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NOTE 
 

from :  Presidency of Working Party on Drugs and Organized Crime 
 
to : Europol Working Party 
 

Nos. prev. docs.:  11848/96 ENFOPOL 190, 5236/97 ENFOPOL 5, 6555/97 ENFOPOL 53 
 

Subject:  Coordination between the Working Party on Drugs and Organized Crime and Interpol 
 

 
 

I. Introduction 

 

 On 7 and 8 January 1997 Steering Group II discussed 11848/96 ENFOPOL 190 on  

 EU-Interpol relations.  That document lists four areas of activity in which Interpol offers facilities, 

including structured consultations on specific topics.  In a letter to the Presidency (5236/97 ENFOPOL 

5), the President and the Secretary-General of Interpol asked for consideration to be given to the 

establishment of a structured dialogue between the EU and ICPO-Interpol to coordinate the different 

initiatives in the field of international police cooperation.  An Annex to the letter contained a report on 

the 25th European Regional Conference, giving interesting information on various forms 

of consultation. 

 

 Steering Group II was of the opinion that the possibility of a structured consultation should be 

discussed by the K.4 Committee.  The Chairman of that Committee has since given his initial reaction 

to Interpol's letter.  It has also been agreed that, acting through the ad hoc Europol Working Party, the 

Working Party on Drugs and Organized Crime and the Police Cooperation Working Party will advise 

the K.4 Committee on the matters which could give rise to untoward duplication of Interpol's efforts in 

future.  The ad hoc Europol Working Party will advise on cooperation between Europol and Interpol. 
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 This note aims to represent the views of the Working Party on Drugs and Organized Crime. 

 

II. Present situation 

 

 There are a great many subjects covered by the Working Party on Drugs and Organized Crime which 

(to prevent information loss) it is desirable and necessary to coordinate with ICPO/Interpol's actitivies, 

for example: sexual exploitation of children, precursors and controlled deliveries. 

 

 As regards sexual exploitation of children, it is worth noting that, in addition to activities taking place 

in a European Union context – such as the experts' meeting on 24 March – there is within Interpol a 

Standing Working Party on offences against minors.  The aim of this Working Party is to follow up the 

conclusions of the experts and to coordinate the resulting activities.  Among other things, there is a 

special Interpol form relating to violence against women and children, a manual of good practice for 

specialized police units, special training, which is being developed together with the UN, and a study 

guide on child pornography on the Internet. 

 

 In the area of precursors it should be noted that Interpol intends to develop an ongoing system to 

provide information on the countries of origin and the routes which supply the clandestine laboratories 

and processing centres. 

 

 Finally, with regard to controlled deliveries: under the Irish Presidency of the European Union, the 

Working Party on Drugs and Organized Crime drew up a Manual on Controlled Deliveries.  For this 

purpose use was made of the existing Schengen "Outline of Controlled Deliveries".  In view of the 

above, it is important to know that Interpol is also conducting research into national legislation, 

administrative regulations and practices within Europe.  Work is also being carried out to ascertain 

where use of controlled deliveries causes problems in practice. 
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III. Recommendations 

 

 The following recommendations should help to promote future coordination between the EU and 

Interpol on specific issues: 

 

 1. At the meeting of the Working Party on Drugs and Organized Crime on 25 March 1997, most 

delegations reported on the presence of a – more or less – structural consultation between members 

of the Working Party from delegations and participants in the Interpol consultations.  This structure 

became possible through existing or specially set-up central units and/or by the same people taking 

part in both Working Party and Interpol meetings.  It may be concluded that better coordination at 

national level should be ensured between those taking part in discussions in Interpol and in the 

European Union to avoid needless duplication. 

 

 2. It is clear from the multiannual programme and the more detailed Presidency programme what 

issues are to be dealt with in the various EU Working Parties.  The multiannual programme creates 

continuity.  Interpol can be consulted to coordinate whether these issues are being dealt with by 

Interpol or conversely by the EU.  Since the main purpose of the consultations is to coordinate the 

respective work programmes, this Working Party takes the view that neither it nor the Europol 

Working Party is the only body suitable to consult Interpol on the subject, but that Steering Group 

II or even the K.4 Committee itself may be the right consultative body for the task. 

 

 3. Regular discussions as referred to in the letter from the President and the Secretary-General of 

Interpol (5236/97 ENFOPOL 5) should receive sympathetic consideration.  If the K.4 Committee 

gives the go-ahead, the effects of recommendations I and II can be assured. 

 

IV. Conclusion  

 

 The above three points offer the possibility of improvement if the K.4 Committee decides on these or 

on other steps.  It is clear from the above that, as matters stand, issues are being discussed in the 

European Union and in Interpol without proper coordination between the two.  A modus operandi 

should be devised to prevent needless duplication in future. 

 

 

                           


