
Statewatch 
PO Box 1516, London N16 OEW 
Tel: 0181 802 1882 
Fax: 0181 880 1727 
e-mail: statewatch-off@geo2.poptel.org.uk 

27 February 1996 

Dear Mr Goebe l, 

I would be gratefu l if you could send me copies of the Minutes, 
known as the "Outcome of Proceedings", of the K4 Committee held 
on the foll owing dates: 

3 November 1993 

3 and 4 February 1994 
3 and 4 Marc h 1994 
14 and 15 April 1994 
3 1 :May and 1 June 1994 
27 and 28 July 1994 
21 and 22 September 1994 
12 and 13 Oct ober 1994 
19 and 20 December 1994 

20 January 1995 
22 ~nd 23 February 1995 
7 April 1995 
4 July 199 5 
12 and 13 September 1995 

Yours sincerely, 

Tony Bunyan, 
Edit o r 
(Member International Federation of Journalists) 



3172 EUROPEAN UNION 
THE COUNCIL Brussels, 0 3 ~"o 10~S 

General Secretariat 

Dear Mr. Bunyan, 

Mr. Tony Bunyan 
Editor 
Statewatch 
P.o. Box 1516 
London N16 OEW 
united Kingdom 

I refer to your fax letter dated 27 February 1996, received by 
the General Secretariat of the Council on 04 March, by which you 
seek access to: 

"copies of the Minutes of the K4 Committee from 3 November 
1993 untill 12 and 13 September 1995." 

Public access to such documents is governed by Council Decision 
93/731/EC (OJ L 340/43 of 31.12.1993 - hereafter referred to as 
"the Decision"), in accordance with which your application has 
been considered. 

with regard to these documents,your attention is drawn to the 
provisions of Article 3(2) of the Decision: 

"The relevant 
endeavour to 
applications 
documents." 

departments of the General Secretariat shall 
find a fair solution to deal with repeat 
and/or those which relate to very large 

Your request in this regard is a repeat application which relates 
as well to a very large number of documents. 

The General Secretariat has however found a fair solution, by 
enclosing herewith the following Outcomes of proceedings: 

20 January 1995 (document 4423/95), 
22 and 23 February 1995 (document 5200/95), 
7 April 1995 (document 6684/95), 
4 July 1995 (document 9148/95), 
12 and 13 September 1995 (document 9850/95). 

Yours sincerely 

For the General sec~::r~a:!,\ 
L. Goebel \ 

Enclosures 
175, rue de la Lai 1048 Brussels 
Tel: 285 .65.23 Fax: 285 .81.74 

Please note that under article 7 (I) of Council Decision of 20 December 1993 on public access to Council documents, when an applicant 
is informed that the intention is to reject his application he has one month to make a confirmatory application for that position to be 
reconsidered, failing which he will be deemed to have withdrawn his original application. 



Statewatch-
PO Box 1516, London N16 OEW 
Tel : 0181 802 1882 
Fax: 01 81 880 1727 
e-mail: statewatch-off @ge02.poptel.org.uk 

17 April 1996 

Dear Mr Goebel. 

Thank you for your letter of 3 April received by us on 15 April 1996. I must say I was a little surprised 
by the reply in this letter in which it is stated that: "Your request in this regard is a repeat application 
which relates as well to a very large number of documents" and goes on to say: "that the General 
Secretariat has however found a fair solution" . 

I should like to point out the following : 

1. My request was not a "repeat application". No previous application has requested the 
information asked for in my letter of 27 February 1996 it was thus not a "repeat application" . 

2. In your letter you refer to Article 3(2) which states that a "fair solution" shall be sought where 
it relates "to very large documents" and you state that my request concerns "a very large 
number of documents." The Decision referring to "very large documents" clearly concerns 
documents which comprise a "large" number of pages (for example , 100) and not to a lot of 
individual documents. 

The assertion .therefore that my request concerned "a very large number of documents" is 
incorrect and provides no grounds under the Decision for refusal of access. 

3. Taken together - points 1 and 2 above - there are therefore no grounds for applying the quoted 
section. Article 3 (2) of a "fair solution". 

[NB: exactly the same points , 1 to 3 above, apply to the response given in the letter of 28 March 1996 
but it is not my Intention at this stage to pursue this] 

I am writing to ask you to reconsider your response to my letter of 27 February. If you are not prepared 
to reconsider then, reluctantly , I wish to make a confirmatory application under Article 7 (1) of Council 
Decision of 20 December 1993 regarding access to the documents requested. 

If access to any of theSe documents is still refused I would be grateful if the grounds for refusal could 
be stated for each document. Further, in the case of any refusal to give access to these documents I 
would be grateful if you could tell me the level of classification applied to them. 

Yours sincerely, 

Tony Bunyan, 
Editor 
(Member, International Federation of Journalists) 

) 



COUNCIL 
OF THE 

EUROPEAN UNION 

The President 

Mr Tony Bunyan 
Editor 
Statewatch 
P.O. Box 1516 
UK - LONDON N16 OEW 

Sir, 

Brussels, 23M A I 1996 

4731 

I refer to your letter of 17 April 1996 received on 24 April 1996 contaiillng a 
confmnatory application pursuant to Article 7(1) of Council Decision 93/731/EC. 
The Council has carefuUy examined your letter and I have to infonn you that the 
Council endorses the letter of the General Secretariat of 3 April 1996 and is of the 
opinion that your request is a repeat application and that a fair solution was given to 
your request. 

Your applications, which in an overwhelming number of cases have been 
related to activities in the JHA field, have always involved requesting first the 
agendas and then the documents referred to on the agenda. In that respect, your 
request for access to the Minutes of meetings of the K.4 Committee between 
3 November 1993 until 12 and 13 September 1995 constitutes a repeat application 
similar to those which you have presented in the past. 

Rue de Is Loi, 175 
1048 BRUSSELS 

Tel. (02)285.61 . 11 - Telegrams: Consilium Bruxelles - Telex: 21711 Consil B 



- 2 -

You say that none of your previous applications included requests for the 
same information. However, the Council is of the opinion that it would not make 
much sense for the same applicant repetitiously to request exactly the same 
information . That is why the Council considers that the General Secretariat 
correctly interpreted the notion of "repeat applications" under Article 3(2) of 
Council Decision 9317311EC. 

You have also provided a narrow interpretation of the expression "very large 
documents" . Nevertheless, the words "and/or" in Article 3(2) show that the fact of 
a repeat application is sufficient for the General Secretariat to find a fair solution to 
deal with it. Consequently, for the reasons set out above, the Council considers that 
sending you the last five outcomes of proceedings which you have requested 
amounts to a fair solution in this particular case. 

You may be assured, however, that the Council always considers every 
request for access to documents on its merits and this answer is therefore without 
prejudice to the reply it would give to any further applications you may wish to 
make. 

Yours faithfully, 

Your attention is drawn to the provisions of Articles 138e and 173 of the EC Treaty , 
relating respectively to the conditions for referral to the ombudsman by natural 
persons and for review by the Court of Justice of the legality of Council acts. 

Rue de la Loi . 175 
1048 BRUSSELS 

P. BERSANI 

Tel. (02)285 .61.1 I • Telegrams: Consilium Bruxelles . Telex: 21711 Consil B 



EUROPEAN UNION 
THE COUNCIL 

General Secretariat 

Dear Mr. Bunyan, 

Brussels, 0 9 JUU 1994 

statewatch 
c/o Tony Bunyan 
P.O. Box 1516 
London N16 OEW 
Royaume-Uni 

4981 

Further to your letter of 3 May, I am sending you the following 
documents under separate cover: 

Timetables of meetings to be held wi thin the Council, 
including working groups, on third pillar matters from 14 
March to 30 June 1994; 

Timetables and provisional agendas of meetings of the 
Director I, II and III Groups held so far this year; 

Timetables and provisional agendas . of meetings of the K4 
Committee held so far this year; 

Timetables and provisional agendas of meetings of COREPER 
II held so far this year in which third pillar matters were 
discussed. 

The ANTICI group prepares meetings of COREPER II from the / 
procedural point of view and it therefore works on the basis of 
the same agendas as for COREPER II. COREPER I does not deal with 
third pillar matters. 

170, rue de la Loi 1048 Brussels 
Tel: 234.65.23 Fax: 234.81.74 

Yours siI1cerely 
I 

/ 

L. Goebel 

Please note that under article 7 (I) of Council Decision of 20 December 1993 on public access to Council documents , when an applicant 
is informed that the intention is to reject his application he has one month to make a confirmatory application for that position to be 
reconsidered, failing which he will be deemed to have withdrawn his original application. 



EUROPEAN UNION 
THE COUNCIL 

General Secretariat 

Dear Mr: Bunyan, 

Brussels, 2 2 NOV. 1995 

Mr. Tony Bunyan 
Editor 
Statewatch 
P.o. Box 1516 
London N16 OEW 
United Kingdom 

8875 

I refer to your letter dated 20 October 1995, by which you seek 
access to 1) "the agendas of all the meetings of each of the three 
steering Groups under the K.4 committee since November 1993"; 
2)"a draft list on the "acquis" of the Twelve in the fields of 
Justice and Horne Affairs ("JHA"), documents 9568/93, 3678/93 ADD 
1 REV 1 + COR 1 (police cooperation), and 3678/93 ADD 2." 

Public access to such documents is governed by Council Decision 
93/731/EC (OJ L 340/43 of 31.12.1993 - hereafter referred to as 
lithe Decision"), in accordance with which your application has 
been considered. 

1) Agendas: 
Your attention is drawn to the provisions of Article 2(1) of the 
Decision: 

"An.application for acceSs to a Council document shall be 
sent in writing to the Council. It must be made in a 
sufficiently precise manner and must contain information 
enabling the document or documents requested to be 
identified. Where necessary, the applicant shall be 
requested to provide further details." 

Article 3(2) of the Decision provides: 

liThe relevant 
endeavour to 
applications 
documents. II 

departments of the General Secretariat shall 
find a fair solution to deal with repeat 
and/or those which relate to very large 

Your request in this regard is considered to be too imprecise, 
within the meaning of Article 2(1) of the Decision. The General 
Secretariat of the Council is under no duty to undertake 
extensive research in order to assemble a long series of 
documents. The General Secretariat has however found a fair 
solution, by enclosing herewith the last agendas of the three 
Steering Groups. 

• •• 2 ..• 

; ' 

/' 
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2) Documents 9568/93, 3678/93, and 3678/93 ADD 2: 

These are classified documents, and your attention is therefore 
drawn to Article 8 of the Decision: 

"This Decision shall apply with due regard for provisions 
governing the protection of classified information." 

You do not therefore have any right of access to the documents 
in question. Access to these documents was nevertheless 
considered in the light of Article 4(1) of the Decision, which 
provides, inter alia: 

"Access to a Council Document shall not be granted where 
its disclosure could undermine: 

the protection of the public interest 
security, ... " 

(public 

I have to inform you that after careful examination of your 
request, the conclusion has been reached that each of these 
documents would indeed, if disclosed, undermine the protection 
of the public interest, particularly with regard to public 
security. 

Yours sincerely 
For the General 

Enclosures 175, rue de la Loi 1048 Brussels 
Tel: 285.65.23 Fax: 285.81.74 

Please note that under article 7 (I) of Council Decision of 20 December 1993 on public access to Council documents, when an applicant 
is infonned that the intention is to reject his application he has one month to make a confinnatory application for that position to be 
reconsidered, failing which he will be deemed to have withdrawn his original application. 



EUROPEAN UNION 
THE COUNCIL Brussels, a 

General Secretariat 

Mr. Tony Bunyan 
Editor 
Statewatch 
P.O. Box 1516 
London N16 OEW 
united Kingdom 

o i) ~ ".. 
(J 1 .J t> 

Dear Mr. Bunyan, 

I refer to your letter dated 26 October 1995, by which you seek 
access to: 
1) copies of the agendas of working parties under the three 
steering groups of the K.4 Committee, since November 1993; 
2) copies of the agendas of all meetings of the Horizontal Group 
~ince 1 November 1993; 
3) a list of all decisions concerning Title VI issues taken 
outside the JHA Council; 
4) a list of all decisions concerning Title VI issues taken by 
ministers other than JHA ministers. 

Public access to such documents is governed by Council Decision 
93/731/EC (OJ L 340/43 of 31.12.1993 - hereafter referred to as 
lithe Decision ll

), in accordance with which your application has 
been considered. 

a. The documents referred to at points 3. and 4. of your letter 
are enclosed. 
b. with regard to the documents referred to at points 1. and 2. 
of your letter, your attention is drawn to the provisions of 
Article 2(1) of the Decision: 

IIAn application for access to a Council document shall be 
sent in writing to the Council. It must be made in a 
sufficiently precise manner and must contain information 
enabling the document or documents requested to be 
identified. Where necessary, the applicant shall be 
requested to provide further details. II 

Moreover, Article 3(2) of the Decision provides: 

........ 

"The relevant 
endea vour to 
{l.pplications 
documents. II 

departments of the General Secretariat shall 
find a fair solution to deal with repeat 
and/or those which relate to very large 

Your request in this regard is considered to be too imprecise, 
within the meaning of Article 2(1) of the Decision. The General 
Secretariat of the Council is under no duty to undertake 
extensive research in order to assemble a long series of 
documents. 

• •. 2 •.• 
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The General Secretariat has however found a fair solution, by 
enclosing herewith the most recent agendas of both the Working 
Parties under the three Steering Groups and the Horizontal Group. 

Yours sincerely 
For the General secrlfariat 

I[l£ L t~ '\ 
L. Goebel \ 

Enclosures 175, rue de la Loi 1048 Brussels 
Tel: 285.65 .23 Fax : 285 .81 .74 

Please note that under article 7 (I) of Council Decision of 20 December 1993 on public access to Council documents, when an npplicant 
is informed thnt the intention is to reject his application he has one month to make a confirmatory application for that position to be 
reconsidered, failing which he will be deemed to have withdrawn his original application . 

I 


