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THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION, 

) . 

Having regard to the Treaty on European Union, and in particular Articles K.1 (3)(c) and 

K.3 (2)(b) thereof; 

Having regard to the Decision of the Ministers responsible for immigration of 30 November 

and 1 December 1992 to set up a Centre for Information, Discussion and Exchange on the 

Crossing of Borders and Immigration (C1REFI); 

Whereas improving the checks carried out on embarkation by airline staff is a useful 

instrument in combating unauthorized immigration by nationals of third countries which, . 
pursuant to Article K.1 (3)(c) of the Tr~atYI constitutes a matter of common interest; 

Whereas organizing training assignments aimed at such airline staff is one way of helping to 

improve these checks; 

Whereas this matter of common interest could be dealt with more effectively by means of 

joint action by the Member States and whereas the Council should therefore lay down the 

conditions for such action; 
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Whereas the Centre for Information, Discussion and Exchange on the Crossing of Borders and 

Immigration (CIREFIl constitutes the appropriate framework for organizing these measures; 

HEREBY ADOPTS THE FOLLOWING MEASURES: 

1. The joint organization of training for airline staff constitutes a matter of common interest 

within the meaning of Article K.1 of the TEU and shall be carried out by the Member 

States within the framework of the Centre for Information, Discussion and Exchange on 

the Crossing of Borders and Immigration (CIREFI). 

2. The general purpose of training measures for airline staff shall be to describe the 

principles of the rules on entry into the territory of the Member States as well as 

methods of checking the validity of the required travel documents and visas. 

3. The joint training measures shall be carried out by specialized personnel designated by 

the Member States and forming part of a joint assignment. 

4 . Depending on local circumstances, the training measures may be extended to include 

personnel from the inspection departments of States not belonging to the Union. 

5. CI REFI shall draw up a list of airports at which joint training measures are of common 

interest. 

6. CIREFI shall draw up a six-monthly programme of joint training measures. 

7. Member States shall inform CIREFI of their wish to participate in the measures included in 

the programme and to send specialized personnel to the joint assignment. 

8. The joint assignment shall be headed by a specialized member of the immigration control 

department of the State most affected by the. airport in question. 

9. CIREFI shall compile a collection of information on the regulations of the Member States 

useful to the airlines. 
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10. CIREFI shall compile a collection of travel doctlments and visas useful to the airlines. 

11. The President of CIREFI shall inform the embassies of the Member States present in the 

countries in which the assignment is carried out. 

12. The Member States shall inform CIREFI of any training measures which they conduct 

outside CIREFI. 

13. Each year CIREFI shall send Steering Group I a report setting out the activities carried 

out under this joint action. 

14. Subject to the necessary adjustments, the assignments provided for by this joint action 

may also be carried out in sea ports. 

15. CIREFI shall take all necessary steps to implement this act. 
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