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SECOND MEETING OF THE‘ASSOCIATION COUNCIL BETWEEN THE-

1.  The EU-Poland Association Council held its second meeting on Monday 17 July 1995,
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chaired by Mr. Wladyslaw BARTOSZEWSKI, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of
Poland. The European Union Delegation was headed by Mr.Javier SOLANA, Minister of

Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Spain and President-in-Office of the Council of the

European Union. The European Commission was represented by Mr. Hans van den BROEK,

member.

Almost one and a half years after the entry into force of the Europe Agreement, this

second meeting of the Association Council represents a further step in the intensification

of the links between the Parties. The continued implementation of the Europe Agreement

and of the other means developed by the Union side in the context of preparing the

associated countries for future membership in the Union, will help to attain the common

goals, including Poland’s accession to the Union.

2. The Association Council took note of two proposals for decision. One concerning the

adaptation of Protocol 4 of the Europe Agreement, and another concerning the common

application of rules of competition. The Parties agreed that these two proposals will be

adopted by written procedure as soon as the internal decision-making procedures of the

two Parties will have been completed.
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3. The two sides exchanged written documents resuming their positions on the state-of-play
of their relationship, as well as on the development and visions for future relations in
different areas. These position papers will serve as the basis for future work, in particular
by the Association Committee.

4, The meeting focused its attention on three key issues. The first issue concerned Poland’s

- strategy for integration into the European Union, in the light of the overall strategy defined
at the Essen European Council. The second issue concerned matters of intra-regiona.l
cooperation and security issues. Finally, the third point regarded the state-of-play of
bilateral relations, particularly trade issues. )

5. On the first issue, the Association Council reviewed the progress and recent developments
of the process aimed at the integration of Poland into the European Union, and it
acknowledged the results achieved so far with respect to economic and political reforms.
It stressed the importance of the approximation of legislation, in particular for the
preparation for the integration of Poland into the Community Internal Market. The White
Paper, which was presented at the Cannes European Council, will provide guidelines for
associated countries to gradually adopt the Community Internal Market "acquis" according
to their own prioritiés and time schedules. This will assist Poland to take on the relevant
obligations. The Association Council welcomed the progress already achieved by Poland ;
further efforts have to be undertaken, especially with regard to implementation of
legislation by putting into place the appropriate infrastructure.in terms of human resources,
as well as administrative and judicial structures. These efforts will be supported by the

Union side, among others, through the PHARE programme.

In the perspective of accession, the Parties also stressed the importance of the structured
dialogue between the associated countries of Central and Eastern Europe and the European
Union, as a vehicle for a frank and open exchange of views on a wide range of important

issues of mutual concern.
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6. With regard to intra-regional cooperation and security issues, the Association Council
welcomed the good state of Poland’s relations with its neighbours and noted Poland’s
positive role as regards the stability and "good neighbourliness™ in the region, including the
Baltic Sea area. The Association Council expressed its satisfaction with the developments

- concerning the cross-border cooperation programme assisted by PHARE. In this context,
the Polish delegation underlined the importance of extending this cooperation to Poland’s
-astern and southern borders.

| -
The Association Council stressed the importance of intra-regional cooperation as an
instrument for the promotion of stability, regional economic development and of European
integration. In this context, the Association_Council reiterated its support for the CEFTA
Agreement and encouraged its development including any possible acceleration of its

implementation.

As regards the cooperation on matters concerning cooperation in the areas of the common
security and foreign policy (CSFP) and of the Third Pillar, the Association Council
recognized the progress made, and pointed to certain areas where cooperation could be

developed.

7. Finally, as the third point of major importance, the Association Council took stock of the

state-of-play of the bilateral relations between Poland and the European Union.

The Association Council welcomed the encouraging performance of the Polish economy,
and took note that recent available data confirmed the continuation of the positive trends
in Poland as far as economic growth with a positive influence on employment, external

trade flows and the macro financial situation are concerned.
Against this background, the Association Council had a substantial discussion on major

issues, particularly in the light of the results of the last meeting of the Association

Committee held in Warsaw on 29-30 June 1995.
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In particular, it noted that a number of pending trade issues hampers progress and further
liberalization of economic relations. It stressed the importance of finding rapid and global
solutions within the framework of the Europe Agreement. The Association Council
acknowledged the determination of both Parties not to adopt, as a matter of principle, any
future trade measures without having bonsulted the other Party in advance. It also took
note of the fact that some issues are currently being discussed in technical meetings
between the two Parties. The Polish delegation stressed the need for effective

transposition of the provisions of the Europe Agreement into national legislation.

Finally, the Association Council recognized that the outstanding matter between the two
Parties concerning the Polish export quotas on certain types of leather will be subject to
the application of the procedure laid down in article 105 paragraph 4 of the Europe

Agreement.

The Association Council expressed its satisfaction of the work of the Association

Committee and its sub-committees.

It welcomed also the signature this very day of the additional protocol to the Europe
Agreement on opening of Community programs to Poland and expressed hope for its quick

ratification.
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