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REPLIES BY THE DANISH IMMIGRATION SERVICE TO THE QUESTIONNAIRE
ON THE REPATRIATION OF REFUGEES FROM THE FORMER YUGOSLAVIA

Question 1(a):

About 19 500

Question 1(b):

About 3 000

Question 2:

In the case of Bosnians, the processing of asylum applications includes the collection of information from

applicants on their home town, place of birth, local authority, or region.

Question 3:

Denmark will follow the UNHCR's action plans for return and is currently giving priority only to

arrangements for return on a purely voluntary basis, see also reply to question 8.
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Question 4(a):

Since the setting up of a specific repatriation programme in June 1994, the Danish Refugee Council has

given advice to some 900 Bosnian refugees. Of these 240 have returned to Bosnia-Herzegovina.

The programme was originally launched because a large number of Bosnian refugees wanted advice about
Danish repatriation arrangements. However, after a few months and until the end of 1995, only some
25 Bosnian refugees a month were contacting the Danish Refugee Council to obtain advice on repatriation
arrangements. In January and February 1996, the number of persons applying to the Danish Refugee

Council with a view to returning to Boshia-Herzegovina increased to about 50 a month.

Interest in returning therefore seems to have increased as a result of the peace agreement.

Question 4(b):

The number of refugees wishing to return to other parts of the former Yugoslavia has not changed. It

remains very low.

Question 5:

The Danish Refugee Council has been advising refugees wishing to return home since 1984. It started

giving advice on voluntary return to Bosnians in 1994.

The Danish Refugee Council is in constant touch with refugees in Denmark. This is done through the
Danish Red Cross, which is in charge of finding accommodation for asylum seekers and war refugees from

the former Yugoslavia, through the Danish Refugee Council's
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regional offices, which are responsible for integration, and through local authority offices throughout the
country. On the basis of reports from the UNHCR and from others collaborating with the Danish Refugee

Council, the advice given involves — as far as possible — information on conditions in the country of origin.

Question 6:

There are two sets of voluntary repatriation arrangements in Denmark.

The legal basis for repatriation arrangements differs according to whether the person concerned has a
residence permit under the Aliens Act or under the Act on temporary residence permits for certain persons

from the former Yugoslavia, etc.

Both sets of repatriation arrangements allow people the right to change their minds. That right, in both the
Aliens Act and the Act on temporary residence permits for certain persons from the former Yugoslavia etc.,
is based on the principle that a person should, within a given period (basically 6 and 3 months respectively),

be able to return to Denmark if his residence permit is not deemed to have expired.

Under both sets of rules, this right can only be claimed once.

It should be noted that, for most Bosnian war refugees resident in Denmark (about 16 000 out of
about 19 500), the exercise of this right is governed by the Aliens Act, since most of these refugees have

been given asylum in Denmark.

In addition to current repatriation arrangements, the Danish aliens authorities are working to establish
special arrangements whereby a number of Bosnian war refugees may return to Bosnia-Herzegovina on
behalf of Bosnians living in Denmark in order to assess the local situation. Such persons would then be able

to return to Denmark and give their overall
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impressions, which could also be obtained through longer stays in Bosnia-Herzegovina. Persons involved in

such arrangements would retain their residence status in Denmark.

Question 7:

The Danish aliens authorities have taken steps to provide more information, inter alia on existing

repatriation arrangements.

In the light of the peace agreement for Bosnia-Herzegovina and the start made on implementing it, the

Danish aliens authorities have also worked out an action plan for a more general return to

Bosnia-Herzegovina. That action plan involves the following:

(a)

(b)

Projects at local authority level

The aim here is to establish a basis for repatriation which will initially involve a type of town-twinning
scheme. It might also be possible for this to become a pilot project for other town-twinning projects in
the same areas, where the need exists. An attempt will be made to organize such projects in areas where
the administration or infrastructure is particularly weak, e.g. by setting up population registration

systems or health and welfare structures.

Local administration

An offer to set up projects using specialized Danish know-how in the field of local-authority
administration (start-up and operation/management) may also be made to any Bosnian local authorities

that are interested.

The intention is that help of this kind will be provided inter alia in the form of secondment of assistance

from Danish local authorities and the Danish Union of Local Authorities.
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(c) Use of refugee villages

Consideration is being given to using a number of the refugee villages that are currently uninhabited for

the reconstruction process in Boshia-Herzegovina.

(d) Specific projects of a more permanent nature

Possible examples of such projects are:

—setting up schools for children and young people
—homes for orphans

—old people's homes or communities

—buildings for local administration

—decentralized hospital facilities and health centres, including rehabilitation centres for war victims.
Question 8:
It should be emphasized that, in the case of return to Bosnia-Herzegovina, Denmark is participating in
overall international coordination with the UNHCR as the lead agency. Denmark will therefore be
following the UNHCR's action plans for return and is currently giving priority only to arrangements for
return on a purely voluntary basis.
In line with the UNHCR's move to give priority to essentially useful persons, the Danish aliens authorities
are working on the introduction of special arrangements for persons whose expertise makes them
particularly suited to helping with reconstruction and rehabilitation work in Bosnhia-Herzegovina.

Question 9:

In view of what has been said above, the Danish aliens authorities have not set any
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deadlines for voluntary return. The Danish aliens authorities have no overall idea of the possible number of

persons returning voluntarily in 1996.

Question 10:

Denmark has not concluded and is not currently planning to conclude any bilateral agreements with

countries of the former Yugoslavia.

On the question of whether Denmark is against bilateral agreements, it should be noted that Denmark takes

this to refer only to bilateral agreements on return to Bosnia-Herzegovina.

As indicated in the reply to question 7, Denmark regards it as necessary for any general return to
Bosnia-Herzegovina to be coordinated at international level with the UNHCR as the lead agency. Denmark
therefore thinks that it is not appropriate for EU Member States also to conclude bilateral agreements on

repatriation with Bosnia-Herzegovina.
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