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Cooperation Agreement with Nepal 

The Council decided to conclude the Cooperation Agreement between the European Community 
and the Kingdom of Nepal, which was signed in Brussels on 20 November 1995 (see Press 
Release 11718/95 Presse 330). 

The Agreement will enter into force on the first day of the month following the date on which 
the Contracting Parties notify each other of the completion of the procedures necessary for that 
purpose . 

Public access to documents 

The Council gave its agreement, with the Danish, Irish, Greek, Netherlands, Finnish, 
Swedish and United Kingdom delegations voting against, to the reply to be given to a 
request for Council documents submitted by Tony Bunyan. The Belgian, Danish, French, 
Swedish and Finnish delegations gave the following explanations for their votes: 

Explanation of vote by the Danish and Swedish delegations 

"The Danish and the Swedish delegations cannot endorse the content of the reply. They 
disagree with the interpretation of the term "repeat application" contained in Article 3(2) of 
the Council Decision as they consider that the term must be particularly intended for cases 
where the same applicant requests access to the same document on more than one 
occasion. 

On an overall assessment of the circumstances of the case, the Danish and the Swedish 
delegations therefore cast a negative vote. 

The Danish and the Swedish delegations request that the result of the vote and this 
statement be published." 

Explanation of vote by the Belgian and French delegations 

"The Belgian and French delegations support the draft reply and the interpretation 
contained therein of the concept of "repeat applications". 

They consider that the applications by Mr Bunyan are repeat applications, that they are 
contrary to the spirit of the 1993 decision and that they abuse the good faith of the 
Council in its willingness to be transparent . They accordingly consider the reply to be 
"fair" within the meaning of the 1993 decision." 

Explanation of vote by the Finnish delegation 

"Finland does not agree with the content of the reply. 

Finland does not consider Mr Bunyan's request as a repeat application . It should have 
been treated as an ordinary request. 

Finland therefore votes against." 
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The Council agreed, with the Danish, Netherlands, Finnish and Swedish delegations voting 
against and the United Kingdom delegation abstaining, to the reply to be given to a request 
for Council documents submitted by Mr Trehorning. The Danish delegation gave the 
following explanation of vote: 

Explanation of vote by the Danish delegation 

"The Danish delegation acknowledges that the reply given in 7224/96 has some positive 
elements. The documents have been examined individually with the result that the request 
of the appl icant has been partly met. 

Nonetheless, the Danish delegation does not consider that the reasons cited for denying 
access are satisfactory as only in two cases (11036/94 and 12264/94) does the reply 
explain to the applicant the reason for denying access in respect of each individual 
document. In one of these cases (12264/94) the Danish delegation furthermore considers 
that the document cannot be withheld solely on the grounds that it contains opinions of 
the Council Legal Service . 

In addition the Danish delegation disagrees with the retention of several documents which 
it considers releasable, but in some cases after disguising the positions of Member States. 

On an overall assessment of the circumstances of the case, the Danish delegation 
therefore casts a negative vote . 

The Danish delegation requests the result of the vote and this statement be published." 

Appointments - Economic and Social Committee 

The Council adopted the Decision appointing a member of the Economic and Social Committee, 
Harry BYRNE, in place of Liam CONNELLAN, for the remainder of the latter's term of office, 
i.e. until 20 September 1998. 
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