EUROPEAN UNION Brussels, 13 April 1995 (02.05)
THE COUNCIL (OR. 1)
6502/95
LIMITE
ASIM 126
OUTCOME OF PROCEEDINGS

of: Visa Working Party

on: 4 April 1995

1. Adoption of the agenda

The Working Party adopted the provisional agenda set out in Telex No 1334EN of 28 March 1995, with

the addition of the "other business" items given below in point 4.

2. Draft Council Regulation determining the third countries whose nationals must be in possession of a
visa when crossing the external borders of the Member States
9989/2/94 ASIM 189 REV 2
5587/95 ASIM 79 + ADD 1
5525/95 ASIM 75
5934/95 ASIM 96

The outcome of the proceedings will be found in 6398/95 ASIM 119 (draft Regulation) and 5587/1/95
ASIM 79 REV 1 (draft list).

3. Draft Council act adopting a joint action on airport transit arrangements
5058/95 ASIM 51

Delegations regarded this proposal as an interesting one, but felt it should be made more precise,
particularly with regard to the place and conditions of issue of the airport transit visa and the method of

updating the list.

As there is at present no airport transit visa in the Schengen area, the Belgian delegation considered it

necessary to look into what should be done in the case of third country nationals who, in the course of
the same journey, transit through the airports of two Schengen States one after the other (e.g. Kinshasa -
Brussels - Frankfurt - Bangkok).
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Three delegations (Greece, Finland and Sweden) said their countries had no airport transit visa.
However, they were not automatically opposed to considering the proposal which the Presidency would
in due course be submitting to Steering Group I for guidance.
The Presidency will draw up a revised text of the draft joint action, taking into account delegations’
comments and their replies to the questionnaire on countries whose nationals require airport transit visas
(6179/2/95 ASIM 106 REV 2).

4. Other business

— Visas for Romanian nationals

This item was added at the request of the Belgian delegation. The outcome of the Working Party's

discussions will be found in the Council General Secretariat's note to the K.4 Committee (6362/95

ASIM 117).

— Proposal for a Council Regulation laying down a uniform format for visas (position with regard to
reservations expressed when the JHA Council approved the proposal in principle on 9 and 10 March
1995)

This item was added at the request of the Council General Secretariat.

The Greek and Swedish delegations confirmed the withdrawal of their linguistic scrutiny

reservations.

The United Kingdom delegation maintained its parliamentary scrutiny reservation.

— Additional fees charged by the United States

This item was added at the request of the Greek delegation.

About one year ago, the US authorities decided to charge an additional fee to applicants for a US
visa. Nationals of countries participating in the "visa waiver pilot program” were not required to pay
the additional fee. According to the Greek delegation's information, all the Member States except

Greece and Portugal are participating in the program.
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The Greek delegation asked the other delegations:

— whether they thought it desirable to adopt a common position on this type of extra fee;

— whether they thought it necessary to make joint moves to have Greece and Portugal included in

the "visa waiver pilot program".

The delegation wished to have the answers as soon as possible, so that Greece could decide, in the

light of those answers, whether or not to impose a visa requirement on US nationals.

The Presidency asked the Greek delegation to submit a note on this subject to the Steering Group.
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