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1. Adoption of the agenda 

 

The agenda set out in telex No 3817 of 9 September 1999 was adopted, with the addition of 

sub-items (a) to (e) under “Other business”. 

 

At the request of the Norwegian and Icelandic delegations, the Mixed Committee decided to 

add a new item to the agenda concerning the Republic of Finland’s initiative for the adoption 

of a Council Regulation concerning a uniform format for forms for affixing visas issued by 

the Member States to persons holding travel documents which are not recognised by the 

Member State drawing up the form or to persons holding no travel documents (see item 7 of 

this document). 

 

2. Further consideration of the Council Legal Service opinion on the adaptation and 
updating of the Common Manual and the Common Consular Instructions on Visas 

 10156/99 VISA 50 COMIX 138 
 

The Council Legal Service representative completed the presentation made at the July 

meeting of the Working Party and gave further details on the content of 10156/99 above.
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The German, Spanish and French delegations believed that the following items must be 

distinguished: 

 

– the operative part of the CCIV, which should be considered as a Regulation which has 

to be updated in accordance with the procedure in Article 67 of the TEC, 

 

– the Annexes of the CCIV, which can be divided into three parts, relating to three 

different categories: 

 

(a) a first category the content of which cannot be the object of a delegation of 

powers and which must be updated in accordance with the aforementioned 

Article 67 procedure; 

(b) a second category which should be updated through a delegation of powers in 

accordance with Article 202 of the TEC. However, in this case the Council should 

reserve the right to exercise implementing powers directly; 

(c) a third category which should be updated by simple notification of the Member 

States. 

 

All the delegations agreed with this approach. 

 

A draft initiative from the Republic of Finland will be drawn up to this effect and submitted at 

the next meeting. 

 

3. Further consideration of the Commission staff working paper on visa policy consequent 
upon the Treaty  of Amsterdam and the integration of the Schengen acquis in the EU 

 10251/99 VISA 51 
 

The Commission representative announced that the Commission would shortly submit a new 

proposal for a Regulation based on Article 62(2)(b)(i). 

 

The Danish delegation stated that it broadly agreed with the Commission staff’s view on 

Denmark’s position in the framework of visa policy following the entry into force of the 

Treaty of Amsterdam. However, it expressed some reservations on Denmark’s non-

participation in the new proposal for a Regulation.
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In the Danish delegation’s view (see Article 4 of the Protocol on the position of Denmark), 

Denmark can always participate in the adoption of a new negative list. Regarding the positive 

list, it may participate through the development of the Schengen acquis by giving notification 

within six months if it transposes such a list into its national law (see Article 5 of the 

Protocol). 

 

The Presidency concluded by stating that the Commission staff working paper constitutes a 

basis for future work which will be referred to if it proves necessary. 

 

4. Council Legal Service opinion on bilateral agreements concerning setting out the 
conditions under which nationals of third countries shall have freedom to travel within 
the territory of the Member States 

 11167/99 JUR 339 VISA 70 
 

The Council Legal Service representative presented the content of 11167/99 above. 

 

Since the document was available in English only, discussion was held over to the next 

meeting. 

 

However, there was an exchange of views on the content and scope of bilateral agreements of 

Member States. 

 

The delegations will send the Commission and the Council Legal Service examples of such 

agreements so that they can analyse their content and scope. 

 

5. Consideration of the situation in Hong Kong and Macao concerning the Common List 
on visas 
9501/1/99 VISA 42 COMIX 95 REV 1 

 

The Spanish delegation requested that the working party which is to visit Hong Kong also 

investigate whether the Chinese authorities can review or amend administrative or legal 

decisions taken by the Hong Kong authorities and asked for 9501/1/99 to be modified to that 

effect.
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The German delegation expressed doubts about the visit to Macao. 

 

The Presidency stated that the visit was planned in response to the Portuguese delegation’s 

invitation and that it had been accepted by the Working Party at the July 1999 meeting. 

 

To clarify the nature of the visit, the Commission representative proposed that point 4 of the 

document be amended in accordance with the Council Declaration on Macao, made at the 

time Regulation 574/99 was adopted. The proposal was accepted by the Working Party. 

 

A new revision of the document will be presented at the October 1999 meeting. 

 

6. Initiative of the Republic of Finland with a view to the adoption of a Council Regulation 
on airport transit arrangements 
10867/99 VISA 61 COMIX 224 

 

The French and Austrian delegations requested that Annex 1 of the draft initiative be 

amended to include Bangladesh and Pakistan. 

 

The UK delegation entered a scrutiny reservation. 

 

The outcome of the discussion is given in 10867/1/99 VISA 61 COMIX 224 REV 1. 

 

7. Initiative of the Republic of Finland with a view to the adoption of a Council Regulation 
on a uniform format for forms for affixing visas issued by the Member States to persons 
holding travel documents which are not recognised by the Member State drawing up the 
form or to persons holding no travel documents 
10865/99 VISA 60 

 

The Greek delegation and the Commission representative maintained the scrutiny reservations 

that appear in the above document. 

 

The outcome of the discussion is given in 10865/1/99 VISA 60 REV 1. 
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8. Other business 

 

(a) Preparation of the Vilnius seminar on 30 September and 1 October 1999 

 

The Presidency asked those delegations that had not yet registered for the seminar to do so. 

 

(b) Admission of immigrants to the United States by lottery 
 10868/99 VISA 62 COMIX 225 

 

The Working Party noted the Presidency’s explanations given in 10868/99. 

 

(c) Issue of visas in Taiwan 
 10869/99 VISA 63 COMIX 226 

 

The Presidency presented 10869/99 VISA 63 COMIX 226. After comments from the 

delegations, the document will be revised for the next meeting. 

 

(d) African Development Bank laissez-passer 

 

The Austrian delegation asked the other delegations to state their positions on the recognition 

of the African Development Bank’s laissez-passer. 

 

The Belgian, German, Spanish, French, Greek, Finnish and Swedish delegations stated that 

they did not recognise travel documents issued by financial institutions. 

 

(e) Passport of the former Yugoslavia 

 

The German delegation stated that passports of the former Yugoslavia which are still in 

circulation would be extended to the end of the year 2000 and asked the other delegations 

whether or not that extension of validity was acceptable to the states applying the Schengen 

Convention. Since the delegations had no information on how this extension is to be 

implemented, the discussion was held over to the next meeting. 
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1. Adoption of the agenda 

The agenda set out in Telex No. 3819 of 9 September 1999 was adopted, with the addition 

of sub items (a) to (b) under "Other business".  

 

2. Update of the Work of the Vision group 
  

The Presidency stated that, following the entry into force of the Amsterdam Treaty, the 

former Schengen Vision Working Party had been integrated into the Visa Working Party. 

The Presidency asked the German delegation to report on the current state of play regarding 

the activities of the Vision Working Party which last had met on 31 March 1999. 

 

The German delegation briefly outlined the situation and mentioned the following 

outstanding topics: 

- the implementation of the Technical Specifications of the Schengen Consultation 

Network as set out in document SCH/II-Vision (99) 5 which needed to be converted 

into a document of the Council 
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- the Phonetic Search Procedure in Databases 

- the implementation of the rules on representation and the evaluation of the tests. 

These tests would be combined with the "millennium bug" tests 

- the preparation of the implementation of the Vision Network in Nordic countries 

and accession candidate countries 

- the exchange of statistics and the operation of the MTA 

 

The Presidency added the entry of Nordic countries into the SIS system as a further topic to 

deal with. 

 
 
3. Statistics and Operation of the MTA 
 

The General Secretariat of the Council reported that since April 1999 only a few countries 

had sent in their statistics. 

 

Different delegations stated that since the integration of the Schengen Secretariat into the 

Council no concrete address had been given for the exchange of statistics.  

 

The Presidency asked delegations to send their statistics to the Council secretariat in 

electronical form via e-mail or on diskette. The statistics have to be send before the fifth 

working day of each month. 

 

Given the absence of remarks on the operation of the MTA, the Presidency concluded that 

the MTA was working well.  

 

 
4. Revision of the requirements for the Schengen Consultation Network 
  

The Presidency stated that document SCH/II-Vision (99) 5 would be converted into a 

Council document and distributed to delegations. 
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It furthermore introduced a note from the SIS-TECH Working Party (SIS-TECH 137 

COMIX 219) to the Visa Working party on preparations for migration to a new network 

called "SISNET" for the Schengen Information System, which would be operational in 

August 2001 at the latest. The SIS-TECH Working Party asked the Visa Working Party 

whether it wanted to migrate to this new network and, if so, which functionalities the 

Working Party would require in this network. 

 

Delegations were requested to send in their answers before 11 October 1999. 

 

The Spanish delegation stated that the Visa Working Party could not decide on this. As 

Vision was already participating in  SIRENE PHASE II, it had to follow the migration to the 

new network "SISNET". 

 

The German delegation considered that the deadline was too short and queried the mandate 

of the Visa Working Party to decide on this. 

 

The Netherlands delegation shared the German delegation's doubts about the deadline. It 

outlined that the elaboration of requirements for a new network implied a long term vision. 

  

 
5. Procedure for issuing visas in the framework of representation 

 

The Presidency reported that during its last meeting in March 1999 the Vision Working 

Party agreed on some amendments in the rules on representation. These amendments were 

introduced in document SCH/II-Vision (99) 4 which would be converted into a Council 

document. 

 

The German delegation confirmed that at the beginning of 1999, the Vision Working Party 

finalised the representation rules and proceeded with their implementation. These tests 

would be linked with the year-2000-tests. The German delegation reported that the bilateral 

tests were successful and that forms F and G could be exchanged. 
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The Portuguese delegation stated that preparations for the implementation had been 

undertaken and that two trials, one with Austria and one with Germany, had been set up. It 

pointed out that some difficulties arose with form F. 

 

The German delegation said that these problems could be explained by a misunderstanding 

of the footnote on form F and invited the Portuguese delegation to solve this bilaterally.  

 

 

6. Phonetic Search Procedure in Databases 

 

The Presidency recalled that at the meeting of Schengen Subgroup Vision held on 

26 February 1999, delegations were requested to draft a document describing how each 

country carried out phonetic searches, giving specific details of the algorithms used. The 

Presidency asked whether delegations had already prepared such a document. 

 

The German delegation stated that in November 1999 EDS would organise a demonstration 

of this new search procedure and suggested postponing the discussion until the next 

meeting. 

 

The Presidency agreed to postpone the discussion until next meeting. 

 

 

7. Implementation of the Vision network in the Nordic countries 

 

The Nordic countries (DK, FIN, S, N) indicated the current situation regarding the 

preparations for the implementation of the Vision network in the Nordic countries which is 

expected to take place in the second half of the year 2000. 
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The Finnish delegation stated that a database on visas, with a direct link to the 100 consular 

and diplomatic representations abroad which issue visas, already existed in Helsinki. In the 

course of the year 2000, all representations would be linked to this network. Preparations for 

the implementation of the Vision network were expected to be concluded in the middle of 

the year 2000. After construction of the system in Spring 2000, a final test phase would be 

set up in the Summer. 

 

The Danish delegation reported that in due time a "decentralisation" phase would start. 90% 

of the representations would be linked up. In November and December 1999 preparatory 

work would be done for the Central Danish Aliens Office. A test phase would be launched 

in the course of May 2000. 

 

The Swedish delegation reported that a call for tender procedure has been launched. The 

Central Immigration Office would be responsible for the system. 100 representations abroad 

would be linked up and the test phase would start, as in Finland and Sweden, in May 2000. 

 

The Norwegian delegation stated that preparations for the implementation of the Vision 

network were on schedule. A call for tender procedure has been launched and the system 

would be delivered by early summer 2000 and would be operational in October 2000. 

 

8. Other business 

 

(a) Preparations for the SIS network in the Nordic countries  

  

 The Finnish delegation informed delegations that the integration of the Nordic countries into 

the SIS has been delayed and is now scheduled for 18 December 2000. The reason for this 

delay was unknown. 

 

(b) Publication of EU meeting agendas on internet 

 

 The Presidency stated that the Finnish Parliamentary Commission for European matters had 

decided to publish the agendas of all EU meetings under the Finnish Presidency on the 

internet without referring to documents. 

__________________ 
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1. Adoption of the agenda 

 

 The Working Party adopted the agenda in Telex No 3818 of 9 September 1999. 

 

2. Initiative of the Republic of Finland with a view to the adoption of a Council Regulation 
on a uniform format for forms for affixing visas issued by the Member States to persons 
holding travel documents which are not recognised by Member States drawing up the 
form or to persons holding no travel documents 

 10865/99 VISA 59 

 

The Presidency asked delegations whether they wished to make any further comments in 

addition to those made at the meeting of the Joint Committee. 

 

Delegations reaffirmed their positions as expressed at the aforementioned meeting. 
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3. Common strategy of the European Union on Russia 
 10810/99 VISA 59 
 

The Presidency informed delegations that it was considering inviting a representative of 

Russia to discuss visas in the framework of a meeting of Russia-EU experts. 

 

The German, Spanish and French delegations were cautiously in favour of such a meeting. 

However, the German delegation queried whether the Working Party had the time or 

resources to open a new cooperation front, taking account of the workload of cooperation with 

the candidate countries. 

 

The Commission representative said that under the partnership and cooperation agreement 

with Russia, there was a sub-committee which discussed the fight against organised crime, 

among other things, and questions relating to visa policy could be discussed by them. 

 

The Presidency reminded the meeting that on 4 June 1999 the European Council had adopted 

a common strategy of the European Union on Russia in which it was stated that the problems 

facing the whole continent could be resolved only by increasingly close cooperation between 

Russia and the European Union.  The challenges facing the entire European continent 

included cooperation in the fight against drugs and judicial cooperation, including the 

adjustment of visa policy. 

 

Taking account of that strategy and the fact that CIREFI and CIREA had already planned 

meetings with the participation of representatives of Russia, the Working Party, on a proposal 

from the Presidency, agreed to invite a Russian expert to take part in a meeting of visa experts 

with representatives of Russia during November 1999. 

 

Regarding the agenda for that meeting, delegations would forward to the General Secretariat 

any items which they wished to appear on the agenda, so that it could be finally adopted at the 

Working Party meeting on 20 October 1999. 

 

     

 


