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 PRIORITY WORK PROGRAMME FOR THE SPANISH PRESIDENCY 

 STEERING GROUP I – ASYLUM AND IMMIGRATION 

 

 

I.  GENERAL 

 

  Preparation of a Council Decision on the publicizing of decisions adopted within the framework of 

Title VI of the Treaty on European Union with regard to asylum and immigration. 

 

II.  ASYLUM 

 

  – Completion of work relating to the Dublin Convention: situation regarding ratification, recording 

entry into force, Member States' exchange of views on measures for implementing the Convention 

and preparation of regular reviews of implementation. 

 

  – Completion of discussions in hand on the harmonized application of Article 1.A of the 

Geneva Convention. 

  

  – Proposal concerning reception conditions for asylum seekers in Member States (economic and 

social rights); 

 

  – Continuation of work on harmonization of the legal requirements relating to the reception of 

refugees. 

 

  – Situation regarding application of the London Resolution of 30 November and 1 December 1992 on 

manifestly unfounded applications for asylum. 

 

III. EURODAC 

 

  Monitoring of the work of the consultant carrying out the feasibility study, with a view to deciding on 

the advisability of setting up the Eurodac system. 
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IV. CIREA 

 

  – Further study of the statistical processing of data on asylum applications and refugee status in 

cooperation with EUROSTAT, with the aim of improving those data. 

 

  – Continuation of work on the compilation of Member States' asylum legislation. 

 

  – Further exchanges of information on third countries, particularly Nigeria, Iraq and Iran. 

 

  – Proposal for an exchange of information on various aspects of the application of Article 1 of the 

Geneva Convention in specific cases: persecutors and exclusion clauses (Algeria) and loss of 

nationality (Caucasus). 

 

 

V. IMMIGRATION 

 

  A. Admission 

 

    – Continuation of work on the status of long-term residents in the territory of the Member 

States. 

 

    – Submission of a draft on the establishment of common principles relating to the admission of 

third-country nationals who do not wish to engage in gainful activity or study. 

 

    – Submission of a draft on guarantees concerning unaccompanied alien minors in the Member 

States, in the light of delegations' replies to the questionnaire submitted by Spain under the 

French Presidency. 

 

    – Continuation of work on establishing the procedure provided for in the Resolution approved 

by the Ministers concerning the admission and residence of displaced persons. 
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    – Follow-up to delegations' replies to the questionnaire concerning exceptions to the principle 

of non-legalization submitted under the French Presidency. 

 

    – Continuation of work already in hand on the follow-up to Resolutions on the admission of 

third-country nationals adopted to date. 

 

  B. Expulsion 

 

    – Continuation of work on concertation and cooperation regarding the execution of expulsion 

measures. 

 

    – Submission of a proposal on draft criteria concerning assistance for the voluntary repatriation 

of third-country nationals whose situation is unlawful, in the light of the replies to the 

relevant questionnaire. 

 

    – Follow-up to the replies to the questionnaire on illegal employment of third-country 

nationals. 

 

    – Consideration of the situation of persons who cannot be expelled, in the light of delegations' 

replies to the relevant questionnaire. 

 

    – Situation regarding implementation of the standardized bilateral readmission agreement and 

inclusion of a readmission clause in association and cooperation agreements. 

 

VI. EXTERNAL FRONTIERS 

 

  Continuation of work on the draft Convention on the crossing of external frontiers. 
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VII. VISAS 

 

  – Continuation of work on the establishment of a common list of third countries whose nationals must 

be in possession of a visa when crossing the external frontiers of the Member States. 

 

  – Further progress on airport transit visas. 

 

  – Submission of a proposal for a common consular handbook on the issuing of visas. 

 

  – Launching of an initiative on local consular cooperation. 

 

VIII. CIREFI 

 

  – Intensification of the exchange of statistical information on immigration. 

 

  – Drawing up of further monographs on specific aspects of illegal immigration. 

 

  – Further study of penalties against those recruiting and facilitating illegal immigrants. 

 

  – Organization of a meeting with third countries. 
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IX. FALSE DOCUMENTS 

 

  – Continuation of work on: 

 

 

   (a) the feasibility study on setting up a harmonized computerized image-archiving and transmission 

system for false and falsified documents; 

   

   (b) the holding of a seminar for border guards on the detection of false and falsified documents; 

 

   (c) preparation of a catalogue of common technical terminology and a centralized collection of 

travel documents; 

 

   (d) the study on the setting up of a database to supplement the questionnaires submitted in the 

CIREFI Working Party; 

 

   (e) Member States' contributions to the European Forgery Bulletin. 

 

  – Organization of a meeting with third countries, notably with representatives of the Maghreb 

countries. 

 

                        


