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NOTE

‘from :  the General Secretariat of the Council

to : delegations’

Subject: Relations with the United States - Implementation of the New Transatlantic Agenda
and the Joint EU-US Action Plan

Following the EU-US Summit in The Hague on 28 May, delegations will find as Anpnexes to this
note the Council Secretariat’s report of the Summit itself, the final version of the Raport to the
Summit from the Senior Level Group, as agreed between the Presidency and Commission, and

the US side, and a Press Statement on the EU-US Democracy and Civil Society Awards
Programme.
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AMNEX 2

New Transatlantic Agenda
Senior Level Group Report to the EU-US Qumnﬁt

(The Hague, 28 May 1887)

The New Transatlantic Agenda (NTA} has given new focus and direction to our political and :

economic partnership, Inthe second year of engagement, the United States and European Unian
have broadened and intensified cooperation on key foreign policy, global and economic concerns
as well-as reinforced the direct ties between our peoples, thus laying the basis for significant
achievements in the Jonger term, We brought many inftiatives 1o fruition during the first half of
1997, emphasising those that produce tangible benefits for our citizens. As part of the
confidence-building process of the NTA, an understanding was reached on April 11 concerning
the Libertad Act, the iran and Libya Sanctions Act, and the EU’'s WTO case regarding the former
with a view to solving important areas of disagreement between us. The implementation of this
understanding will be a priority in the months ahead,

Our NT A achievements acquire parsticular significance as we commemorate the 50th Anniversary
of the Marshall Plan and the 40th Anniversary of the Romne Treaty which lald the foundations for
the European Community, They demonstrate our joint commitment to promoting peace,
prosperity, democracy, human rights and open, market-oriented economies. in this spirit, the EU
and US have agreed on a Democracy and Civil Soclety Awards Programme which would
encourage communities, individuals and non-governmental organisations at the local ievel to
further these goals across the continent of Europe.

We have further strengthened the substance and structure of our cooperation on key foreign
policy issues. In Bosnia, we have intensified our joint efforts to support reconstruction and
prorote reconciliation, with special attention to strengthening Dayton institutional frameworks
and preparing for municipal elections. Our firmness helped persuade the Serbian Government to
honour the resuits of democratic local elections. In Albania, we are cooperating directly and
within the OSCE coordinating framework to facilitate delivery of humanitarian assistance and help
re-establish democratic institutions. We are working together to strengthen our ties with Turkey
and eliminate possible obstacles to closer relations, We have coordinated our efforts to reduce
tensions on Cyprus. Qur enhanced joint efforts at a delicete stage in the Middle East Peace
Progess have sought to encourage dialogue among the parties and promote economic
development. We are intensifying our consultations on lran. On Cuba, we have reaffirmed our
gommitment to promote demaocracy, economic reforms and human rights and are encouraging
others to support those efforts, We have worked to end violence and promote regicnal stability
and political reconciliation in Central Africa. Negotiations have been concluded for the EU to join
the US, Japan and South Korea in the Korean Peninsula Energy Development Organisation
{KEDO), underlining our glohal responsibilities and shared commitment to strengthen non-
proliferation efforts,

in the area of humanitarian and development assistance, we have improved our coordination by
responding to the needs of war-torn societies in countries such as the Democratic Republic of
Congo, Liberia, Guatemala and Halti. We are collaborating on activities to promote democracy
and strengthen civil society in Benin, Bolivia and Bangladesh. Joint efforts are under way to
ensure food security in Malawi, Angola, Liberia and Sierra Leone.
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We have further intensified and better structured our cooperation on counter-terrorism, law
enforcement, rigration, asylum and other global challenges.

in recognition of our shared cormmitment to combat terrorism, we have worked together to pass
a comprehensive terrorisr resolution at the 1996-1897 UNGA. We are coordinating closely on
the negotiation of the draft convention on the suppression of terrorist bombing, wider adherence
to existing anti-terrorism conventions, aviation security, encryption technology and on other areas
of common interest. Our Agreement on Chemical Precursors represents a major success in our
efforts to curb the diversion of chemicals used in the manufacture of illicit drugs. Under our joint
project, we have identified further steps to improve present counter-narcotic efforts in the
Caribbean region in the fields of law enforcement, systems integration, training and eguipment
and maritime cooperation. We have agreed to augment our cooperation on organised crime, As
part of this effort, we have agreed to hold a seminar on tybercrime in The Hague in June,
Following the Ministerial Conference in The Hague in Aprit 1887, we started work on g joint
information campaign aimed at preventing trafficking in women.. We have enhanced our
coliaboration and exchange of data on migration and asylum, and will ghortly hold our second
seminar on this issue, We are working together intensely to advance giobal environmental
negotiations on climate change, chemicals, forests, oceans, and sustainable deveiopment.

Our joint efforts have achieved important results in both our multilateral wrade agenda and our
endeavour to build the New Transatlantic Marketplace. In the WTO, we warked together to
conclude the Information Technology Agreement and the Basic Tetecommunication Services
Agreement, which together liberalise approximately 1 trillion in trade in goods and services. In
the OECD, our joint efforts have comtribuied to the adoption of important decisions on
combatting bribery in international business transactions, as well as guidelines on ¢ryptography
policy.

in the New Transatlantic Marketplace, we have worked to reduce barriers 1o transatiantic trade
and Investment, responding in many cases to recommendations of the Transatlantic Business
Dialogue {TABD}. Regarding an Agreement on Mutua! Recognition of Conformity Assessment
{MRAL we are pleased to report that our negotiators have made excellent progress on the
outstanding issues, There is no agreement as vet between the EU and the US. But we hope to
conciude an agreement in a few days time. Our Customs Cooperation and Mutual Assistance
Agreement will help to facilitate trade, enhance enforcement, and combat fraud. We have
negotiated a Veterinary Equivalence Agreement to facilitate trade in animal products and will
continue 1o address actively the unresolved issues. We are successfully implementing the
Transatlantic Smali Business Initiative, in particular through partnership events on both sides of
the Atlantic. We have negotiated a Positive Comity Agreement to deepen our cooperation on
competition matters. We have intensified our dialogue on regulatory cooperation. We also
supported a successful TABD bio-technology workshop on 29 April. As part of our agenda on
employment we convened on 21-22 May a Workshop on Employment Policy and the Promotion
of Employability Security which brought together government, business and labour ieaders to
consider current fabour market challenges and the existing and proposed policies to address
them. We have made progress on our Joint Study, as noted in the interim report.

We have taken new steps to strengthen owr commercial, social, cultural, scientific and
educational ties. We held on 5-6 May a very successful Transatlantic Conference attended by
more than 300 prominent Americans and Europeans from the private and not-for-profit sectors.
The group produced a substantial list of recomtmendations aimed at providing @ more coordinated
approach to broadening and deepening transatlantic exchanges and training.
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EU-US Sumrmit
The Hague
28 May 1997

4

PRESS STATEMENT
EU-US DEMOCRACY AND CIVIL SOCIETY AWARDS PROGRAMME

In this year of the 50th anniversary of the Marshall Plan and 40th anniversary of the
Rome Treaty, the Buropean Union and the United States are giving sye,cml attention 1o
initiatives that promote peace, prosperity, democracy, buman rights and open, market-
oriented economies. In that spitit, the US and BU have established an awards
programme (0 encouviage commnities, individeals and -non-govermmental
organisations at the local level to further these poals across the continent of Burope.

%

Over the next two years, we will grent awards totalling § I million for the specific
purpose of furthering the recipients’ efforts in promoting democracy and civil society.
It is intended that these awards benefit entire communities and contribute to
deepening these values among all Buropean countries.

A patiel of Americans and Buropezns will choose the award reciplents based on
outstanding achievements in such areas as democracy, human rights and civil society.
~ EU and US officials are developing criteria for the implementation of this
programme., :
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