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EUROPEAN UNION Brussels, 28 March 1996 (18.04) 
 THE COUNCIL (OR.  f) 
 
                              6218/96 
 
   
  LIMITE 
 
  JAI 24 
 
 
 
NOTE 
 

from : General Secretariat of the Council 
 
to : K.4 Committee (meeting on 1 April 1996) 
 

No. prev. doc.:   8225/94 CK4 57 
 

Subject:  Defence of common positions in international organizations and at international conferences 
in fields covered by Title VI of the TEU 

   – Practical implementation of Article K.5 of the TEU 
 

 
 
 

1.  Article K.5 of Title VI of the Treaty on European Union provides that "within international 

organizations and at international conferences in which they take part, Member States shall defend the 

common positions adopted under the provisions of this Title". 

 

 Document 8225/94 CK4 57 (see Annex 1) drawn up in June 1994 contains specific arrangements in 

this connection. 

 

2. In order to give concrete expression to those guidelines, a list of international meetings on subjects 

which are likely to cover Title VI of the TEU will henceforth be submitted to the K.4 Committee. 

 

3. It is for the K.4 Committee to determine: 

 

  (a) whether the object of the conferences is a matter of common interest within the meaning of 
Article  K.1 of Title VI of the TEU; 
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  (b) whether common positions should be worked out or whether the flexibleprocedure for 
establishing a coordinated approach provided for in 8225/94 CK4 57 should be followed; 

 
  (c) whether cooperation should be forthcoming for the drafting of any speeches or statements by 

the Union at these conferences. 
 

 Moreover, the K.4 Committee will have to: 

 

  (a) invite the Member States and the Commission to communicate any draft Resolutions to each 
other; 

 
  (b) determine the practical arrangements for coordinating the Member States' positions. 

 

4. At this meeting, the K.4 Committee had two draft agendas before it for the following international 

meetings: 

 

  (i) 39th meeting of the United Nations Commission on Narcotic Drugs to be held in Vienna from 
16 to 25 April 1996 (see Annex 2); 

 
  (ii) 5th session of the United Nations Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice to be 

held in Vienna from 21 to 31 May 1996 (see Annex 3). 
 

 At this meeting on 26 March 1996, the Working Party on Drugs and Organized 

 Crime already held an initial exchange of views on the first of these two meetings 

 (see 6201/96 ENFOPOL 65). 

 

5. The members of the K.4 Committee are asked to agree on possible arrangements for preparing for 

these two meetings within Third Pillar bodies. 

 

                                      



  

6218/96 ers/KF/mb EN 

(ANNEX 2)  3

 ANNEX I 
 
EUROPEAN UNION Brussels, 5 July 1994 (14.07)             
 THE COUNCIL (OR. f)             
 
                              8225/94 
 
   
  RESTREINT 
 
  CK4 57 
 
 
 
N O T E 
 

from:  General Secretariat of the Council 
 

No. prev. doc.:   6485/94 CK4 36 
 

Subject:  Implementation of Article K.5 
 
   – Defence of common positions in international organizations and at international conferences in 

fields covered by Title VI of the TEU 
 

 

 

 

When it examined 6485/94 CK4 36 at its meeting on 31 May and 1 June 1994, the K.4 Committee made 

some amendments to the document. 

 

This note takes account of comments made during the discussion. 
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IMPLEMENTATION OF ARTICLE K.5 

(defence of common positions in 

international organizations and at international conferences) 

IN FIELDS COVERED BY TITLE VI OF THE TEU 

 

_______________ 

 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 

 Article K.3 of the Treaty on European Union provides that, on the initiative of any Member State or 

the Commission, the Council may adopt joint positions.  

 

 Under Article K.5, common positions adopted in accordance with the rules laid down in Title VI are to 

be defended by the Member States within international organizations and at international conferences 

in which they take part. 

 

 At its meeting on 29 and 30 November 1993, the Council made provision in the priority work 

programme for 1994 – by way of action in the field of asylum – for the adoption of a common position 

of the Member States in external bodies, in particular in the UNHCR Executive Committee and the 

Council of Europe. 

 

 In other fields covered by the Third Pillar, co-operation and the adoption of common positions may 

also prove necessary: the examples can be given of the work of the United Nations Commission on 

Narcotic Drugs or, as regards judicial cooperation, some of the proceedings of the Council of Europe. 

 

 With this in mind, and to facilitate the adoption of a common position by the Union, the following 

working rules are proposed.  They will in practice have to be adapted to circumstances, which can vary 

from one organization or international conference to another. 
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II. RULES 

 

 1. Principle 

 

   Adoption of a common position is an option. 

 

   As far as possible, the Member States will try to adopt a common position on matters of common 

interest dealt with by international organizations or conferences.  To this end, the Member States 

and the Commission will exercise the right of initiative conferred on them by Article K.3. 

 

   Preparatory discussions will aim to identify the key issues for the Union and its Member States 

and to establish a common position where possible. 

 

 2. Preparatory discussions 

 

   At the beginning of each six-month period, the Secretariat will draw up a schedule of meetings 

which will take place in international bodies.  For this purpose it will use the information supplied 

by the bodies themselves, the Member States and the Commission. 

 

   The inclusion of a meeting in the schedule will not depend on its being participated in by all 

Member States, but they must all be members of the international organization in question. 

 

 3. Criteria justifying a common position 

 

   The points which may justify a common position are the following in particular: 

 

   – prior adoption by the Council of an act concerning a subject covered by Title VI; 
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   – the fact that the findings of the international bodies could affect future work by the Twelve. 

 

 4. Procedure 

 

   Preparation for proceedings will take place in the relevant working party in sufficient time before 

the international meeting, bearing in mind that a common position has to be submitted to the 

K.4 Committee and COREPER and to be adopted by the Council (as an "A" item where 

appropriate). 

 

   The discussions will be determined by the agenda for the international meeting and by the 

working documents drawn up for the meeting, if these are available. 

 

 5. More flexible procedure: effort to establish a coordinated approach 

 

   It is clear that a common position stricto sensu involves strict procedural rules on the decision to 

be taken and therefore lacks flexibility. 

 

   It could therefore be applied only for issues of major importance. 

 

   The foregoing should not prevent Member States, sitting on international bodies which deal with 

subjects such as those defined in 3 above, from trying to establish a coordinated approach.  Such a 

coordinated approach could be outlined in one of the bodies under K.4 (K.4 Group, Steering 

Group or, in urgent cases, working group) and could be pursued in the international forum 

concerned, as described in 6 below. 
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 6. Conduct of proceedings in the international fora concerned 

 

   Where necessary, co-ordination meetings will be held on the spot during the meeting, on the 

initiative of the Presidency or at the request of a Member State or the Commission.  As a rule, an 

initial meeting will be held before the start of any international proceedings. 

 

   Secretarial services for the coordination meetings will generally be provided by the General 

Secretariat of the Council. 

 

   When the Union has established a common position or a coordinated approach, the Presidency 

will defend it if the Member States agree.  However, it will also be possible at any time for 

Member States to defend their positions in line with the common position. 

 

 7. Follow-up to proceedings at Third Pillar level 

 

   The results of the proceedings will be examined by the Steering Group and/or the relevant 

working party. 

 

 

                                        


