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Subject : Preparation for proposed Ministerial Meeting in the context of Euro/Mediterranean dialogue

A high level technical meeting of officials responsible for the fight against organised crime in the European
Union Member States and the Mediterranean partner countries was hosted by the Italian Presidency in
Taormina, Italy, on 11th and 12th June, 1996. The meeting was a preparatory meeting in advance of a planned
Ministerial meeting. The conclusions of the preparatory meeting are detailed in ENFOPOL 99 MED 40 and
were considered by the K.4 Committee at its meeting of 25th July, 1996.

The K.4 Committee mandated the relevant Working Groups to carry out further preparatory work in advance of
the anticipated Ministerial meeting. The Police Co-operation Working Group was requested at its meeting on
16th September, 1996 to consider and to prepare a programme of measures in response to the K.4 mandate and
the Presidency asked France in conjunction with Italy and Spain to prepare proposals for consideration by the

Group.
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The conclusions of the Taormina Conference in regard to training of law enforcement officers as set out in
ENFOPOL 99 MED 40 can be summarised as follows:

- As far as training for law enforcement officers is concerned, efforts should focus on the organisation
of regular refresher courses for instructors who, in turn, are responsible for training personnel in the
fight against criminal organisations and their activities, especially drug trafficking, illegal
immigration, money laundering, seizure and confiscation of illicit profits, stolen cars and traffic in

toxic waste.

France in reporting back to the Police Co-operation Working Group on 12 November indicated that they, Italy
and Spain in considering proposals had drawn on these conclusions of the Taormina Conference. Their

proposals for training assistance for the Mediterranean partners focused on the following areas:

Combating trafficking in vehicles and falsification of administrative documents.

- The fight against organised crime and money laundering.

- Combating illegal drug trafficking and clandestine immigration.

France placed particular emphasis on combating trafficking in vehicles and falsification of administrative
documents and suggested that the working languages for these courses should be English, French and Arabic.

They also saw merit in Italy, Spain and France providing training on a joint venture basis.

Italy pointed to the importance of courses on organised crime and money laundering and re-iterated the
willingness of the F.A.T.F. Italian Presidency to organise a Seminar on Money Laundering for the

Mediterranean partners in 1997.

Spain supported the Italian and French suggestions and indicated that their proposals were for courses for the
combating of illegal drug trafficking and clandestine immigration. However, they stated they would need a

little time to develop the proposals.
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The Commission supported the proposals outlined by the three countries mandated by the Presidency to
consider the matter and indicated that funding could be available from the Euro/Mediterranean Programme.
Following further discussion at the Working Group meeting of 12th November 1996, the Police Co-operation
Working Group, while acknowledging that there will be a requirement to prioritise some of these training
courses, was satisfied that these proposals provided a reasonable framework for the development of a European
Union training response to the requirements of the Mediterranean partners and is consequently reporting back to
K.4 on that basis.
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