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EUROPEAN UNION Brussels, 15 October 1996 (17.10) 
 THE COUNCIL (OR.  d) 
 
                              10666/96 
 
   
  LIMITE 
 
  CK4 35 
 
 
 
NOTE 
 

from: German delegation 
 
to : K.4 Committee 
 

Subject:  Draft joint action concerning action to combat trafficking in human beings and sexual 
exploitation of children 

 

 
 

Text proposed by the German delegation for paragraph C on page 5 of 9785/96 CK4 21: 

 

C. Each Member State shall take the measures necessary to ensure: 

 

 (a) appropriate protection for persons who provide information as witnesses in criminal proceedings 

concerning the offences referred to in Title II, paragraph A(a), (b) and (e), in particular in 

accordance with the Resolution of the Council of the European Union of 23 November 1995 on the 

protection of witnesses in the fight against international organized crime and the Resolution of the 

Council of the European Union of 9 July 1996 on persons who cooperate with the judicial 

authorities in the fight against international organized crime; 

  

 (b) appropriate information for witnesses on existing State and non-State assistance pending 

repatriation to their States of origin. 
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  For this purpose, each Member State shall examine the possibility, in the case of victims of offences 

referred to in Title II, paragraph A(a), (b) and (e), who are required to appear as witnesses in 

connection with criminal investigation proceedings or proceedings before the criminal courts, of 

suspending the necessary immediate repatriation for a period corresponding to this purpose in 

accordance with its national law. 

 

  In addition, each Member State shall inform the witnesses concerned of offences referred to in 

Title II, paragraph A(a), (b) and (e), of the existing State and non-State facilities available for 

defending their interests and for return to their country of origin in accordance with the conditions 

generally obtaining with regard to aliens who are obliged to leave the country.  No further residence 

privileges may be derived from their capacity as witness or victim of an offence referred to in 

Title II, paragraph A(a), (b) and (e). 

 

  Every Member State shall ensure that foreign witnesses or the victims of an offence referred to in 

Title II, paragraph A(a), (b) and (e), can inform their families of the current situation provided that 

the purpose of the criminal proceedings and the endeavours to repatriate the foreign witness so 

permit. 

 

 

 

                        


