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Subject: Public access to information 

At its meeting on 11 September 1995 the Working Party on Information examined 

Mr Bunyan's confirmatory application. 

Following the Working Party's discussions, there was provisional support for a proposal by 

the Presidency described in the draft reply set out in the Annex. 

Only the French and United Kingdom delegations entered scrutiny reservations. 

The Committee is therefore called upon to give its opinion on the annexed text. 
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ANNEX 

Draft letter to Mr Bunyan 

Brussels, 

Sir, 

In reply to your letter of 18 July 1995, registered at the General Secretariat of the Council on 
26 July, I wish to inform you that, following a detailed examination, the Council considers 
that the following documents fall within the scope of Decision 93/731 IEC on public access to 
Council documents: 

Conclusions of the JHA Council on relations with third countries (11608/94), 
Recommendation concerning the adoption of a standard travel document for the 
expulsion of third-country nationals (10721 194), 
Guidelines for the Training of instructors (8743/94 + COR 1), 
Recommendation for the exchange of information on the occasion of major events or 
meetings (9600/94 + COR 1), 
Procedure for drawing up joint reports on the situation in third countries (7472/94), 
Guidelines for joint reports on third countries (7471/94), 
Distribution and confidentiality of joint reports on the situation in certain third countries 
(7473/94), 
Form of laissez-passer for the transfer of an asylum applicant from one Member State to 
another (7470/94), 
Text on evidence in the context of the Dublin Convention (7469/94), 
Financing of terrorism (10088/93)' 
Second report on CIREA's activities (7474/94) . 

For this reason and in the interest of greater transparency, the Council has decided to 
forward these documents to you . Please f ind them annexed hereto. 

With regard to the other documents, viz.: 

1994 programme of joint surveillance operations on air and sea traffic (11519/93) , 
Assessment of terrorist threat (7419/94), 
Interim report to the Council on money laundering (7383/94) 

the Council considers that 

access to them should not be granted since their disclosure could undermine public 
security (1), 

in those documents there is reference to deliberations of the Council, including positions 
adopted by members of the Council, and that the confidentiality of such 
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(1) Article 4( 1) of the Council Decision of 20 December 1993 on public access to Council 
documents (93/731 IEC). 
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deliberations must be protected (2). 

To close, I would remind you of the provisions of Articles 138e and 173 of the Treaty 
establishing the European Community concerning, respectively, the conditions for referring 
matters to the Ombudsman by natural persons and the review of the legality of acts of the 
Council by the Court of Justice. 

(2) Article 4(2) of the abovementioned Decision. 
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Yours faithfully, 

For the Council 
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