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Subject : Police Co-operation Working Group and the European Network of Forensic Science
Institutes

In the course of discussions at the Police Co-operation Working Group (PCWG) meeting of 8-9 July 1996, the
Netherlands delegation suggested availing of the expertise of the European Network of Forensic Science

Institutes (ENFSI) to assist the Working Group's examination of scientific and technical policing issues.

Subsequently, the Netherlands documented their proposals in this area and these were discussed at the October

and November meetings of the Working Group.

Essentially, the proposal is that the PCWG would request the advice of ENFSI, if the Working Group
considered such advice was desirable. The proposed procedure for requesting such advice is outlined in
document ENFOPOL 173. The PCWG would not be bound to accept the advice o fENFSI. It would be

entirely a matter for the PCWG to decide on what further action is to be taken.

While the proposals have been generally well received some Member States have expressed reservations mainly

on the basis of ENFSI's structures.
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There would seem to be a strong argument, on the basis of practicality and efficiency, that the PCWG should
fully exploit what scientific expertise is available to it. ENFSI is an expert group of directors of forensic science
laboratories and is willing to assist the PCWG. It represents all but three of the EU Member States. While
ENFSI membership extends beyond the EU and includes some private bodies (universities) it does not follow
that this should preclude the PCWG from availing of its expertise on a selective basis, with the final say as to
how ENFSI advice should be utilised resting with the PCWG.

ENFSI can be viewed as a body whose collective expertise, drawn mainly from Member States' forensic science
laboratories, provides a significant scientific and technical resource of which the PCWG can avail. It could be
asked to advise on particular issues of a scientific or technical nature in order to aid discussions in the PCWG.
ENFSI has already established specialist working groups on a number of topics, such as fibres, paint, explosives

and DNA. ltis likely to establish further expert groups over time.

Subject to the views of delegations, the Presidency suggests that the proposals of the Netherlands delegation be
referred to the K.4 Committee for consideration with the following recommendations from the Working Group

as to the parameters within which the PCWG might avail of the scientific and technical expertise of ENFSI:

1. If ENFSI is requested by the PCWG to offer advice, such requests will relate to clearly defined

scientific and technical items.

2. Any association with ENFSI would be strictly on a scientific/technical basis. There will be no input

by ENFSI to any policy or political matters coming within the remit of the PCWG.

3. The PCWG would not be bound to accept results or advice provided by ENFSI while ENFSI would
not be bound to conduct research/tests on behalf of the PCWG.
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