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Subject:  Progress report on Europol

1. Work to ensure that the Europol Convention enters into force as early as possible, and that Europol is in

a position to take up its activities as soon as possible afterwards, has been, and will continue to be, a

central feature of the UK Presidency. This note reports on progress that has been made so far, and

invites the K4 Committee to report to the Council in similar terms.

Ratification of the Europol Convention and the Protocol on Privileges and Immunities

2. The Council Secretariat have received eleven instruments of ratification from Member States, although

Italy and Greece have completed the necessary domestic procedures. Belgium and Luxembourg have

still to complete domestic procedures.

3. Itis also necessary for the Protocol on the Privileges and Immunities of Europol to be ratified by all

Member States before Europol can take up its activities. So far the Council Secretariat have received

four instruments of ratification. Eleven have still to complete domestic procedures.
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Preparation for implementation of the Convention

4.

The confidentiality regulations were approved in principle by the Council at its meeting on 19 March,

and the text was subsequently “frozen” prior to entry into force of the Convention and the formal

approval of the Management Board and the Council.

A separate paper (EUROPOL 36 Rev 1) on the Rules of Procedure of the Joint Supervisory Body has

been sent to the K4 Committee.

Work on the Headquarters Agreement has continued in the Working Group, and the Presidency hopes

that agreement can be reached on the text before the end of the UK Presidency. (This is a text which

does not need to be approved by the Council, but will be settled by the future Management Board).

The Netherlands delegation to the Working Group have indicated that discussions have begun with

Member States on the bilateral agreements for the privileges and immunities of Europol liaison officers.

All fourteen agreements must be in place before Europol can take up its activities.

Other Issues

8. Atits meeting on 19 March, the Council agreed the regulations on the receipt of data from third States
and third bodies (EUROPOL 38).

9. A separate paper on the Europol budget for 1999 (EUROPOL 46) has been sent to the K4 Committee.

10. A separate paper on the early extension of Europol’s mandate to include terrorism has been sent to the
K4 Committee.

11. The Security Manual is currently under discussion in the Working Group, and the Presidency expects
agreement to be reached on the text before the end of the UK Presidency.
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Management of the EDU

12. Work on the development of the Europol Computer System has continued. Work on the interim solution

remains on course. The Presidency hopes that agreement on the design of the index system can be

reached before the end of the UK Presidency.

13. At its meeting on 19 March the Council approved the EDU Activity Report for 1997 and the EDU
Work Programme for 1998.

14. A separate paper on a return visit to the US by the EDU following the visit to the EDU by US experts in
January (EUROPOL 41 USA 5 Rev 2) has been sent to the K4 Committee.
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