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*

At the sitting of € July 1992 the President of the European Parliament announced
that he had forwarded the motion for a resolution by Mr Bandres Mulet on the
situation of gypsies in the Community, pursuant to Rule 45 of the Rules of
Procedure, to the Committee on Cilvil Liberties &and Internal Affairs as the
committee responsible,

At its meeting of 15 July 1952 the committee decided to draw up a report =nd
appointed Mr Ramirez Heredia rapporteur.

At its meetings of 26 March and 13 October 1993 the committee decided to include

in its report the following motions for resolutions which had been referred to
it:

- B3-1503/92; author: Ramirez Heredia; subject: the agresement between Germany
and Romania on the forced repatriation of Romania gypsies; announced in

plenary sitting: 17 December 1992; responsible: Committee on Civil Liberties
and Internial Affairs;

- B3-0995/93; author: Piermont; subjeoct: taking in Yugoszlavian gypsies in
Germany; announced in plenary sitting: 29 September 1993; responsible:
Committee on Civil Liberties and Internal Affairs.

At its meetings of 24 September 1992, 23 June 1993 and 25 January 1994 the
committee also decided to include the following petitions in its report:

Petition No. 219/92 on parking areas for circus people,

Petition No. 638/92 on reform of the Caravan Sites Act (1968) proposed by the
UK Governnment,

Petition No. 727/93 on the right of residence in Germany for gypsies driven
out of the former Yugoslavia.

At its meetings of 1 December 1992, 1 July 1993, 2 December 1993, 25 Janvary
1994 and 25 February 1994 the committee considered the draft report.

At the last meeting it adopted the resolution unanimously.

The following took part in the vote: Turner, chairman; Tsimas, vice-chairman,

Ramirez hHeredia, rapporteur; van den Brink, Imbeni, Lzfuente Lopez, Nordmann,
Terron I Cusi and Van Outrive.

exnlanatory statement will be presentec orally in plenary sitting.

7 %

report uas tabled on 25 February 1994.

The cd=adline {or tabling amendments will appear on the draft agenda for the
part-session at which the report is5 to be considered.
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A
MOTION FOR A RESOLUTION

on the situation of gypsies in the Community

The European Parliament,

having regard to the following motions for resolukions by:

(a) Mr Bandres Molet on the situation of gypsies in the EC (B3-0478/92),

(b) Mr Ramirez Heredia on the agreement between Germany and Romania on the
forced repatriation of Romanian gypsies (B3-1503/92),

(c) Mrs Piermont on taking in Yugoslevian gypsies in Germzny (B3-0895/93;,

having regard to Petitions Nos. 219/92, ¢83/92 and 727/93,

having regard to the principles enshrinad in the United Nations Charter,
including that of 'respact for human rights and fundamental freedoms for
all, without distinction of race, sex, language or religion',

having regard to th2 Universal Declaration of Human Rights adopted on
10 December 1948 in Paris, which lays down the quidelines for an
international order founded on protecticon of the freedom and the
fundamental rights of the individual,

having regard to Articles 2, 7, 48, 51, 52-66, 119, 173 and 117 of the
reaty establishing the Z=C, |

having regard to the case-law of the Court of Justice on human rights,
particularly with reforence to the rights of minorities,

having regard to the Council oi Europe's European Convention on Human
Rights of November 1850,

having regard to the conclusions of the two committees of inquiry set up
by the European Parliament in 1985 and 1989 on racism 4 xenophobia,

having regard to *the decisions oif the CSCE, and articularly the
resolutions signed by 34 Heads of Government in Novem: r 1990 in Paris,
where, for the first time, the Rom people were referred to &s such in an
internationally valid legal text,

having regard to the Commission communication of 19 November 1990 on the
" e s . . i
Community's joining the European Conventicon on Human Rights ,

having regard to the Joint Declaration against racism and xenophobia of
11 June 1986 by Parliament, the Cnuncil and the :eprESQntativ:: of the
Member States meeting with the Couwicil and Commission®,

SEC(90) 2087 - C3-0022/93

0J No. C 158, 25.6.1986, p

-
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having regard tc the Europ2an Charter of Pundamental Social Rights,

having regard to the Declaratien on Fundamental Rights and Freedoms
adopted by the European Parliament on 12 April 1989, describing the

fundamental principles of a Com¢unity of Rights based on respact for human
dicnity and fundamental rights ,

having regard to the Single European Act, which came into force nn 1 July
1987 and expresses the determination to work together to promote democracy
on the basis of the fundamental rights recognized in the constitutions and
laws of the Member States, in the Convention for the Protection of Human
Rights and Fundamental Freedoms and the European Social Charter, notably
freedom, equality and social justice,

having regard to the Single Act's declared awareness of the rasponsibility
incumbent upon Europe to act with consistency and solidarity in order more
effectively to protect its common interests and independence, 1in

particular to apply the principles of democracy and compliance with the
law and human rights,

having regard to the declaration by the European Council meeting in Dublin

{25-26 July 1990) and Maastricht (9-10 December 1991) on racism and
xenophobia”,

having regard to the Economic and Social Committee's opinion of 23

November 1988 on the Council's motion for a resolution on combating racism
and xenophobia”,

- having regard to its resolution of 11 Harch 1993 on respect for human
rights in the European Community (1993 annual report) ,

having regard to its resolution on the status of the mobile tradess,

having regard to its resolution on illiteracy and education for children
whose parents have no fixed abode’,

having regard to its resolution on the situation of gypsi=zs in the E:C7,

having regard to the conclusions of the International Colloguium on Gypsy
Studies held in Rome from 20 to 28 September 1991,

0J @wo. C 120, 16.5.198%, p. 51

~d

SN 271/01/92
0J No. C 157, 27.6.1990, p. 1
0J No. C 115, 26.4.1993, p. 178

0J No. C 277, 17.10.1983, p. 16¢

® 03 No. C 96, 17.4.1989, p. 250
7 03 No. C 172, 2.7.1984, p. 153
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having regard to the c¢onclusions of the European Colloquium on Gypsies

organized by the Standing Conference of Local and Regional Authorities of
Europe in Czechoslovakia from 15 to 17 October 1992,

having regard to Recommendation 1203 (1993) approved by the Parliamentary
Assembly of the Council of Europe on 2 February 1993,

having regard to the declaration and the action plan to combat racism,
xenophobia, anti-semitism and intolerance drawn up in Vienna on 9 October

1993 by the Heads of State and of Government of the Member States of the
Council of Europe,

having regard to Rule 45 of its Rules of Procedure,

having regard to the report of the Committee on Civil Liberties and
Internal Affairs,

whereas the ongoing development of Community legislation should constantly

reflect events and cover new areas, according to Article 235 of the EC
Treaty,

extremely concerned by the growth of racism and xenophobia, and
particularly by the acts of racist violence perpetrated against the
minorities living in certain Community Member States,

aware that the protection of human rights in the Member Stzates is the

responsibility of the Member States and the bodies set up in conjunction
with the Council of Europe,

whereas, as a result of centuries of discrimination, the Rom people are
not organized in such a way as to assert their rights and defend their
fundamental freedoms within the society in which they live,

whereas the Rom people constitute one of the largest minorities in the
European 'Jnion,

having regard to the particular needs which this rapid population increase
implies for certain delicate social sectors, such as schooling and the

exercise of several basic freedoms, such as the right of establishment and
the right to vote,

having regard to the specific cultural and traditional characteristics of
the Rom people, which call for appropriately assessed ad hoc action,

having recard to the particular needs of the Rom people, in vizw of their
specific cultural characteristics, in the context of the economic z=nd
social reality of Europe in the 21st century,

whereas more than 600 000 gypsies wer2 murdered in the concentration camps

of Nazi Germany and whereas th2 victims and their familiec have vet to
receive any compensation,

whercas the Rom continue to be victime of wars in Furope and are
persecuted by all belligerents, for exampla in the former Yugoslavia,

- PE 206.967/fin.
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having regard to the repatriation agreement signed on 24 September 1992
between the Federal Republic of Germany and Romania, on the basis of which
Romanian Rom were forcibly repatriated, which was acccmpanied by the
granting of a Dil 1 000 million loan to Romanieg;

Calls on the governments of the Member States to introduce legal,
administrative and social measures to improve the social situation of
gypsies and nomads in Europe;

Calls for gypsies and nomads legally residing in a Member State to have

the same right to travel throughout the Member States as citizens of the
Union;

Recommends that the Governments cf the Member States add an additional
protocol on minorities to the European Convention of Human Rights, in
which the definition of minorities explicitly includes gypsies in the form
of a reference to landless minorities;

Calls on the Commission and the Council of Europe to draw up a general
report on the situation of gypsies in the Member States, with particular
regard to coercive measures taken by states, human rights violations, etc;

Recommends that the Commission and Council adopt initiatives in the fi2lds
of culture, education, information and equal rights, in the form of

proposals to the governments or the appropriate local and regional
authorities of the Member States;

Urges that budget items be maintained, and wherever possible increased,

in the Community budget for funding such social, cultural and educational
action for the gypsy community;

Recommends that the Commission, the Council and the governments of thr
Member States should do everything in their power to assist in the
economic, social and political integration of gypsies, with the objective
of eliminating the deprivation and poverty in which the great majority of
Europe's gypsy population still lives at the present time;

Rzcognizes that gypsies are subject to persecution in meny countries in
Central and Tastern Europe and recommends that they should therefore be

guaranteed a right of residence on the same terms as cther citizens in the
EU Member Statas;

Condemns the conclusion of repatriation agreements betv2en the European
Union tMember States and the countries of Ceontral and Eastern Europe which
result in refugees being traded like goods;

Stresses the need for fresh measures in the educational field, if racism
and xenoohobia are to be combated effectively, and urges the Commission,
the Council and the governments of the !{ember States to promote a range
of measures to help remove the major obstacles to the school education of
the children of gypsies and travelling pcople;

Calls on the Commission, the Council and the governm2nts of the Member

States to recognize the language and other aspects of gypsy culture ac
forming an integral part of Europe's cultural heritage;

PE 206.967/f1a.
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Recommends that the Commission and the Council carry out an in-depth study
of the education and training problems facing gypsies and nomads,
particularly the schooling of gypsy children who do not have an adequate
knowledge cf the language of the country or of the region in which they
reside; also recommends setting up a specific training programme designed
to enable teaching in the gypsy language to be included in curricula, and,
as part of its work in the field of inter-cultural education, to prepare
information sheets on the subject for teachers;

Reminds the Commission, the Council and the governments of the Member
States of the decisive role of the media and of local and regional
authorities in eliminating racial prejudice and supports full cooperation
with the Economic and Social Committee, the Council of Europe and the CSCE

to ensure that problems linked to racism and xenophobia are tackled
effectively;

Urges the Commission and the Member States to implement programmes which
provide adequate information for the general public on genuine gypsy

culture, especially by promoting information programmes carried out by
gypsies themselves;

Reminds the Community's gypsy citizens of their right to submit petitions

to the Europnean Parliament if they believe themselves to have been the
victims of racist behaviour;

Calls on the German Government to compensate any Rom and their families
who were victims of Nazi persecution;

Calls on the Member States not to expel any members of the Rom people who

have fled Romania and the former Yugoslavia and to facilitate the entry
of their family members;

Urges the Commission and the Council to set up a European research and
information centre, through which the most representative gypsy
organizations could deal with the Community authorities on all political,
social, or cultural matters involving the Rom people;

Encourages gypsy organizations to amalgamate at European level, and calls

on the Commission and the Member States to give financial assistance to
such an amalgamation;

Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the
Commission and the governments of the Member States.

- PE 206.967/fin.



MOTION FOR A RESOLUTION

B3-0478/92

pursuant to Rule 63 of the Rules of Procedure
by Mr BANDRES MOLET

on tlie situation of the Romany community in the EC

Th2 European Parliament,

e
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whereas the increase in racism and xenophobla poses a threat not only to
citizens from outside the Community who live amongst us but also to neople

and communiti2s who have full European citizenship but precerve their own
separate identities,

whereas the Rumany community is one of the most conspicuous minorities in
Europe, '

assuming that the problems of coexistence faced hy this European and
Community minovity form part of the responsibilities of the Committee on
Civil Liberties and Internal Affeirs of the EP,

Resolves to carry out a detailed study of the living conditions of the
Romany community in all the Member States in order to enable them to fully
exercise their citizens' rights and to safequard thecir civil liberties;

Decides to draw up a series of proposals for the Council and Commission
to eradicate the marginalization presently suffered by this community;

Urges the governments of the Member States to comply, in the spirit of the
agreement reached at the Paris Summit in December 1990 of the Conference

on Cecurity and Cooperation in Europe, with the recommendations of the
conference with regard to national minorities.

PE 206.967/fin.



MOTION FOR A RESOLUTION B3-~1503/932
pursuant to Rule 63 of the Rules of Procedure.
by Mr RAMIREZ HEREDIA

on the Agreement between Germany and Romania on the forced repatriation of
Romanian gypsies

The Eurgpean Parliament,

A.

whereas on 24 September Germany signed an agreement with Romania

permitting the expulsion from 1ts territory of Romanian gypsies requesting
pclitical asylum,

surprised by the signing of such an agreement, involving the deportation
of 30 0CO gypsies,

concerned bv the news that the German Government is to grant the Romanian

Government 2 loan of DM 1 000 million as 'payment' for the signing of the
agreement,

alarmed at the dangerous implications of such agreements, since any
government may force minorities to seek refuge in a neighbouring country
and th=n demand monetary compensation to take them back,

recalling that more then 600 000 gypsies died in the concentration camps
of the Third Reich,

conscious of the endeavours being made by gypsy associations vis-a-vis
various state authorities,

Rejects any policy justifying racist attitudes and behaviour;

Condemns the racial violence which particularly gypsies in Germany
experience;

Disapproves of the signing of the agreement between Germany and Romania.
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MOTION FOR A RESGLUTION B3-0995/93

pursuant to Rule 63 of the Rules of Procedure
by Mrs PIERMONT

on taking in Yugoslavian gypsies in Germany

The European Parliament,

A.

—
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whereas since 16 May 1993 more than 40 gypsies from the former Yugoslavia
have found temporary refuge from deportation in the Evangelical

Reconciliation Church on the site of the concentration camp memorial in
Pachau, -

whereas a civil war is currently raging in the former Yugoslavia and many
gypsies have been murdered by Croatian and Serbian troops,

whereas gypsies have been called up by all the warring factions and many
refugees may face the death penalty for desertion {f they are deported,

whereas gypsies have also been deported to Macedonia, even though pogroms

against gypsies have already been carried out there and may well be
repeated,

Calls on the German Government - perticularly in the context of the murder
of 500 000 gypsies by Naz: Germany -~ to recognize the gypsies as an ethnic

and culiural minority and to compensate the descendants of those murdered
by the tazis;

Demands that all gypsies from the former Yugoslavia be granted the
guaranteed right to remain in the Community;

Calls on the German Government in particular belatedly te sign Resoluticen
62 of the UN Human Rights Commission of 5 March 1992 on protection for
gypsies;

Calls on the European Community and its Member States to exclude those

states wnich commit human rights violations against gypsies when granting
financial aid.
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