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Subject: Contact Magazine

At its meeting on 18 December 1996 the Working Party on Information considered the future of
Contact Magazine. Discussions focused on the renewal of the producer's contract.

It will be recalled that the Commission and the Member States had decided to award production of
the magazine to C9i Communication following the Commission's call for tenders 94/C 330/13.

The Commission concluded a contract with C9i for two years from the date of signature; it is
extendable by one year.

The Commission must notify the producer 6 months before the date on which the initial contract
expires if it wishes to extend the contract.

The contract will thus expire automatically in July 1997 unless an extension is announced before
13 January 1997.

In August 1996 the Commission instructed the EUCLID consultant to carry out an evaluation report
on Contact Magazine.
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An interim audit report was distributed in November, and the full EUCLID report presented to
members of the Working Party on Information on 18 December 1996.

The Commission decided on the basis of the results of the cost analysis — one of the three main
elements in the evaluation report — not to extend the contract with C9i and to issue a new call for
tenders for production of the magazine.

Most delegations nonetheless insisted that they needed enough time to examine the evaluation
report in depth and to draw their conclusions, without having to act hastily.

The Presidency considers it important to find a solution which will gain time for a decision to be
taken on whether to renew the contract and also ensure the continuity of the magazine after the
initial two years stipulated in the contract.

It proposes to address this question at the meeting of the Working Party on Information to be held
on 10 January 1997.
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