' means of investigation and co-operation;

- increasing operational capacity;

- development of international customs action.
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The Presidency pointed out that the work programme is an open document and other questions

could be incorporated to it in order to be treated in the next 18 months.

The Group agreed on the common programme.

The Presidency will take into account the comments made by delegations.

3. Replies to the preparatory questionnaire for the drafting of a customs co-operation

handbook on future implementation of the Naples II Convention  (6704/2/98

ENFOCUSTOM 18 REV 2 + COR 1)

The objective of the Presidency is to speed up the preparation of the above handbook.

The Presidency outlined the procedure and timetable concerning the drafting of the handbook in

order to avoid time delays. The intention is to finalise the elaboration of the handbook before the

ratification procedures of the Naples II Convention have been completed.

The Group took note of the information provided by delegations in respect of the present state of

ratification procedures in the Member States.

Some delegations expressed concern that some parts of the questionnaire could not be answered

before the ratification of the Convention.

The Presidency announced that at the next meeting the Portuguese, French and Swedish

delegations will present their provisional answers to the questionnaire.
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4. Draft questionnaire on the powers of Member States customs officials, including criminal

investigation powers (5252/00 ENFOCUSTOM 3 UD 2)

The Presidency introduced the above document that has been elaborated by the French and

Italian delegations in the framework of the Action Programme Customs 2002. The aim of this

questionnaire is to elaborate a study on the powers of Member States' customs officials.

The Group had a first exchange of views and will come back to this item when the document

will be available in all languages.

5. Operational proposal for co-operation to combat fraud via Internet (5252/00

ENFOCUSTOM 4 PI 4 CRIMORG 6)

The French delegation presented the above document and outlined that in the fight against fraud

the expansion of electronic communications (as the Internet) presents a new challenge to

customs administrations.

Consideration should be given to organising joint customs operations on the corresponding

deliveries, within the framework of the annual programme of operations.

The Group will come back to this item at its next meeting.

6. Convention on the use of information technology for customs purposes. Current situation

of the technical development.

The representative of the Commission

- informed the Group on the state of the play concerning the implementation of the CIS Third

Pillar prototype agreed in the Group;
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- announced that the expert meeting foreseen for January had to be postponed to the second half

of February 2000.

7. Multi-annual action plan for sea container control:

- Review and prospects of the Subgroup on Containers

- Development of software for automatic selection of containers involving risks

- Container Inspection Handbook

(5097/00 ENFOCUSTOM 1)

The Presidency introduced the above document and announced that this issue will be on the

agenda of the Group's meeting on 25 February 2000 (experts).

8. Other business

The Finnish delegation informed the Group of the result of the EU/Russia Conference on

combating organised crime held in Helsinki on 15 and 16 December 1999.

__________________________


