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Subject: Proposal to examine, in a joint meeting with the relevant working parties from the other

Pillars, what measures can be taken in respect of countries with which there are
problems regarding return

During the meeting of the Migration Group of 20 January 1997, it was agreed that the Presidency would
submit for the Group's consideration a concrete proposal for the preparation of an interpillar discussion on how

to promote more successful co-operation in the field of readmission with certain specified third countries.

The Presidency now formally submits to the Group the idea of preparing such a discussion with regard to

(1) China and (2) India. This choice has been based on several criteria:

- the countries concerned have been mentioned in the replies submitted by various Member States;

- the problems are primarily related to readmission of these third countries' own nationals (which
represents a stronger case than if the problems were primarily related to readmission of non-nationals);

- the two countries belong to the same region, but the relations between the EU and each of them are quite

succinct.
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Although India does not appear on the list of countries identified by CIREFI (doc. 4588/4/96 CIREFI 3
REV 4), it has been mentioned by at least four Member States. China also appears on CIREFI's list.

Several Member States have also mentioned one or more countries in the Mediterranean region. In this
respect, the Presidency proposes to deal with the subject of readmission in the context of the Euro-
Mediterranean dialogue. As it mentioned in the Presidency's draft Work Programme concerning external
relations in Third Pillar Matters (doc. 5360/97 JAI 2), the Presidency is prepared to submit a proposal for a
special expert meeting on this subject. This has become even more topical, now that Algeria has taken the

initiative for proposing an expert meeting on migration focussing on visa-related issues.
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