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9. Human rights 

(a) 84-1010, 1024 and 1032/95 

Resolution on the kidnapping of EU citizens in Kashmir 

The European Parliament, 

A. shocked by the kidnapping of seven foreign tourists and their guide near Pahalgam in Kashmir on 
4 July 1995, 

B. noting that a hitherto unknown group. calling itself AI Faran, claimed both the kidnapping and the 
subsequent release of three tourists, as well as the guide, and that, while one of the remaining captives 
escaped his abductors, yet another tourist was subsequently kidnapped, 

C. deeply concerned that two British tourists, Paul Wells and Keith Mangan, a German tourist, Dirk 
Hasert, and the remaining American tourist, Donald Hutchinson, are still being held captive under 
unknown circumstances, 

D. noting that both India and Pakistan have expressed regret over the incident, while many of the main 
Kashmiri militant groups have condemned these kidnappings, 

E. aware that. in the continuing struggle between Kashmiri militant groups and the Indian security forces 
since 1989, abuses of human rights have continued to occur. 

F. welcoming the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding between the Government and the 
International Committee of the Red Cross on access to detainees on 22 June 1995, 

I. Condemns the kidnapping of foreign tourists by the AI Faran group; 

2. Calls on tbe AI Faran group to release the remaining captives unconditionally and without delay; 

3. Calls on the governments of India and Pakistan and the many political movements in Jammu and 
Kashmir to refrain from making any declaration or acting in any way which might further exacerbate the 
climate of violence and vengeance and considers that.the present crisis in Kashmir can only be resolved 
through constructive negotiations, involving all parties concerned, aiming at a peaceful settlement and 
reconciliation on all sides and the restoration of a government based on democratic legitimacy: 

4. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Commission, the Council and the 
Governments of India and Pakistan. 

(b) 84-0974/95 

Resolution on discrimination against the Roma 

The European Parliament, 

A. recognizing that the Roma as a transnational people face special social problems, 

B. recognizing that there is widespread discrimination against the Roma in practically every country 
where they are settled, but that their numbers in centIal and eastern Europe make the problem 
particularly acute, 

C. recognizing that, potentially, the conditions of life of the Roma people are a problem which can only 
be tackled at the international level , 
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D. understanding that the Roma have a special culture that should be respected; recognizing, however, 
that their way uf life in some cases causes frictions with their social environment, 

E. recognizing that the education of future generations is a key element in the integration of Roma into 
the societies where they are living and that particular attention should be paid to this, 

I. Intends to commission a special report as a matter of urgency and calls on the Commission to 
increase its efforts to help the Roma people to integrate in the societies in which they live and to contribute 
to that culture; 

2. . Calls on the European institutions in general, including the CommiSSion, the Council of Europe and 
the OSCE, to work together with Parliament to combat discrimination against the Roma people; 

3. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the Council of 
Europe and the OSCE. 

(c) B4-1025/95 

Resolution on the protection of minority rights and human rights in Romania 

The European Parliament, 

A .. whereas on 28 June 1995 the Romanian Chamber of Deputies and Senate agreed on an education law, 

B .. whereas this law has led to a further deterioration of the situation of minorities in Romania, 

C. recalling the assurances given by the Romanian Government to the Council of Europe concerning 
minority rights, 

D. in view of Romania's application to join the European Union, 

E. whereas severe violations of human rights, for example the detention of non-violent political 
prisoners, the arbitrary arrest of members of the gypsy minority, torture and the mistreatment of 
prisoners are continuing to occur in Romania, 

F. disturbed at the obvious misconception on the part of the Romanian police and security forces 
concerning their tasks, rights and duties, 

G. concerned at the rise in nationalism which has occurred in Romania since 1990 and has been directed 
in particular against the gypsy minority, 

I. Regrets the fact that the law of 28 June 1995 arbitrarily restricts the educational rights of minOrities, 
in particular in its paragraphs 22,32,1181124,1201126 and 121/127; 

2. Notes that certain important subjects, including economics, engineering and law, may no longer be 
taught in minority languages; 

3. Notes that the law aims to curtail the expansion of minOrity-language schools; 

4. Stresses, while hoping that Romania will one day join the European Union, that membership is only 
possible for countries respecting human rights and minority rights, and therefore urges Romania not to 
take measures which would disqualify it from joining the European Union; 

5. Calls on the Romanian Senate and the Chamber of Deputies to introduce a law seeking to overturn 
the diSCriminatory law already enacted; 


