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on: Tuesday 7 March 1995

1. Adoption of the agenda

The Working Party adopted the agenda given in telex No TO631EN of 21 February 1995, minus item 4

("Draft questionnaire on national practice regarding exceptions to the principle of non-regularization").

2. Draft Council act adopting joint action on the status of third-country nationals residing legally in the
European Union for a long period
12338/94 ASIM 244 + COR 1, 4620/95 ASIM 24, 4781/95 ASIM 31, 5006/95 ASIM 45, 5287/95
ASIM 63

Most delegations entered general scrutiny reservations, as the texts under examination (4781/95 ASIM

31, 5006/95 ASIM 45 and 5287/95 ASIM 63) were not available in all languages.

Amendments made to the text on the basis of delegations' comments are given in 5589/95 ASIM 81.

In addition, the Presidency would submit a revised text for Articles 3(2)(a). 5 and 6 for the next meeting.

As regards Article 4, the Presidency asked those delegations which had expressed misgivings to review

the provision in the light of their domestic legislation and the International Labour Organization
conventions to which they were party and, if necessary, to make any drafting proposals that would

clarify their wishes.
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3. Discussion with a view to a common interpretation of the R. Van der Elst v. Office des Migrations
Internationales (OMI) judgment of 9 August 1994
12337/94 ASIM 243

The Presidency had drawn up a paper entitled "Discussion paper for the adoption of a common
interpretation of the VAN DER ELST judgment” which was circulated in the Working Party as a
meeting document. It asked the delegations to check the content and to let it know of any comments they
might have by Wednesday 15 March, so that it could prepare a paper on the lessons to be drawn from

this judgment, taking into account points common to the delegations for each of the topics covered.

4. Discussion on a possible world conference on the problems of refugees, returnees and displaced

persons in the framework of the United Nations

(Doc. A/C.3/49/L.18 REV 1 of 22 November 1994).

The Presidency informed the Working Party that Steering Group I had decided to refer this question to
the Working Party on Migration for examination of a harmonized response from the 1st (financial aid),
2nd (CFSP) and 3rd pillars (immigration, asylum, refugee status) as to whether it would be a good idea

to convene such a conference, which the Russian Federation had proposed at the UN.

The delegations were asked to consider the content of a statement by the Member States of the European

Union recommending that the Russian Federation ratify the Geneva Convention.

The statements could be based, amongst other things, on
— acceptance of the principle of a conference of this type;
~ refusal of financial aid;

~ agreement to give legal aid.

The Presidency informed the Steering Group and the CFSP bodies that there were no objections to this

approach. The Steering Group might wish to scrutinize the question more closely.
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