

















Corruption involving EU-officials and officials of EU Member Sta_tes

Ministers will have a political debate on the draft convention on the fight against
corruption involving officials of the European Communities or officials of
Member States of the European Union.

It is recalled that in September 1996 the Council drew up a Protocol directed in
particular at acts of corruption involving national or Community officials, that
damage, or are likely to damage, the European Communities' financial interests.
However, is has been considered necessary for the purpose of improving judicial
cooperation in criminal matters between Member States to go further than this
Protocol and to draw up a Convention directed at the above mentioned acts.

At this stage the only outstanding question is the one concerning the
competence of the Court of Justice (CJ) where delegations are divided between:

total opposition against conveying any role to the CJ at all;

acceptance of the possibility of an opting in clause;

request for mandatory CJ competence in all matters except for preliminary
rulings; and finally

request for mandatory CJ competence in all matters.
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The Presidency has drawn up a compromise suggestion to be discussed by
Ministers, which is based on the following elements:

a) a competence for the CJ in respect of dispute settlement

b) a reexamination of the matter of preliminary rulings once the results of the
IGC are known.
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