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EUROPEAN UNION Brussels, 22 February 1996 (28.02) 
 THE COUNCIL (OR.  i) 
 
                              5293/96 
 
   
  LIMITE 
 
  ASIM 31 
 
 
 
NOTE 
 

from:  Presidency 
 
to : Asylum Working Party 
 

Nos prev. docs:  8418/95 ASIM 200 + ADD 1 AND ADD 2 
   9489/95 ASIM 223 
 

Subject:  Draft act on a joint action on the conditions for the reception of asylum seekers 
 

 
 
 

Delegations will find attached a Presidency proposal on the above subject. 
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 GENERAL PRINCIPLES 
 
 
 
1. Member States will examine applications for asylum in accordance with the procedures laid down in 

their national law, while complying with the Council Resolution on minimum guarantees adopted on 
21 June 1995. 

 
2. Asylum seekers will be able to receive information on the procedure for the granting of refugee status at 

the place where they make their application. 
 
3. With the exception of those who under national law must remain in the area of the border post, asylum 

seekers will have freedom of movement to the extent compatible with the procedure for granting refugee 
status; they will regularly inform the authorities of their current address and will notify them immediately 
of any change of address. 

 
4. Any restrictions on the conditions governing their stay and movement must be for reasons of national 

security, public order or public health, or reasons connected with the administrative processing of the 
application. 

 
 
 APPLICATIONS FOR ASYLUM PRESENTED AT THE BORDER 
 
 
5. Asylum seekers who present their applications at border posts and who must stay there pending a 

decision on their admission will be given adequate provision for their subsistence and, where necessary, 
medical attention. 

 
 
 RECEPTION ARRANGEMENTS 
 
 
6. The reception arrangements provided for in this act will apply to asylum seekers whose applications have 

been admitted for examination under the ordinary procedure and who do not have adequate means of 
support. 

 
 These arrangements will, according to need, cover assistance with: 
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 (a) Housing 
 
  Asylum seekers admitted to national territory may be lodged in reception centres organized by the 

State, by regional or local authorities or by NGOs and will remain there until a decision has been 
taken on their asylum application. 

 
 (b) Health care 
 
  Asylum seekers will receive emergency hospital care in the event of accident, illness or childbirth. 
 
  Asylum seekers who have suffered torture, mistreatment or sexual violence will receive specialist 

treatment, where necessary, from the time they submit their applications. 
 
 (c) Financial assistance 
 
  If there are no reception centres or similar arrangements, asylum seekers will receive an appropriate 

temporary amount of financial aid per head per day. 
 
 (d) Education 
 
  Asylum seekers' children of school age will have access to the regular public education facilities on 

the same basis as nationals, unless equivalent, special education facilities are offered to them.  
Should the procedure for granting refugee status require more than six months, asylum seekers will 
be helped to learn the language of the host country. 

 
 (e) Social and health services 
 
  The award and benefit of protection of whatever kind may not be subject to any form of 

discrimination on grounds of birth, race, sex, religion, opinion or any other personal or social 
condition or circumstance. 

 
  Particularly needy asylum seekers – unaccompanied minors, the elderly, the handicapped and other 

vulnerable groups – will have facilitated access to social assistance services, with the help of the 
NGOs present in the territory. 

 
 
 INFORMATION 
 
 
7. Public awareness campaigns will be promoted in order to create a better understanding of the problems 

of asylum seekers, in order to avoid the problems associated with xenophobic or racist movements. 
 
 
 RETURN 
 
 
8. Aid programmes may be adopted to assist the return of asylum seekers whose applications have been 

rejected or withdrawn; this will be done in agreement with the NGOs present in the territory. 
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