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3. Hopes that this dialogue between the Government and the rebels will lead as soon as 
possible to a definitive ceasefire and help remedy the injustices and discrimination suffered by 
the poorest sectors of the Mexican people; 

4. Stresses the need for progress in the democratization process in Mexico; 

5. Calls on the joint committee established under the EEC-Mexico Agreement to increase the 
planned cooperation in the public health, rural and agricultural sectors, emphasizing above all the 
need to protect tropical forests in common agreement with their indigenous populations; 

6. Calls for the safety of Guatemalan refugees who are presently Jiving in camps in the State of 
Chiapas and elsewhere to be guaranteed; 

7. Appeals to the Mexican authorities to refrain from further human rights violations and to 
allow national and international human rights organizations, the International Red Cross and 
representatives of the churches and the press to enter the area; 

8. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Commission, the Council, the 
Mexican Government , the Governor of the State of Chiapas, the Presidents of the Mexican 
Senate and the Chamber of Deputies, the Chairman of the Partido Institucional Revolucionario 
and the President of the Latin-American Parliament. 

3. European elections and Union citizens' voting rights 

83-0064,0127 and 0133/94 

Resolution on voting rights for citizens of the Union in the European elections 

The European Parliament, 

having regard to Article B of the Treaty on European Union on European citizenship, 

having regard to Article 8b of the EC Treaty on the right of citizens of the Union residing in a 
Member State of which they are not nationals to vote and stand as a candidate in municipal 
elections in their Member State of residence and on their right to vote and stand as a 
candidate in elections to the European Parliament, 

A. whereas one of the objectives of the Union is to promote European citizenship, 

B. whereas the right to vote for citizens of the Union , as provided for by the Treaty on European 
Union, is a vital element of such citizenship, 

C. whereas by I February 1994 the Member States of the European Union are required to 
transpose into national law Council Directive 93/1 09IEC of 6 December 1993 ('), pursuant 
to Article 8b of the EC Treaty, implementing the right to vote and stand as a candidate in the 
1994 European elections for Union citizens residing in a Member State of which they are not 
nationals. 

D. whereas transposition of the Directive will involve laying down the practical arrangements 
for inclusion on'the electoral roll of Union citizens residing in a Member State other than that 
of which they are nationals , 

E. whereas the Directive requires interested citizens to express the wish to exercise the right to 
vote in their country of residence, 

(' ) OJ L 329, 30.12.1993. p. 34. 



No C 44/160 Official Journal of the European Communities 

Thursday, 20 January 1994 

F. concerned at the confusion that may arise from: 

(a) the lack of a clear understanding between the countries of origin and the countries of 
residence with regard to dual entry on electoral rolls, 

(b) lack of knowledge of the new electoral systems, 

G. having regard to the importance and need of an appropriate information campaign in all the 
Member States on this matter, 

J. Calls on the Member States to make the necessary arrangements forthwith to transpose the 
Directive on the right to vote for citizens of the Union into their national legislation, to enable all 
citizens of the Union to participate in the forthcoming elections to the European Parliament, 
wherever they reside; 

2. Points out the need for the Commission and the Member States to organize an awareness 
and information campaign on the European elections and on the involvement of citizens in the 
decision-making process at European level; 

3. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission and the 
parliaments of the Member States. 

4. Human rights 

(a) 83-0054, 0059 and 0075/94 

Resolution on the situation in the Congo 

The European Parliament, 

having regard to its previous resolutions on the link between democracy and development, 

A. concerned at the current level of violence in the Congo where some one hundred people have 
been killed in recent weeks in clashes between the President ' S forces and members of the 
opposition, 

B. having regard to the apprehension and expulsion of the French journalist, Frederique Genot, 
on 14 November 1993; whereas her recent departure from Brazzaville rules out any 
possibility of an objective and independent account of the serious events taking place at the 
moment in the Congo - there have been regular reports of political or ethnic murders 
between Congolese, intimidation, assault and rape of European Union nationals (namely 
French, Portuguese and Belgian), 

I. Condemns the violence and abuse of human rights in the Congo and calls on Congolese 
society as a whole to resume a genuine dialogue capable of bringing about national reconciliation 
in line with the provisions of the Libreville Agreement of 4 August 1993; 

2. Supports the Council's statement of 12 January 1994 on the worrying development of the 
situation in the Congo and the need for dialogue with a view to finding a political solution to the 
crisis; 

3. Calls on the Congolese authorities to ensure favourable conditions to facilitate the mission 
of the international arbitration team which it was decided to set up under the Libreville 
Agreement and whose task is to examine complaints arising from the elections in May 1993; 

4. Calls on the Congolese authorities to guarantee freedom of infonnation and, in particular, 

to grant all sections of society access to the Congolese media, 

to annul the ministeri al order expelling Frederique Genot for life, 

to reaffirm, for the representatives of the international press, the freedom to carry out their 
assignments in conditions affording reasonable access and security ; 
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