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The Permanent Representatives Committee has taken note of the proceedings of the 

Co-ordinators' Group on Drugs in Paris on 12 June last. 

The Permanent Representatives Committee congratulates the Co-ordinators' Group on the 

important work it has done and appreciates the quality of the opinions it has provided . 

The Permanent Representatives Committee accordingly recommends that the Council adopt 

the eight short-term proposals defined by the Co-ordinators' Group on Drugs. 

The Swedish delegation has indicated that it shares the unanirnous positive opinion on (he 

eigtn short· term proposals but that when those eight proposals are adopted as "A" items at a 

fort~,.~~om :!l 9 Council meeting the Swedish C!uthoriti8s warrt to make an official statement 

reqretting tile fact that no pos ition was adopted against th8 legalization of drugs use. 
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DRAFT CONCLUSIONS 

of the informal meeting 

of national drugs co-ordlnators 

1. The Presidency, acting in the spirit of the Permanent Representatives Committee's 

procedural decision of 30 June 1994, stated its intention of convening national drugs 

co-ordinators in Paris within as short a period of time as possible, and suggested 

12 June 1995. That meeting complies with the co-ordinators' wishes as expressed in 

the letter from the chairman of the national drugs co-ordinators to the Chairman of the 

Permanent Representatives Committee. 

It stressed that the principal objective of the conclusions of the informal meeting of 

national co-ordinators was to contribute to the Permanent Representatives Committee's 

role of co-ordinating the proceedings of various Council bodies on the Commission 

communication on the general plan to combat drug abuse. 

2. The national co-ordinators met in Paris on 12 June 1995 and agreed to approve the 

following conclusions. 

2.1, The national co-ordinators: 

- emphasize that the responses to the delicate problem of combating drug abuse must 

comply with the three relevant United Nations .;onventions; 

_. note the presentation of the Commission communication on combating drug abuse, 

which replaces the previous 1990 plan, itself revised and updated in 1992, and the 

proposal fo. a Decision on the adoption of a Community plan of action on the 

prevention of drug addiction. They consider that those two documents constitute a 

new basis for co-operation which \Nil! make it possible to take advantage of all the 

ro~sibi!ii: ie" afforded by the TEU as (eg;'Jrds corn bJ'Ung drug abuse; 



- note with satisfaction that the Commission communication on the general plan of 

action: 

proposes an integrated framework for combating drug abuse and strategic 
guidelines; 

gives guidelines in three fields of action: the reduction of demand, the reduction of 
supply and action at international level; 

defines the respective powers of the Union and the Community in this area; 

stresses the importance of effective co-ordination; 

provides for the budget funds; 

constitutes a vital and crucial reference basis for the future; 

_ . note, however, that the final document, which is still to be drawn up: 

will have to assume the specific nature of a true long-term Union programme, 
bringing together the concrete, concerted actions to be taken in each of the three 
pillars; 

will accordingly have to include new proposals and a precise timetable; 

should therefore, in due course, identify the activities that could be carried on and 
the proper legal basis. In that connection they consider that reflection on 
Article K.1 (4) of the TEU will have to continue in the appropriate bodies, taking 
account, in particular, of the conclusions of the report on the mission with which 
the Commission entrusted Mr SANTIAGO DE TORRES. 

2.2. The national drugs co-ordinators would draw attention to the conclusions and the 

recitals examined by the Council meetings on Health and Justice and Home Affairs and 

the Permanent Representatives Committee's proceedings on CFSP, and note the fifteen 

actions identified by the Council meeting on Health in the draft Community programme 

of action on the prevention of drug addiction. 
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Considering that those documents usefully complement the Commission 

communication, they recommend that all those proposals, the Decisions by the 

Council in its three different formations, the Community programme for the prevention 

of drug addiction, when it has been adopted by the Parliament and the Council, and the 

future components of the strategy document in the course of preparation in the third 

pillar be grouped together in a single document which would then become "The 

European Union Plan of Action". 

That single document would then be rendered as comprehensive,' consistent and 

politically forceful as possible. 

2.3. The national drug co-ordinators believe that such a recommendation complies in every 

way with the spirit of the conclusions of the European Council meeting in Essen, and 

accordingly they feel that effective implementation requires a general, integrated 

approach and involves effective and practical co-ordination, both external and internal, 

by the Permanent Representatives Committee of the actions to be taken in order to 

ensure the consistency and continuity of the guidelines thus defined. 

3. Pending the arrival of the future Union plan of action, the national co-ordinators submit 

to the Permanent Representatives Committee eight proposals for short-term action 

derived from the conclusions of the three Council formations, which demonstrate the 

unanimous desire and the determination of the Member States and of the European 

Union to unite their efforts in combating drug abuse and addiction. 

Those measures might be: 

(1) improving knowledge of the global phenomenon of drugs and drug addiction and 

their consequences for the means and methods of preventing drug addiction and 

the risks associated witll it, in particular by using information provided by the 

EMCDOA and the possibilities offered by existing Community programmes and 

instruments; 

(2) contributing to the improvement -o f information, education and training with a 

view to preventing drug addi:·tion and ri-le risks associated with it, wi'.:h r esp~ct in 

particular to younO people and spB r; i~lIv l/i., 1nf)1 able group s; 
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(3) increasing the consistency of the Union's international action and international 

programmes undertaken, in particular, within the framework of the United Nations 

and the Council of Europe; 

(4) entering, as systematically as possible, on the agenda for the Union's political 

dialogue with non-member countries - and in the field of cooperation with those 

States - an item entitled "Combating drug abuse" and, on a case-by-case basis, 

linking that item to the efforts made by those States in that field; 

(5) with a view to making European action · more visible on an international level, 

intensifying present experiments in approaches that closely combine Union 

assistance and political dialogue, taking account of the initial assessments of 

those approaches; 

(6) encouraging every police, judiciary and customs co-operation initiative and 

improving practical and operational co-operation by both police and customs 

departments; 

(7) accelerating the process of co-ordinating and improving methods of control at air, 

sea and land frontiers, in particular as regards checks on containers in sea, inland 

waterway and combined ports in the European Union; 

(8) encouraging effectiveness, co-operation, the exchange of information and the 

complementarity of action between the various law-enforcement agencies in order 

better to combat the illicit traffic in narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances, 

including the increased development of co-operation in combating the illicit traffic 

in precursors, and better to combat the laundering of gains made from the illicit 

traffic in narcotic drugs. 
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