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Subject: Draft Convention concerning the establishment of the "Eurodac” system for the
identification of applicants for asylum, in accordance with Article 13 of the
Dublin Convention
— Progress report

1. The Justice and Home Affairs Council meeting on 23 November 1995, after noting that

it was technically feasible to install a system for exchanging asylum-seekers’
fingerprints at European level (Eurodac system) and before taking a final decision on the
desirability of setting up EURODAC, gave instructions for the preparation of a proposal
for the text of a Convention or Protocol covering the legal questions arising in respect
of EURODAC, and for examination in greater detail of the financial and technical aspects
outstanding (see 11476/95 ASIM 308).

2. The Presidency focused its attention on the legal aspects of the dossier, preparing the

draft Convention establishing the Eurodac system, which it presented to the Justice and

Home Affairs Council meeting on 19 and 20 March 19986.

The draft has since been examined on several occasions by the Working Party on

Eurodac, and the outcome of its proceedings, which are continuing apace, will be set

out in 6545/1/96 ASIM 60 REV 1. However, a number of delegations have entered

general scrutiny reservations on the draft, as they need some time to finalize their

internal consultations.
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Furthermore, with a view to organizing further discussions on the technical

specifications, the K.4 Committee, in accordance with the "A" item note adopted by

the Council in November 1995, confirmed the extension of the work of Bossard, the
consultants, the detailed arrangements for which, including the concomitant costs, will
be examined by the future Presidency, assisted by the General Secretariat of the

Council, and the firm Bossard, before being submitted to the Working Party on Eurodac.

7417/96 i/LG/jl EN



