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OUTCOME OF PROCEEDINGS

of : the Europol Working Party

on : 3and4July 1996

1. Adoption of the agenda

The Europol Working Party agreed on the agenda set out in telex No. 2785 of 24 June
and telex No. 2849 of 1 July 1996.

2. Presidency work programme (doc. 8625/96 EUROPOL 34)

The Presidency presented its programme (cf. doc. 8625/96 EUROPOL 34). The Florence
agreement on the Court of Justice has given a major impetus to speed up the

preparations for the post-Convention stage.
The Working Party welcomed the orientations of the Presidency, that underlined its
intention to control regularly the activities of the EDU. The discussion focused on the

following topics :

A. Experts meetings

All delegations and the EDU agreed on the necessity of experts meetings. At these
meetings, problems can be studied in depth, as was the case in regard to the
financial regulation of Europol. Such meetings are needed especially for the

personnel statute.
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Some delegations felt that, for organisational and budgetary reasons, these meetings
should be held in Brussels. Other delegations raised no objection to holding these

meetings in The Hague at the EDU headquarters.

The Working Party confirmed that planned meetings of financial experts and of
heads of national units should take place in The Hague, as should an experts
.meeting on the personnel statute. For the latter and possible other experts meetings,
the Director of the EDU is allowed to use funds from other chapters of the 1996
budget.

B. Computer system

Several delegations emphasized the importance of rapid progress in the setting up of

the Europol computer system.

C. Relations with Interpol

Some delegations felt that special attention should be paid to the relationship

between the EDU/Europo! and Interpol, in order to avoid duplication of work.

The Working Party agreed to discuss this point during the forthcoming discussion on

the "Vision of Europol” document.

3. Management of EDU activities and related issues

A. Draft budget 1997
{docs 7717/1/96 EUROPOL 31 REV 1 and 8626/96 EUROPOL 35)

The Working Party debated on the practical implementation of the orientation from
the Council of 4 June 1996, to reduce the draft 1997 budget with 233,000 Ecu and

agreed on the figures as shown in the annex to this document.
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The French delegation, supported by the Belgian delegation, reaffirmed its reluctance
to agree to new posts in the fields of external relations and, to a certain extent,
social assistance. Nevertheless, in the context of an overall compromise, this

delegation did not want to block a decision.

The EDU representative stated that his organization would endeavour to employ a
social assistant from January 1997 onwards, whereas the external relations officer
would be recruited in the course of 1997. Anyhow, it was understood that the

recruitment of the above officers would not prejudice the 1998 budget.

B. Europol computer system project and activities of the EDU

The EDU presented reports on the Europol computer system project and on EDU's

activities during the first semester of 1996.

The Working Party agreed to discuss these two reports at its meeting of
30/31 July 1996.

4. Rules applicable to analysis files
(docs 4038/3/96 EUROPOL 2 REV 3, 8779/96 EUROPOL 36 and 8802/96 EUROPOL 37)

A. The German delegation explained the general principles of its suggestions on the
implementing rules governing (analysis) files under Article 10(1) 4th sentence of the
Convention (cf. doc. 8779/96 EUROPOL 36). The different types of data need to be
stated in the implementing rules and the whole utilization of personal data by Europol
has to be governéd by the principle_.of necessity. A differentiation - based on the
extent of involvement in the crime - has to be made between categories such as

suspects, witnesses, victims or persons who can give information.

The Austrian delegation insisted on the need to distinguish between computerized
and non-computerized data (cf. doc. 8802/96 EUROPOL 37).
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The Danish delegation shared the German delegation’s concerns. The United
Kingdom and the Netherlands delegations favoured a pragmatic, flexible approach.
The Italian delegation stressed the difficulty of an appropriate and workable

definition of the notion of "suspects” (cf. Article 8{1) of the Convention).

B. The Working Party studied the preamble and Articles 1, 2 and 3 of the text in
document 4038/3/96 EUROPOL 2 REV 3.

1. With regard to the preamble, the Council’s Legal Service was invited to give a

written opinion on :

- the appropriateness and implications of a reference to
Directive 95/46/EC ;

- the feasibility of a graduation in the recitals.

2, Asregards the preamble and Articles 1, 2 and 3, the Presidency announced that
it will take account of the delegations’ observations in a new version of
document 4038/3/96 EUROPOL 2 REV 3.

3. A general debate took place on Article 3 on the basis of the above mentioned

suggestions from the German delegation.

- The Spanish delegation said that a division into three categories, based on the
level of protection and the amount of data, would be useful. The French,
Netherlands and Swedish delegation raised doubts on the usefuiness of such a

division.

The Presidency announced that the examination of this dossier will be continued

at the Working Party’s meeting on 30/31 July 1996.
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5. Draft staff requlations applicable to Europol personnel
(docs 10097/1/95 EUROPOL 95 REV 1 and SN 3435/96)

The Presidency presented a document containing principles relating to staff regulations.
The Working Party welcomed it and discussed the various items. The results of the
Working Party’s deliberations are reflected in document 8964/96 EUROPOL 39.

It was agreed that an experts meeting on this matter will be held in The Hague on

4/5/6 September 1996.

The Presidency announced that at its next meeting (29/30 July 1996) the Working Party will

discuss the following items :

- data files {29 July)
- management of the EDU (30 July - ¥ day)

- impleménting regulation on confidentiality {30 July - %2 day).

The German delegation recalled its request to the Council’s Legal Service to dispose of its

opinion on the applicability for Member States of the rules to be adopted on confidentiality.
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Draft EDU budget for 1997

At its meeting on 3/4 July 19986, the Europol Working Party agreed on the following changes
with regard to the draft budget in document 7717/1/96 EUROPOL 31 REV 1 :

#
233.000

Budget 1996 Draft budget Reductions Rev. 1997
1997

300 40.000 50.000 5.000 45.000
401 170.000 400.000 130.000 270.000
405 220.000 230.000 20.000 210.000
407 32.000 33.000 1.000 32.000
422 150.000 130.000 5.000 125.000
423 120.000 140.000 15.000 125.000
424 150.000 160.000 10.000 150.000
430 60.000 62.000 2.000 60.000
500 105.000 110.000 5.000 105.000
201 2.480.000 2.970.000 40.000 2.930.000
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