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1. Adoption of the agenda

The Working Party adopted the agenda as set out in Telex No 4498 of 22 October 1999. An

additional item was raised under “Other business” (see below).

2. Discussion paper on the content of future negotiating Directives for Community
readmission agreements
11061/99 MIGR 59 COMIX 319 (RESTREINT)

This item was not discussed for lack of time.

3. Discussion paper on a draft Council Directive concerning readmission between
Member States of the European Community
11672/99 MIGR 62 COMIX 320

The Presidency emphasized that 11672/99 was a working document solely intended to
facilitate delegations’ initial discussion of this matter. Therefore, this document would not
be revised and delegations’ comments would only be used for the purpose of Finland

drawing up an initiative for an instrument in this area.
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Firstly, delegations expressed their initial views regarding the legal form of the instrument.

A number of delegations provisionally favoured a regulation, as they regarded that future

provisions in this area should be as operational and effective as possible. Others considered
that it would be premature to discuss the form of the initiative before examining its content.

Some delegations also stressed that, in any case, this instrument and the instrument

communitarizing the Dublin Convention should have the same legal form.

The Presidency emphasized that it had to make a choice when presenting its initiative, but

that this choice could eventually be reviewed in the light of future discussions.

Secondly, delegations expressed their provisional comments on the contents of Articles 1

to 11 of the Presidency’s document.

The Presidency took note of the comments received from delegations and announced that it
planned to produce its initiative in time for the next meeting of the Working Party,

scheduled for 29 November 1999.

4. Other business

— Inventory of readmission agreements (11486/99 MIGR 61 COMIX 291)

The General Secretariat invited delegations that had not yet done so to submit updated

information on the readmission agreements that they had concluded, for the purpose of

inclusion in the above-mentioned document.

—  Third countries with which the Community might conclude readmission agreements

The Presidency mentioned that the Strategic Committee on Immigration, Frontiers and
Asylum was collecting Member States’ suggestions regarding the third countries with
which the Community might enter into readmission agreements (see Telex No 4652 of

21 October 1999).
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