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At the sitting of ~ July 1992 the President of the European Parliament announced 
t hat he had forwarded the motion for a resolution by Mr 8andres Molet on the 
situation of gypsies i n the Communi t y, pur suant to Rul e 4S o f the Rules o f 
Procedure, to the Commi ttee gn Civ il Liberties and Int~:rnCl l Affairs as the 
commit tee responsible. 

At its meeting of 15 July 1992 the committee decided to draw up a report 2nd 
appointed Mr Ramirez Heredia r~pporteur. 

At its mee~ings of 26 March and 13 October 1993 the committee decided to include 
in its report the following motions for resolutions which had been referred t o 
it: 

- 83-1503/92; author: Ramirez Heredia; suhject: the agreement between Germany 
and Romania on the fm:ced repatriation of Romania gypsies; announced in 
plenary sitting: 17 December 1992; responsible: Committee on Civil Libe rties 
and Internal Affairs; 

83-0995/93; author: Piermont; subject: taking in Yugoslavian gypsie s in 
Germany; announced in plenary sitting: 29 September 1993; responsi ble : 
Commit t ee on Civil Liberties and Internal Affairs. 

At its meetings of 24 September 1992, 23 June 1993 and 25 January 199~ the 
committee also dec.ided to include the following petitions in i ts report: 

- Petition No. 219/92 on parking areas for circus peopl~, 
- Petition No. 638/92 on reform of the Caravan Sites Act (1968) proposed by the 

UK Government, 
- Petition No. 727/93 on the right of residence in Germany for gypsies driven 

out of the former Yugoslavia. 

At its meetings of 1 December 1992, 1 July 1993, 2 I:'p.cember 1993, 25 Jam'ar y 
1994 a~d 25 February 1994 the committee considered the draft report. 

At th~ last ~eeting it adopted the resolution unanimously. 

The following took part in the vote: Turner, ch~irman; Tsimas, vice-chairman, 
Ramirez ~ieredia, rapporteur; van den Brink, Imbeni t L2.fuente Lopez, Nordmann I 

Terron I Cusi and Van Outrive. 

The ex!=\lanatory scatement will be presente<: oral ly in plena r y sitting. 

Th'2 report ':las tabled on 25 February 1994. 

The c,'?adline [or tabling amendments will appear on th~ draft tigenda for the 
part-session at which the report i~ to be considered. 
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MOTION FOR A RESOLUTION 

on t he situation of gypsies in the Community 

The European Parliament, 

havi ng r egard to the following motions fur resolut i ons by : 

(a) Mr Bandres Molet on the situation of gypsies i n t he EC (B3 -0 478 / 92 ) , 
(b) Mr Ramir~z Heredia on the agreement between Ge rmany and Roman ia on t he 

forced repatri~tion of Romanian gypsies (B3 -1 503/92 ) , 
(c) Mrs Pier mont on toking in Yugoslc:.vian gypsies in Germany (83- 0995/ 9 3 i. 

having r~gard to Peti t ions Nos. 219/92, 683/9 2 and 727/ 93, 

having regard to the principles ~nshrin2d in the United Na tions Char t e r , 
including tha t of 'resp~ct for human rights and f undamenta l f reedoms f or 
all, without distinction of race, sex, language or religion ', 

hav i ng r egar d to the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts adopted on 
10 December 1948 in Paris, which lays down the guidel ines fo r an 
inte rnationa l orde r founded on protection o f the freedom and the 
fundamental right s of the indiv i dual, 

hav i ng .regard to Articlos 2, 7, 48, 51, 52-66 , 119, 173 and 11 7 of t e 
Treaty establishing the ::::C, ! 

having regard t o t he case-law of the Court o f J ustice on human r' ghts , 
particularly with ref~rence t o ~he r i ght s of minorit i es , 

having regard to the Council 0;; Europe I s European Convent ion on Human 
Ri ghts of November \ 950, 

hav i ng r egard to the conclusions of t he two committee s o f inquiry s et p 
by the European Par liament in 1985 and 1989 on r acism -~d xenophobi a , 

having r egard t o t he decisions 0': the CSCE , and ,).'l rt icularl y the 
r esolutions signed by 34 Heads of Government in Novemt-'r 1990 in ar i s, 
where , f or the first time, the Rom people were r eferred t o as s uch in an 
int e rnational l y valid legal text, 

having r egard to the Commission communica tion o f 19 Novembe~ 1990 on the 
Comtl'.uni ty' s j Oining the European Convent i on on Human Righ t s , 

2 

having regard to the J oint Declar ation against rac ism and .enophobia of 
11 J une 1986 by Parl iament , the Council and the reprrsentatives of thG 
Member states meet ing wi th the Cou1ci l and Commission , 

SEC(90) 2087 - C3-00 22/93 

OJ No . C 158 , 25 . 6 . 1986 , p. 
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hav i ng r egard to the Eur opean Charte r of Fundamental Soci a l Right s , 

havinq regard t o t he Declara tirn on Fundamenta l Right s and Fr eedoms 
adopted by the European Parliament on '2 April 1989, descr i b i ng t he 
fundament2.1 principles of a Community of Rights based on res pec t f or human 
di~nity and fundamental rights', 

having r egard to the Single European Act, which cam~ into f or ce 0n 1 July 
1987 and expresses the determination to work together to pr~mote democ racy 
on the basis of the fundamental rights recognized in the constitutions and 
l aws of the Member states, in the Convention for tho P~otec t ion of Human 
Ri ghts and Fundamental Freedoms and the European Social Charter, notably 
freedom, equality and social justice, 

having regard to the Single Act's declared awareness of th~ r~sponsibil i ty 

incumbent upon Europe to act \·:1 th consistency and solidarity in order more 
e f fectively to protect its common int~rests and independence , in 
particular to apply the principles of democracy and compliance with the 
law and human ri~hts, 

having rega~d to the declaration by the European Council meet ing in Dubli n 
(25-26 JuV 1990) and Maastricht (9-10 December 1 9~ 1) ("In r ac i m nd 
xenophobia , 

having r egard t o the Economic and Social Committee':..; op inion of 23 
November 1988 on the Council's motion for a resolution on comba ting r ac i s m 
and xenophobia3

, 

having regard to its resolution of 11 March 1993 on r~spect for human 
/I rights in the European Community (1993 annual rEport) , 

5 having reg?rd to its resolution on the status o ~ the mobil~ trades, 

having regard to its resolution o~ illiteracy ~nd education for children 
whose ~arents have no fixed abode, 

having regard to its resolution on the situ2t~ . on of gypsi2s in the ~=C 7 , 

having regard to the conclusions of the International Colloquium on Gypsy 
Studies held in Rome from 20 to 28 Septembe r 19~1, 

OJ :'Zo .. e 120, 16.5 . 1989 , p . 51 
.., 
( , SN 271/01/92 

3 
OJ No. e 157, 27.6.1990 , p . 

l' 
OJ No . C 1 15 , 26. 4 .1993 , p . 178 

') 
OJ No. e 277, 17.10.1983, 16( p. 

6 OJ No. e 96, 17.4 . 1989, 250 p. 

7 
OJ No . e 172 , 2. 7 . 1984 , 15 3 p . 
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having regard to the conclusiuns of the European Colloquium on Gypsi e s 
organized by the Standing Conrerence of Local and Regional Authoriti~s of 
Europe in Czechoslovakia from 15 to 17 October 1992, 

having regard to Recommenda tion 1203 (1993) approved by the Parli~mcnt a ry 

Assembly of the Council of Europe on 2 February '993, 

having regard to the declaration and the action plan to combat racis~, 
xenophobia, anti-semitism and intolerance drawn up in Vienna on 9 October 
1993 by the Heads of State and of Government of the Member States of the 
Council of Europe, 

having regard to Rule 45 of its Rules of Procedure, 

having regard to the r2port of the Committee on Civil Liberties and 
Internal Affairs, 

A. whereas the ongoing development of Community legislation should constantly 
reflect events and cover new areas, according to ~rticl~ 235 of the EC 
Treaty, 

B. extremely concerned 
particular! y by the 
minorities living in 

by the growth of racism and xenophobia, 
acts of racist violence perpetrated dgainst 
certain Community Member States, 

and 
t he 

C. aware that the protection of human rights in the Member states is the 
responsibility of the Member states and the bodies set up in conjunction 
with the Council of Europe, 

D. whereas, as a result of centuries of discrimination, thp Rom people are 
not organized in such a way as to assert their rights and defend the i r 
fundamental freedoms within the society in which they live, 

E. whereas the Rom people constitute one of the largest minorities in the 
European 'Jnion, 

F. having regard to the particular needs which this rapid population increase 
implies for ce~tain delicate social sectors, such as schooling and the 
exercise of several basic freedoms, such as the right of establishment and 
the right to vote, 

G. having regard to the specific cultural and traditional charact~ristics of 
the Rom people, which call for appropriately assessed ad hoc action, 

H. having ~esard to the particular needs of the Rom people, in vi~w of their 
specific cultural characteristics, in the context of the economic 2nd 
social reality of Europe i~ the 21st century, 

I. where?s more than 600 000 gypsies wer3 murdered in the concentration camps 
of Nazi Ge rmany and whereas the victims and their families have ye t to 
receive any compensation, 

J. wtwrcas t he Rom continue to be vic: tim~ of wars in Europe and ,1rc~ 

pe r secut ed by all belligerents, for examp12 in the former Yugoslavia, 
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K. having regard to the repatriation agreement signed on 24 September 1992 
between the Federal Republic of Germany and Romania, on the basis of which 
Romanian Rom were forcibly repatriated, which was a c companied by t he 
granting of a ON 1 000 million loan to Romani~; 

1. Calls on the governments 
administrative and social 

of the Member states to introduce legal, 
measures to improve the social situation of 

gypsies and nomad~ in Europe; 

2. Calls for gypsies and nomads legally residing in a Member State to have 
the same right to travel throughout the Member States as citizens of the 
Union; 

3. Recommends that the Governments cf the Member States add an 2dditiona l 
protocol on minorities to the European Convention of Human Rights, i n 
which the definition of minorities explicitly includes gypsies in the for m 
of a reference to landless minorities; 

4. Calls on the Commission and the Council of Europe to draw up a general 
report on the situation of gypsies in the Member States, with particul a r 
regard to coercive measures taken by states, human righ t s violations , etc: 

5. Recommends that the Commission and Council adopt initiative£ 
of culture, education, information and equal rights, in 
proposals to the governments or the appropriate local 
authorities of the Member states; 

in the fiel ds 
the form of 

and regiona 1 

6. Urges that budget items be maintained, and wherever possible increased, 
in the Community budget for funding such social, cultural and educational 
action for the gypsy community; 

7 . Recommends that the Commission, the Council and the 90vernments of th : 
Member states should do everything in their power to assist in the 
economic, social and political integration of gypsies, with the objecti~e 
of eliminating the deprivation and poverty in which the gredt majority of 
Europe's gypsy population still lives at the present time; 

8. Rccogni zes that gypsies are subject to persecution in m2ny countries in 
Central and Eastern Europe and recommends that they should therefore be 
guaranteed a right of residence on the same terms as other citizens in th e 
EU Member Stat~s; 

9. Condemns the conclusion of repatriation agreern~nts bet~~en the European 
Union Member states and the countries of Central and Eastern Europp which 
result in refugees being traded like goods; 

10. Stresses the need for fresh measures in the educational field, if r a cism 
and xenophobia are to be combated effectively, and urges the Comm i ssion) 
the Council and the governments of the Member States to promote a range 
of measures to help remove the major obstacles to the school educa t ion o t 
the children of gypsies and travelling people; 

11. Calls on the Commission, the Council and the governm~nts of the Member 
states to recognize the language and other aspects of gypsy culture ~ ~ 

forming an integral part of Europe's cultural heritage; 
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12. Recommends th"t the Commission and the Counc;il carry out an in-depth s tud"{ 
of the educ~tion and training problems facing gypsies and nomads, 
particularly the schooling of gypsy children who do not 1.8ve an adequate 
knowledge of the language of the country or of the r~gion in \~hich they 
reside; also recomm~nds setting up a specific training prog~amme desi~ned 
to enable teaching in the gypsy language to be included in curricula, and, 
as part of its work in the field of inter-cultural education, to prepare 
information sheets on the subject for teachers; 

13. Reminds the Commission, the Council and the governments of the Member 
states of the decisive role of the media and of local and regional 
authorities in eliminating racial prejudice and supports full cooperation 
with the Economic and Social Committee, the Council of Europe and the CSCE 
to ensure that problems linked to racism and xenophobia are tackled 
effectively; 

14. Urges the Commission and the Member States to implement programmes which 
provide adequate information for the general public on genuine gypsy 
culture, especially by promoting information programmes carried out by 
gypsies themselves; 

15. Reminds the Community's gypSy citizens of their right to submit petitions 
to the European Parliament if they believe themselves to have been the 
victims of racist behaviour; 

16. Calls on the German Government to compensate any Rom and their families 
who we~e victims of Nazi persecution; 

17. Calls on the Member states not to expel any members of the Rom people who 
have fled Romania and the former Yugoslavia and to facilitate the entry 
of their family members; 

18. Urges the Commission and the Council to set up a European ~esearch a~d 
information centre, through which the most representative gypsy 
organizations could deal with the Community authorities on all political, 
social, or cultural matters involving the Rom people; 

19. Encourages gypsy organizations to amalgamate at European level, and calls 
on the Commission and the Member states to give financial assistance to 
such an amalgamation; 

20. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the 
Commission and the governments of the Member States. 
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MOTION FOR A RESOLUTION 
pursuant to Rul e 63 of the Rules o f r~ocedurQ 
by Mr BANDRES MOLET 
on I:.l H~ situation of the Romany community in the EC 

Th~ Europe3D Parli9~, 

83-0 478 / 92 

~. whereas the increase in racism and xenophobia poses a t hreat no t only to 
citizens from outside the Community who live amongst us but a lso to peopl e 
and communiti2s who have full European citizenship but preser ve the i r own 
separ ate i dentities , 

B. whereas the Romany community is one of the most conspicuous minori ti es i n 
Europe, 

C. assuming tha t the problems of coex:i stence f aced cy t his European ane 
Community minority form part o f the ~esponsibilit ie s of the Commi ttee on 
Civil Liberties and Internal Aff2irs of t he EP, 

1. Resolves to carry out a de tailed study of the living conditions of the 
Romany community in all the Member states in order to enable them to full y 
exercise their citizens' rights and to safegua rd their civil libe~ ties; 

2. Decides to draw up a series of proposals for the Counci l and Commission 
to eradicate the marginalization presently suffered by t his communit y ; 

3. Urges the governments of the Member state s to comply, in the spirit of the 
agreement r eached at the ~aris Summit in December 1990 of the Conference 
o~ Secur ity and Cooperation in Europe, with the recommendations of th~ 

conference with regard to national minorities. 
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MOTI ON FOR A RESOLUTION 8 3-150 3 / 92 
pursuant t o Rule 63 o f the Rules of Procp.dure , 
by Mr RAM IREZ HEREDIA 
on t he Agreement be tween Ge rmany and Romani a on the forced repa t r ' ation of 
ROmanian gypsies 

The Eur opean Par l i ament, 

A. whereas on 24 September Ger many signed an agreement with Romani a 
permit ting t he expulsion f rom its territory of Roman ian gyps ies r eques ting 
poli t ica l a s yl um , ' 

B. surpr i sed by t he signing of such an agreement, involving the deportation 
of 30 000 gypsies, 

C. concerned bv the news th~t t~e Ge r man Gove rnment i s to grant t he Roman i an 
Government a loan o f DM 1 000 mi llion as 'payment ' for the s i gn i ng o f the 
agreement, 

D. a larmed a t the dangerous implications o f such agreements, s ince any 
government may force minorities t o seek r efuge in a ne ighbouring count ry 
and th8n demand mone tary compe nsat ion t o t ake them back, 

E . r ecalling that more then 600 000 gypsies died in t he concent r at ion camps 
of t he Th ird Rei ch, 

F. conscious of the endeavours being made by gypsy associa tions vis- a -vi s 
var ious state authorities, 

1. Rejects any policy justifying racist attitudes and behaviour; 

2. Condemns the rac ial violence which part i cula r ly gypsies i n Germ5~ Y 

exper i e nce ; 

3. Di s approves of the s i gning of the agreement be t wee n Germany and Romania. 
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• HOTION FOR A RESOLUTION 
pursuant t o Rule 63 of t he Rules of Procedur e 
by "Irs PI ERMONT on taking in Yugoslavian gypsies in Germany 

The European Pa =l i ament , 

B3 - 09 9'5 / 93 

A. wher eas s ince 16 May 1993 more t han 40 gypsies from the f ormer YugoG r avia 
have found t emporary refuge f rom deporta t ion in t he Evangelica l 
Reconc i l i ation Church on the s ite of the concentration camp memorial in 
Dachau, 

B. whereas a civil war is currently raging in the f ormer Yugoslevia and many 
gypsies have been murdered by C=Oi!lt~.an and Ser bian troops , 

C. whereas gypsies have been called up by all t he warring fac tions and many 
re fugees ~iay face the dea th penalty for desert ion if they are deported, 

D. wi"ler0as gypsies have also been deported to Macedoni a , even though pogroms 
against gypsie s have already becn carried out the r e and may well be 
repea ted, 

~. Calls on the Ge r man Governm~nt - prrticular ly in the context of the murde r 
of 500 000 gyps ies by Naz:' Germany - to recognize the gyps i e s as an e t hnic 
and cul~ural minority and to compensate the descendants of those murdered 
by the tlazis; 

2 . Demands that a l l gypsies fro~ the former Yugosl avi~ be granted the 
guaranteed r ight to remain in the Commun i ty ; 

. 
3. Cal l s on the German Government in particular belatedly tn sign Rezo l uticn 

T 

62 of the UN Human Rights Commission of 5 March 1992 en protection fo ': 
gypsies ; 

4 . Calls on t he European Community and its Member Sta t es to exclude those 
states which commit human rights violations against gyps ies when granting 
financial aid. 
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