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1. Adoption of the agenda

The group agreed on the agenda set out in telex 1101 of 15 March 2000.

2. Exchange of information on terrorism incidents

Delegations informed the group on terrorist incidents. The Presidency concluded that the

terrorist threat remains important. Terrorist attacks can be launched at any moment either by

existing or new groups. In some cases talks are taking place with terrorist groups.

In many reports reference is made to the Animal Liberation Front. The Portuguese presidency

will host a seminar on eco-terrorism. Vigilance is needed. The Italian delegation invited

delegations to give information on possible terrorist threats in the context of the Holy Year

celebrations.
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3. Document on threat assessment /"open" version

a) The presidency invited delegations that had not yet done so to forward outstanding

contributions for the threat assessment document to the Presidency before the end of March

2000.

b) On the base of a pilot document presented by the Netherlands delegation discussion

continued on the elaboration of a succinct "open" version of the threat assessment document.

Various delegations expressed concerns on the feasibility of the suggestion of the

Netherlands delegation. Confidentiality has to be respected and CFSP experts have to be

involved. Moreover, the potential role of Europol in the exercise of drafting the report

(closed and open version) has to be studied in more detail taking into account new

competences of this organisation in this field and parallel experiences in the elaboration of

the annual organised crime report. The presidency invited delegations to forward as soon as

possible comments on the approach of the Netherlands delegation to the Presidency in view

of subsequent discussion at the next meeting of the group.

4. Incidents of racist/xenophobic nature

Delegations were invited to forward contributions for the repertory on racist/xenophobe

incidents before the end of March to the Presidency.

5. Internet and terrorism: pursuit of debate on possible creation of a Directory

The Portuguese presidency presented its proposal on the possible creation of an e-mail box on

terrorism on Internet.
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In view of various requests for clarification the group decided to create a pilot group of

interested delegations on this project: Proper consideration has to be given to rapidity and

security concerns. At the next meeting of the Group a technical demonstration will be

organised.

Delegations interested in membership of the pilot group are invited to contact the Presidency.

6. Europol and fight against terrorism

a) The deputy director of Europol informed the group on the recent terrorist related activities of

his organisation. In January 2000 a chief of the Terrorist Unit has been appointed.

b) A representative of Europol gave a demonstration on work of Europol as regards the

creation of a Directory on Centres of Excellence based on the Joint Action of October 1996.

c) As it had done at the recent meeting of Heads of National Units, the UK delegation raised

concerns on sending periodic reports to Europol on trends in Terrorist incidents. Duplication

has to be avoided.

7. Preparation of Joint meeting with COTER

The Presidency informed the Group on the Joint meeting with COTER of the same day.

8. Any other business

No matter was raised under this item.


