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Subject: Racism and xenophobia: Consultative Commission
- Follow-up to the Florence European Council

The Heads of State and Government decided in Florence to ask the Council to instruct the

Consultative Commission on Racism and Xenophobia, set up further to the Decision of the

Heads of State and Government in Corfu, to continue its work until the European Monitoring

Centre on Racism and Xenophobia was established.

It would therefore seem appropriate, as far as possible, to give it powers similar to those of

the future Monitoring Centre.

1. MANDATE

Until the Monitoring Centre is set up, the Consultative Commission will continue to

monitor racist and xenophobic phenomena in the various Member States, and to

act as a forum for exchanging views on the action taken in individual Member

States and in the Union to promote tolerance (in the areas of legislation,

administration, and civil society). It will also study the activities planned for the

European Year against Racism and Xenophobia. The Consultative Commission will

submit a report to the Council and the European Parliament on its activities.
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COMPOSITION

The Member States and the Commission will each, for their own part, appoint or
confirm one person to sit on the Consultative Commission; members of the

Consultative Commission may be accompanied by a maximum of two experts.

The European Parliament and the Council of Europe will continue to be associated
as observers with the work of the Consultative Commission as at present.

MEETINGS

Meetings will be held at the General Secretariat of the Council; secretarial services
will be provided by the Council General Secretariat.

The Presidency - in agreement with the Chairman of the Consultative
Commission — will draw up the timetable for meetings.

STATUS

The Consultative Commission is not a committee or working party within the
meaning of Article 19 of the Council’s Rules of Procedure.

The members of the Consultative Commission will hold office on an individual and
independent basis. The Consultative Commission’s reports and recommendations
will indicate whether they were adopted unanimously or by a majority; minority
opinions may be included in the reports. Documents drawn up by the Consultative
Commission will be submitted to tihe Council through the Permanent
Representatives Committee.
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