EUROPEAN UNION Brussels, 28 July 1995 (12.09)
THE COUNCIL (OR. 1)
9391/95
LIMITE
JUSTPEN 114

OUTCOME OF PROCEEDINGS

from: Working Party on International Organized Crime

on :25 July 1995

1. Adoption of the agenda

The Working Party adopted the agenda in Telex No 3064, with the addition of an item for discussion

under "Other business”.

2. Racism and xenophobia - Follow-up to Steering Group III
6906/1/95 RAXEN 24 REV 1

Following the instructions given by Steering Group III at its meeting on 6 and 7 July 1995, the
Working Party examined a draft joint action, submitted by the Presidency (see
9219/95 JUSTPEN 109), against racism and xenophobia.

Delegations generally welcomed this draft joint action, which largely follows the recommendations of
the Commission on Racism and Xenophobia (see 6906/1/95 REV 1 RAXEN 24). A few delegations

entered scrutiny reservations.
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The outcome of the Working Party's discussions is summarized in 9301/95 JUSTPEN 111.
Delegations were asked to send written comments on 9219/95 JUSTPEN 109 to the Council
Secretariat by 4 September 1995.

The Working Party agreed to ask the next meeting of Steering Group III what the legal nature of the
future instrument was to be, in order to know whether or not it was to be binding on the Member

States.

The Working Party noted that the French and German delegations were organizing a seminar in
Germany (Saxony) from 4 to 7 October 1995. The object of this seminar, the sequel to that held in
Bonn in 1994, was to exchange views on Member States’ laws on racism and xenophobia. In
principle, two members per delegation would be invited to attend. The final programme would be sent

to the Council Secretariat as soon as possible for circulation to delegations.

In addition, the Commission representative said that the Commission was planning to update the 1992

document on racism and xenophobia.

3. Examination of the Presidency draft questionnaire on informers in the judicial process

8945/95 JUSTPEN 105

The Working Party finalized the draft questionnaire on informers in the judicial process (see Telex

No 3172).

Delegations were asked to let the Council Secretariat have their comments by 6 October 1995.
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4. Examination of the supplementary questionnaire on membership of a criminal organization
5471/1/95 JUSTPEN 31 REV |

The Presidency said that it intended shortly to submit a summary on this issue, based on Member

States' replies.

The Presidency would submit a draft Resolution on the subject bearing in mind the need to streamline
Jjudicial cooperation between Member States on offences resulting from membership of a criminal

organization.

The Working Party approved the Presidency's summary of the answers to questions 8 and 9 of the

questionnaire, which sought to establish:

— the practical problems experienced by Member States in the context of extradition where the
application for extradition was based solely on the offence of membership of a criminal
organization;

— the restrictions in Member States' definitions of membership of a criminal organization which could
be withdrawn or relaxed in the interests of better law enforcement.

The Working Party agreed to forward those findings to the Working Party on Extradition (1).

5. Other business

— Structured dialogue (CCEEs and Baltic countries)

The Working Party noted that the Presidency planned a meeting between the JHA Council on
25 September 1995 and the CCEEs and the Baltic countries, as part of the structure dialogue.

(1) Document to be issued.
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The Working Party accordingly considered how best the discussions on the various aspects of judicial

cooperation in criminal matters could be prepared. It agreed:

— to hold a preparatory meeting with the CCEEs and the Baltic countries during the proceedings of
the Working Party on International Organized Crime on 19 September 1995. The meeting would
discuss draft conclusions for submission to the JHA Council on 25 September 1995;

— that the Member States of the European Union would prepare that meeting the previous day, i.e.
18 September 1995,

— that the items for discussion would be those raised in the questionnaire sent to the CCEEs and
Baltic countries towards the end of the first half of 1995

(see 5772/95 JUSTPEN 38);
— the Council Secretariat was accordingly asked to remind the CCEEs and the Baltic countries to

send in their replies quickly. These should be circulated to the Member States as soon as possible
thereafter.
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