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7. Europol
B4-0732/95
Resolution on the Europol Convention

The European Parliament,
— having regard to the second paragraph of Article K.6 of the Treaty on European Union,

~ having regard to the Council press release conceming the meeting of the Ministers of Justice
and Home Affairs of 9 and 10 March 1995, and in particular its conclusions regarding the
Europol Convention,

~ having regard to its resolution of 13 December 1994 on the progress made during 1994 in the
implementation of cooperation in the fields of justice and home affairs pursuant to Title VI of
the Treaty on European Union ('),

—~ having regard to its resolution of 20 January 1994 on participation by the European
Parliament in international agreements by the Member States and the Union on cooperation
in the fields of justice and home affairs (2),

A. whereas the Europol Convention, according to the declarations of intent made at the Essen
European Council in December 1994, is supposed to be adopted in the first half of 1995,

B. whereas cooperation between the European Parliament and the Council in the context of
Title VI of the Treaty on European Union requires detailed crystallization and clarification,

C. whereas the testing of forms of cooperation between the European Parliament and the
Council outside the formal legislative procedure may provide valuable insights for the
updating of the Treaty on European Union,

D. whereas, in the context of cooperation between Member States, Parliament will increasingly
have to assume parliamentary scrutiny functions,

E. whereas Parliament’s right to be involved, particularly with Council agreements, must be
established or strengthened,

F. whereas Parliament’s right to be involved may add a significant dimension to parliamentary
scrutiny by the national parliaments,

1. Confirms that the drafting of the Europol Convention is one of the ‘principal aspects of
activities’ provided for in the second paragraph of Article K.6 of the TEU;

2. Considers, accordingly, that the Council Presidency must consult the European Parliament
on the Europol Convention in accordance with the second paragraph of Article K.6 of the TEU;

3. Emphasizes its right for its views to be duly taken into consideration in the context of
consultation pursuant to the second paragraph of Article K.6 of the TEU,

4.  Takes the view that the Council must satisfy the requirement duly to take the views of the
European Parliament into consideration pursuant to the second paragraph of Article K.6 of the
TEU either by accepting the European Parliament’s views or by giving detailed reasons for their
rejection;

5. Considers, consequently, that consultation of the European Parliament on the draft Europol
Convention must take place sufficiently in advance of the Council’s deliberations to enable the
European Parliament’s views to be incorporated in the Council’s final decision;
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6. Considers that, if consultation of the European Parliament is to have any meaning, it must
be preceded by the provision to Parliament of comprehensive information in good time about the
object of the consultation, as laid down in the first paragraph of Article K.6 of the TEU;

7. Calls on the Council to furnish it forthwith with comprehensive information about the stage
reached in negotiations on the draft Europol Convention and to lay that draft before it;

8. Ipstructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council.

8. Middle East
B4-0733, 0734, 0735, 0736, 0738 and 0739/95
Resolution on the Middle East peace process and the elections in the Occupied Territories

The European Parliament,

— having regard to its previous resolutions on the situation in the Middle East and the role of
the European Union in the peace process,

A. reaffirming its commitment to the Middle East peace process and its determination to make
as great a contribution to it as possible,

B. recalling that the European Union aims to develop a Euro-Mediterranean partnership in
which both Israel and the Palestinian National Authority are invited to take part,

C. acknowledging all those who have chosen the path of peace in the Middle East and wishing
to provide them with all the support needed to bring the process to a successful conclusion,

1. Stresses the urgent need to implement the declaration of principle of 13 September 1993 by
means of actual, visible deeds;

2. Inthis connection, considers it essential for elections to be held as a matter of urgency in the
Occupied Temitories, particularly in Gaza and Jericho, in accordance with the conditions laid
down in the Cairo Agreements of 4 May 1994;

3. Stresses that the holding of free and fair elections will confer on the Palestinian Authority
thus elected the full democratic legitimacy which is essential if tensions are to be eased and will
therefore help to ensure that all the agreements concluded are successfully implemented;

4. Welcomes the aid already granted by the Union to the Palestinian Authority during the
preparatory stage of the elections and calls for the Union to respond positively to the request for
observers to be sent to monitor the electoral process whilst continuing to supply aid to ensure that
the elections go ahead, in particular via the European Centre for the Promotion of Democracy as
provided for in budget heading B7-522;

5. Stresses that, in addition to the support for thé elections in the Occupied Territories, Union
aid to create jobs and ensure that the Palestinian Authority operates satisfactorily by reducing
their dependence on the Israeli labour market continues to be essential if the peace process is to
be brought to a successful conclusion;

6.  Asks the Commission and the Council to stress to the Israelis and Palestinians that their
participation at the Euro~Mediterranean Conference is a major opportunity for their involvement
in peaceful regional integration;

7.  Welcomes the decision by Israel to release a number of Palestinian prisoners, a factor which
will also help to ease the situation, and calls for this measure to be extended to other Palestinian
political prisoners;



