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A ITEM NOTE
from : the General Secretariat of the Council
to : the COUNCIL
No. prev. docs: 11907/2/96 ASIM 166 REV 2
12336/96 ASIM 172 + COR 1(s) + COR 2 (fi)
Subiject: Adoption of the official languages of the Communities of a Joint Action on a uniform
format for residence permits
1. At its meeting on 28 and 29 November 1996 the JAI Council reached political agreement on the
text of the above mentioned draft Joint Action as set out in the annex to document 11907/2/96
ASIM 166 REV 2.
2. The Working Party of Legal/Linguistic Experts finalised the text in the different languages
(12336/96 ASIM 172 + COR 1(s) + COR 2 (fi)).
3. The Permanent Representatives Committee confirmed this text with the following reservations:
a waiting reservation from the Austrian delegation, linguistic reservations from the Finnish and
Swedish delegations and a parliamentary scrutiny reservation from the Netherlands delegation.
Meanwhile, these reservations are lifted.
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4, For these reasons, it is suggested to the Council that it

- formally adopts the text as recorded in document 12336/96 ASIM 172 + COR 1 (s) + COR 2
(fi),

- decides on its publication in the Official Journal of the European Communities (Part L),

- decides to enter in the Council Minutes the statements given in the annex.
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b)

ANNEX

Statement to the Council Minutes

The Council declares that the quality of the further technical specifications to be developed in
accordance with Article 2, paragraph 1, will be at least equivalent to those developed by the
Commission for the purposes of Council Regulation (CE) n° 1683/95, laying down a uniform
format for visas. To this end, close cooperation shall be established between the Council and the
Committee established pursuant to article 6 of the aforementioned Regulation, so that the
further technical specifications are developed with full knowledge of the work already

completed.

The Council declares that the uniform format for residence permits laid down by this Joint
Action will not, as a consequence of this Joint Action, replace in itself nor will it constitute

avalid :

Travel document acceptable for the purpose of crossing the external borders of the Member

States of the European Union ;

- Visaissued by a Member State ;

- Identity card acceptable for the purposes of crossing borders between the Member States ;

- Identity document for the purposes of checks within Member States other than the Member

State which issued the residence permit.
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