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of : Police Cooperation Working Group
on : 26 April 2000

1. Adoption of the Agenda

The Presidency informed the Group that, for technical reasons, the items foreseen for the meeting of

the Mixed Committee (Norway and Iceland) will be discussed at the next meeting scheduled for 15

May 2000.

The Group adopted the agenda as set out in telex 1757 of 14 April 2000 it being understood that

point 3 of the agenda of the Mixed Committee (vehicle crime/Russia) will be included in the agenda

of the Police Cooperation Working Party. This subject will also be discussed in the next meeting of

the Mixed Committee.
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2. Vehicle crime/Russia (12715/99 ENFOPOL 73)

The Netherlands delegation

- informed the Group of the results of the experts' meeting held in The Hague on 23 April 2000. In

this meeting the experts stressed the importance of taking into account factors like the

strengthening of the information systems, the role of EUROPOL, the improvement of the

registration systems and the organisation of training courses for law enforcement officers from

Central and Eastern European countries;

- announced that a new meeting of experts will take place on 7 June 2000 in order to prepare  a

series of conclusions and recommendations;

- will draw up an addendum to the document 12715/99 ENFOPOL 73 which will be discussed at

the next meeting of the Group on 15 May 2000 with the aim to reach a preliminary common

position of the European Union before the meeting of the EU/Russia Subcommittee foreseen for

the month of June.

3. Harmonisation of identification of synthetic drugs (7474/00 ENFOPOL 21 STUP 5)

The Group took note of the above document presented by the Presidency: The initiative of the

Swedish delegation to propose a comprehensive action against synthetic drugs in Europe (CASE)

should be dealt with in the Drugs Trafficking Group; the Presidency suggested to delete the word

"exclusively" in the last paragraph of document 7474/00 ENFOPOL 21 STUP 5.
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4. Contact points in the EU in the context of war criminals (12894/1/99 JAI 98 REV 1, 6246/00

ENFOPOL 13 COPEN 99)

The Netherlands delegation

- informed the Group of the meeting held by the Working Party on Judicial Cooperation in

Criminal Matters. The majority of delegations were of the opinion that there is no need to create

new structures and proposed to use the ordinary police channels and the European Judicial

Network;

- will take into account the comments made by delegations and draw up a new document that will

be transmitted to the Article 36 Committee.

5. Route project combating illegal trafficking of firearms (6031/00 ENFOPOL 11)

The Group discussed the possible participation of Norway and Iceland in this project. The majority

of delegations supported the idea of allowing this participation. Other delegations expressed some

doubts and feared that this participation could create a precedent for future initiatives.

The Presidency noted that there is no unanimity on the participation of Norway and Iceland and

proposed to submit this question to the Article 36 Committee.

The Finnish delegation informed the Group on the state of play concerning the preparation of the

project.

6. Presentation of the questionnaire on illegal immigration (7796/00 ENFOPOL 24 MIGR 35)

The Presidency presented the above document and informed the Group that it will continue contacts

with the Presidents of other competent Groups which also deal with this subject.
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7. Questionnaire on the law and order and public security risks arising from radioactive,

biological or chemical incidents ( 6673/00 ENFOPOL 16 + COR 1 (pt) )

The Presidency invited delegations to speed up the answers to the above questionnaire.

8. Report on the seminar on "Police training for peace-keeping missions" (10996/1/96

ENFOPOL 1666 REV 1)

The Presidency informed the Group of the above seminar that will take place in Estoril on 29/30/ 31

May 2000.

The aim of this seminar is to elaborate recommendations concerning:

- recruitment of police personal for international peace-keeping missions;

- standard curricula;

- standard training programmes;

- principles for international peace-keeping missions.

9. Presentation of the conclusions of the meeting of European Police Chiefs

(Lisbon, 7 and 8 April 2000, 7753/00 CATS 22)

The Presidency informed the Group of the conclusions of the above meeting of European Police

Chiefs.

These conclusions will be submitted to the Justice and Home Affairs Council meeting on 29/30

May 2000.
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10. Other business

a) Expert meeting on missing persons (7359/00 ENFOPOL 20)

The Netherlands delegation invited the delegations to send details of their contact persons in view

of the meeting that will be held on 4/5 October in the Europol building in The Hague.

b) Crime scene management (7870/00 ENFOPOL 26)

The UK delegation presented the above document which contains a proposal for modification of the

European crime scene manual (10967/98 ENFOPOL 99).

c) Community policing seminar

The Spanish delegation informed the Group of the results of the above seminar held in Madrid on

15/16 November 1999.

________________________


