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The Working Party on Health Questions has discussed the above draft opinion on a number of occasions, on

the basis of a wording put forward by the Presidency.

The text as it stands following discussions is annexed hereto.
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ANNEX

Draft opinion of the Health Council

on the European Union action plan

to combat drugs (1995-1999)

THE COUNCIL:

1. Welcomes the submission by the Commission on 23 June 1994 of its communication on a European
Union action plan to combat drugs, which proposes measures in three areas covered by the three pillars of

the Treaty:

- reduction of demand;
— international action;

— measures to combat illicit trafficking.

2. Considers that such an action plan, which provides a follow-up to the Community's previous action under
the first two European plans, of 1990 and 1992, constitutes a useful step forward in the preparation of a
comprehensive strategy to combat drugs at European level, which is necessary considering the multi-

faceted and complex nature of the drugs problem.

3. Acknowledges that the effectiveness of this comprehensive approach presupposes that the ways of
ensuring appropriate coordination between the three pillars are defined, in particular as regards
interdisciplinary exchanges between the different bodies involved in reducing demand for and supply of
drugs.
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4. Considers it essential that this action plan be implemented having full regard to the institutional
framework defined by the TEU and points out that the health aspects of the drugs problem fall within the

Community's area of competence (first pillar), without prejudice to the principle of subsidiarity.

5. Stresses that, as part of the comprehensive approach to combating drugs at European Union level,

measures to reduce demand should be made a top priority.

6. Considers that, at European Union level, measures to prevent drug dependence should be carried out
essentially within the framework for action in the field of public health and more particularly the

Community action programme on the prevention of drug dependence proposed by the Commission.

7. Recognizes the importance of the task of the EDMC in collecting, analysing and disseminating
information and considers it essential that the work of the EDMC and Community activities concerned

with the prevention of drug dependence be coordinated.

8. Stresses the need for complementarity and coordination between measures under the prevention of drug
dependence programme and those carried out at international level, in particular in the framework of the

WHO, the UNDCP and the Pompidou Group of the Council of Europe.

9. Considers it essential to ensure consistency between the lines of action in the action plan and in the
Community programme for the prevention of drug dependence within the framework for action in the field

of public health.
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10. Considers, without prejudice to the application of the procedure provided for in Article 189b, that the
objective of the above Community action programme must be to contribute to the fight against drug
dependence, in particular by fostering cooperation between Member States, by supporting their action
and by promoting the coordination of their prevention policies and programmes, and must include action

aimed in particular at:

— 1improving awareness of the problem of drugs and drug dependence and their consequences and of the
means and methods of prevention, including risk reduction, (') in particular by using the information
supplied by the EDMC and the possibilities offered by existing Community programmes and

instruments;

- contributing to the improvement of information, education and training with a view to the prevention
of drug dependence and the associated risks, especially for young people and particularly vulnerable

groups.

") The Swedish delegation reserved its position.
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