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The EC-Malta Association Council held its 9th meeting at ministerial level in 

Brussels on 14 May 1996; the meeting was chaired by Mrs Susanna AGNELLI, 

Minister of Foreign Affairs of Italy and President-in-office of the Council of the 

European Union. 

The Maltese delegation was led by Prof. Guido de MARCO, Deputy Prime Minister 

and Minister for Foreign Affairs of Malta. 

The Commission of the European Communities was represented by 

Mr Hans van den BROEK, Member, and the European Investment Bank by its 

Vice-President, Mr GENNIMATAS. 

1 . The two Parties underlined the new course taken in their relations since the 

last meeting of the Association Council in June 1995. The European Council 

at its meetings in Cannes and Madrid has confirmed that negotiations for 

Malta's accession to the Union will begin, on the basis of Commission 

proposals, six months after the conclusion of the 1996 Intergovernmental 

Conference and taking its results into account. This new course is 

symbolized by the presence of the Prime Minister and Foreign Minister of 

Malta at the European Council meetings in Cannes and Madrid and the 

invitation extended to them by the Presidency to attend the European 

Council in Florence in a few weeks' time. 
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2. Since the last meeting of the Association Council in 1995, important new 

developments have taken place, particularly as regards the opening of the 

Intergovernmental Conference in Turin on 29 March 1996. This Conference 

will determine the future complexion of the Union and will provide an 

opportunity to deal more effectively with the internal and external challenges 

of the years to come, including future enlargement. 

The link established by the Union between Maltese accession and the 

conduct of the ICG has led to agree that Malta will be regularly briefed on 

the progress of the discussions at the Conference and Malta will be able to 

express its point of view at meetings with the Presidency to be held in 

principle every two months. 

3. The two parties also outlined the importance for the mediterranean region of 

the process launched by the Euro-Mediterranean Conference in Barcelona 

which inaugurated the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership. 

4. A first and positive assessment of the pre-accession strategy, notably the 

structured dialogue, launched at the last Association Council was made. The 

joint work programme which was agreed for the first twelve months has 

been broadly followed. Further ministerial meetings are still planned to be 

held under the Italian presidency. A new work programme - enabling this 

dialogue to be continued profitably - is being established for the next twelve 

months under the responsibility of the Irish and Netherlands presidency in 

direct contacts with Malta. 

5. The two parties welcomed the entry into force of the 4th Financial Protocol, 

thus allowing for the financing of the structural reforms needed for the 

transition of the Maltese economy and enabling Malta to meet the challenge 

presented by its accession to the European Union. 

6. The political dialogue set up between the two parties was reviewed with 

satisfaction as it contributed to a better mutual understanding and to 

increasingly convergent views. The Union welcomes the contributions by 

Malta at expert meetings and the way in which Malta is increasingly 

identifying itself with EU positions and declarations in the CFSP matters. 
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Following the meeting of the Association Council, the Foreign Ministers held 

also their second joint half-yearly ministerial meeting (the first was held in 

November 1995) in the framework of the Structured dialogue adopted with 

Malta in June 1995. The meeting was also open to the public. In accordance 

with the agreed goals of such meetings, matters of common interest, 

particularly external policy issues and questions related to accession were 

discussed. Therefore, the parties had a fruitful exchange of views on the 

following points: functioning of the structured dialogue, the Barcelona 

process, the Middle East peace process, former Yugoslavia and the Inter­

Governmental Conference. 
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