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as prepared by !DELETED f presently Field Officer UNHCRfLO. Baku. 
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ANNEX I 

1. THE SOMALI CLAN SYSTEM 

The Somali social systeJII is defined. by anthropologists as 
patrilineal segmentary opposition. At the top of the genealogical tree 
we find the "e1an-fmuily". a large group of people identified by a 
common ancestor, usually oonsidered in Somali oral history to be an 
Arab sheikh who immigrated to Somalia, such as the Darod. Further dmon 
the tree we have the "clan" (qolo). varying in size and importance., 
which often assumes the functions of corporate political groups, 
especially during the competition for political power or war. Clans are 
divided into sUh-clans and lineages (reer)~ As Lewis (t980) .,lIrgues, 
the bottom lrne ·which identifies the most pervasive and frequently 
mobilized social relationship. is the "diya paying group"; This unit, 
with a few hundred to a few thousand men, consists of close patrilineal 
kinsmen. united by a contractual alliance stipulating tbat they will 
pay and receive blood-compensation (diya) together, 'rhus if a member 
of the group is wounded 01" killed, it becomes the collective 

·responsibility of the group to claim compensation or take revenge. This 
Somali "insurance policy" can be understood by the fact that in the 
remote and harsh locations where most of the nomads live, membership of 
this group is often the only guarantee of protection of life and . 
property. This syst~ has however often caused endless blood feuds that 
traditionally involved not only individual crimes. but also disputes 
over watering and grazing rights, especially at times of droughts. More 
recently they centered around the struggle for political power and the 
control of humanitarian aid. . 

This social system, characterized by the absence of a hierarchic 
chain of authority has been described by Lewis (1982) as a "pastoral 
democracy": although clans can have a Sultan as nOlllinal chiefs. they 
represent· more a s)~bol of clan solidarity. often acting as mediators 
and arbitrators, than political power and authority. They are "primi 
inter pares". Thus, in the last instance. rights authority and power 
are legitimated by fighting strength within the lineage system. The 
lack of centralized system of authority is reflected in the extreme 
indh'idualislll and pride of the Somali character. Similarly to this 

. structural authority problem, there is a representation problem. for 
all Somali adult men are eligible to participate in clan councils and 
are mistrustful to delegate decisions. The memorization of one's 
genealogy, stretching 20 to 30 generations from ego to the founder of . 
the clan. is part of the initiation of young Somalis into adulthood. 
All Somalis of pastoral/rural origin. including females, are able to 
recite them flawlessly, but sOJIle of the "urbanized" persons from 
~ogadisho or Djibouti might know only the basics. In the context of a 
society characterized by a pastoralist mode of production genealogies 
are, in tewis's apt definition (1982, p.2), "what a person's address is 
in Em'ope" or an idellti ty card for a Protection Officer. They define an 
individual's place in society. political allegiances and elll!lities. 

The first division among Somalis is between the main clans of pastoral 
origin and the southern cultivators. Among the pastoralists there are 
four main clan families: tbe Darod, the Dir. the Issak and the Hawiye 
(fig. 1)_ Finally there are merchant, religious and low-cast clans. 
The concept of area of origin of a clan is ~~ressed in Somali with the 
term deghan. which means grazing area and will be &~amined below for 
all the main clans and sub-clans. It should however he noted that some 
individuals might have lived in Mogadisho for more than two generations 
even if their deghan was elsewhere. 
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Marrahan llart~ Osaden ssa Gadaburs.l. B1Ulaal Ilabargldlr Aligal ~lurusede Ifawadle. 
(5. Barre) I (SPM) (Djb) (N.W. Som) (5. Som) (USC!Aidid) (USC! I 

Mabdi) I' I 
1 I RabanwHn Digi! 

Majertein Dulbabante Warsangeli (agricult •• bantuized 
(SSDF) (USF) soutbern clans) 

OTHER SOMALI -RELATED CLANS 

I) Low-cast!"pariah": GaboYe/Mitgan (N.W. Somalia, E. Ethiopia) 
Toumal (N.W. Somalia. E. Etbiopia) 
Yiber (N.W. Som., E. Etb •• claiming Israelite origins) 

3) Arablzed merchant tribes: Reer HallUllar (~logadi5ho) 
Reer B~awa (Brawa) 

2) Priestly tribe: Shekbash (E. Eth.) 
(same liS above) ShekbaJ (5. 80m.) 

41 Somalized~romos: Jarso (E. Rtb.) 
Aldsho (&. Etb, 

N.W. Som) 

Note: in this summarizing table only the most important clans and sub-clans are mentioned. 
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FIG, 2: THE oAROD 
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Som) (N.W. Som) I (E. Eth) . 

I I k I I 
~fiyrwalal ~Iakabul . l'teri Yabarre Abellkul 

Note: capital letters indicate the most important clans and sub-olans as sociopolitical units~ geographical locations"' 
are indicated only when possible, since many clans are scattered in different locations. 
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1'1 G 3: TIll! MARlWlAN AND OGADEN DAROD 
DAROD 
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Mettan/Yu&suf/Oerad/Hussein Humin 

Ah~ed Khafer ' Si~ad Ali , "" ! 
Farah Ugas Afgab Warete Aden Kehir 

I I 1 ' . 
Shermarke D1ni au ed 



1.1 The Darod (fig. 2) . ' 
The Darod is the largest elan familiy botl;l in terms of pOpulation 

and territorial extension. The importance of the DarO<!. is also given by 
the fact that it gaITI1! rise to Siyad Barre' s clan, the Karrabao (fig. 
3). The Marrahan are located in the southern Geddo region between Luah 
GanaM and Bardera and in the eentral regions between !)usa &t'eb and 
Galkayo, around the cities of Gelinsor and Ahudltak. The vast majority 
are therefore from Somalia, with a small overspill in Ethiopia and a 
SB1<Ill pocket near Jijiga. As we shall see below. the Man'shan, although 
relativelY small in numbers, acquired a disproportionate political and 
militarily importance during the last decade of Barre's regime. The 
Geddci region has been affecl:ed by unrest in.recent ·time~ mainly because 
of the infiltration of Islamic fttndamntalists. 

, 

One of .the largest Darod clans. which gave its name to a region of 
what is today Ethiopia is the Ogaden, (fig. 3) descending from 
Darod through AbsamelKeblelah. While the vast majority of Ogandenis 
inhabit the barren areas of eastern Ethiopia, where they traditionally 
conducted a pastoral life, some sub-clans inhabit the southern region 
between Kismayo and Bardera and the north-eastern regions of Kenya. The 
most important sub-clans are the Mohammed Zuber (mainly in eastern 
Ethiopia. between Degab Bur and the Somali border at Ferfer) the Awlian 
and the Makabul. Even thougb most Ogadenis are from Ethiopia, they rose 
to political and military prominence in Somalia Where they fled'in 
hundreds of thousands in the aftermath of the Ogaden war and were 
integrated in Somali society by Siyad Barre who was an Ogaden by 
mother. !he ogadens have feuded traditionally with the Issak. Their 
military wing is the Somali Patriotic Movement '(SFM). The Ogadeni 
regions in south Somalia have been the theatre of frequent clashes with 
the Majertein around Kismayo. 

Another off-spring of Keblelab are the Sarti (fig. 4), a clan 
federation whose political corporate identity normally rests at the 
level of its three descendents: Majertein; Dulbahante and'ilarsaageli. 
The Majertein are a large clan inhabiting northeast Somalia. !bey 
were politically prominent in the democratic period {196Q-69) but, 
after the defeat of the Ogaden war in 1978. they rose against Siyad 
Barre and fanned the first armed opposition movement, the SSDF. The 

. thI'ee main' sub-clans are, from no,th to south, the Osun Hahmud 
.. (Bosaso), the Issa !!'a.luI!ud (Garoe) and the Osman Kahlaud (Galkayo), 

who border with the Habar Ghidir!Hawiye. 'After initial clashes with 
fundamentalists in 1991/92, these areas have been relatively peaceful. 
Sections of Majerte!n are also present in the southern port of Kismayo 
where they clashed with the Ogaden. This clan numbers quite a few 
"intellectuals" and businessmen. besides pastoralists. The two other 
Barti clans are the Dulbabante and the Warsangell. living 
respectively in the areas around Las Anod and Las Koren, in the eastern 
pa~ts of Somaliland, With a strong pastoralist background, the 
Dulbahante were also heavily represented in Siyad Barre's security 
apparatus. The Dulbahante also traditionally clashed with the lssak to 
their west. Their political wing is the Unit.ed SOIIlali Party (USP). On 
the other hand the Warsangeli are a more peaceful clan of seamen and 
businessmen. The deghaos of the Dulbahante and liarsanseli have not , 
witnessed any majo~ conflict since 1991'. Another !Combe off-spring, but 
not through Harti. are the Geri who inhabit the regions around Jijiga 
In eastern Ethiopia and have traditionally feuded with the neighbouring 
Jarso Oromo clan. Finally mention should be made of the Lelkase, a 
small off-spring of Dared who live among the Majertein with whom they 
enjoy protected status and pay the "diya" with them. 
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FIG. 4: THE HARTl DAROD 
DAROD 

Kebielah 
I 

Kombe 

llJU , 
Mohammed (kJER'l'RIN) ~lohLud ::r::---' -' '-":iid]~El 
~ ~ I .L-At/lye .. .'" I I I I I Mu~e .. I 

. I lI'abllyneye Kesldkabe Megenlebe Deshishe Gubtenle I . Ahmed (flaYl1g\ 
Ibrahlm (Eth. ) , 

1 Mohimmed -- -] Warlaba WARSANGEI.I 
Barre AbOker 

C"Bidiyan". Eth) Sal ethan 
A i I Mafullud ~ 

1 I I I ., 0Iite1' Dil eis 
A i Ugadh OSlIlan Mahamud Abdlrahilll I (llinjinle) 

I ~~e I 
,-1-' I ---! 

Isse Osman Omar NUb 

, I Klialid r I I I . 
Ali arad Mahamud Oarad AM! Garad Farah G. "Bah Ups" I 1 I I I (Galgala) 

Hussein ldr 55 Ahmed Yussuf (Maham. Russ. 
Mass,. Hamud) 

.alef Mobalillned Ali Ibrahim Is' Yollis ~Illsse 

I Si,Yad 

Malad ALi rJe Jal \l'a I is Manammad AhMed 

I ! I I I· . /' 
Mollammed Abdllleh Khai.lf Ali nul 1 I Naal1eye Samakab rgaal AlL IQed Adlri 

. a Aden 

Barkad 

Note: tbe Dul·bahante chart has been adapted .from Lewis (1982). All clans are in SomaHa. unless· otherwise indicated. 



1.2 The Dir {fig. 5) ,; 
The Dit ate a large clan-family 'inhabiting North West SOmali~. 

Djibouti and part$ of eastern Ethiopia. They are considered to be the 
desceM.ents of the original Somalis and to speak the "purest" language. 
They are compOsed of three main clans, the 15sa. the,Gadabursi and 
Bimal. While most Somalis consider also the lssak as part of the Dir. I 
have decided to treat the latter separately following Lewis (1982). 

The Issa (fig. 6) are a large clan inhabiting the western part 
of Somaliland, about one quarter of the territory of Djibouti and the 
area of eastern Ethiopia between the border with Djibouti and the city 
of Dire-Dalla where most Issa actually liye. 'They are divided int,o $oil;. 

sub-clans, tbiee' of whom are considered to be the original descendents 
of sheikh lssa and the other three "allied" clans. subsequently 
integrated in the clan. The Issa have developed the most complex and 
systematic code of traditional law. the heel' Issa and have a 
spi~itual leader. the Ugas, who. although devoided of insitutionalized 
legitimate power, exercizes a greater spiritual authority than his 
peers of other clans. The Ugas is always chosen from Ii small "allied" 
sub-clan, the Wardiq, so as not to arise rivalries among the !!lain 
sub-clans. His seat is in Dire-Dawa, an indication of the strong ties 
of this clan with Ethiopia strengthened by the railway connection and 
the chat trade, a stimulant leaf widely chewed among Somalis. However 
their main claim to fame is' that they are the dOlllinant cla.n, in 
Djibouti. President Hassan Guled Aptidon, who rules the country since 
independence in 1977. is of the Mamasan/Elaye' sub-clan. Furthermore. 
although the Afars, occupy important ministerial positions including 
that of Prime Hinister. it is undoubtable that Issas and in particular 
the Mamasan occupy the key positions especially concerning security. 
They have feuded with the Afars to the north and with tbeir Gadabursi 
cousins to the east. In North West Sowalia their political wing is the 
United Somali FrOnt (USF). The area has been ~elatively peaceful. 

The Gadabursi (fig. 7) are the second main Dir clan inhabiting 
the region of North West Somalia around the city of Boroma, their main 
urban centre, with an overspill in Ethiopia almost up to Jijiga. The 
three main sub-clans are the Mahad Asse, from Somalia. the Rabar Afan, 
split across the border with Ethiopia, and the Makahil. mainly in 
Ethiopia. They have traditionally been feuding with the Issas to the 
west. and with the Isw to the east. but their area has not been 
affected by any major conflict since 1991. Given the fertility of their 
land they have engaged ~n cultivation with some degree of animal: 
husbandry. They are considered to have a relative high rate of educated 
people and to be a "pragmatic" clan. Politically they are said to have 
given low-profile support to Siyad Barre and have not viewed with much 
favour the idea of Somaliland's independence. Their political wing is 
the Somali Democratic Alliance (SDA). 

In the southern fertile coastal regions near the Wabi Shebeli we 
can find the Bimal (also known as Biyomal). another Oir clan which 
adopted cultivation as its main from of subsitence given the favourable 
ecological context. They are divided in four sub-clans, Saad. Ismin. 
Saleiban and Dadow. roughly from Jesira (30 kill. south of Mogadisbo) 
down to Bra~a. A bellicose clan that put up stiff resistance against 
Xtalian colonial occupation, they have their political-lIIilitary wing in 
the Southern Somali National Movement (SSNM). Finally the Gadsen are a 
small Oil' clan living in the southern part of the Ogaden. 
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FIG. 5: TlIE llIR 
DIR 
I 

GADJURSI JSA BIL Gadtn 
(N.W. Som, (Djb, E.Eth. N.W. Som) (S'. 80m) (Ii. lith) 

E. lith) 

Eleye' Walaadon 

Mahad'Asse Habar'Afan 
(N.W. Som) (Eth/Som) 

MakiibH 
(E •. Rth) 

Horoone Urweyne 

lsmin Dadow Saleiban Saad 

Note: most Somalis consider the Issak as part of Dir, but the Issak themselves consider their tribe to be the direct 
descendent of Arab immigrants from the Prophet's line. In view of their large numbers and political prominence! 
have preferred to treat them as a tribal confederation at the same level of ego the Darod 
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FIG, 6: THE ISSA: 
{SSA 

i the tnree "initial" clans ____ Ft~e_t~r:e_"~T:d~ :l~n~~ . 

~ 
Walaaldon 

(Eth) 

YUCJi 
Musse Mamasan 

(BOt Som, 20% Eth) 
I !>labadIe r-- -I 

AwL Hassen 

Saad Yonts ~laliure Bidde 
(90% Et (Kohdagob ) 

10% Dj) I I I ..... ·1 
Maalin Ugadb Ruble 

1 

! di R IK 1 1-:-1 
R. pe • u A 1 Gun'an 
(lth) (80% Eth (Eth.) 

20% Som) 

Holle 

Fur !Furlabel 
(50% Eth, 50% Djb) 

Wardiq; (the Ugas) Horrone Urweyne 
(Eth} (50%·Etb, 50% .ojb) (80% pjb, 20% Eth) 

RuLwaq 'W8katShil GJ wal~l IJ-walal Fnlab 

Dulad 

" 

Note: percentages of geographical distributions are approximative 
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FIG. 7: THE GADABURSI 

nab. Samaron ("allied clans") 
(80% Etb) 

GADA6URSI 
(S~fARON) 

1 00----:1 Jibreen 
Ali Gaun . zutr ~Ia dor 
Heab Jlre - - - - - -- - - :; I 

llABAR I AF~ ~ MAl 
ASSE IL 

(cont, below) (cant. below) 

~lusa fin Hassan' Saad Reer Mak8.i1 DeQ4weyne Reer'lssa lfabai- Yussuf 
(50% Eth) (50% Eth) (Eth) (50% Eth) (50% Eth) (70% 8th) (70%· Sam) 

)IAHAD ABBE 
(Somalia) 

I r-------I 
Reer Mobl1lllllled AbI'aiD 

(20% Etb) 

r--- ---r ---I I 
Bahabar ~Iusse Bahabar Eli Aboker llababar Aden 

(20% Ethl 

MAKAHIL 

I 
Hakail ~ere--mEli Must Baha::Idalle:-~J Hassan JII4nna)t~ 

(Etb) (Eth) I (70% 8th. 30% Som) (Etb) (Etb) 
Yonls 

Jib~U All NkrA~n (Eth) ~ (Etb) 

Reel' Hamud Osman Gula Reel' Dudub KabaHarag ~arah Ma~Ud 
(Eth) (Sam) (80% EthJ (Eth) (90% Eth) (Som) 

'. . 

I ~ I Note: percentages of geographical distributions are approximative. small fractions also live·i~.Djibouti. 
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1.3 The Issak (fig. 8) , 
The Isaak inhabit the greatest part of, present day Scmaliland with 

an overspil1 acrOSli the Ethiopian border. It is controversial whether 
they should be considered a clan-family in its own right (delicending 
directly from an Arab &heilch). or jU$t a large Dir clan. The Issaks 
themselves nowadays do not appear to identify as Dir. bat this lIIight 
reflect more an attempt to seek lineage legitimation in View of their 
current hegemonY in Somaliland than genealogical orthodoxy. At anY rate 
1 have decided to treat them separately because of their RWlIerical and 
politiCal importance and greater laCk of corporate identity as compared 

,with'the lssa or Gadabursi. , ' 

The Isaak are cOB1poSed of eight clans, four of whom stemming fr'OIII • 
sbeikh Issak' s Ethiopian wife. the Iiabar lJabushPed. and four from. the 
Somali wife, the lJabar Dtagaadle. The four "Habar Habusheed". 
numerically smaller than the ''Habar Magaa.dle". are Ahmed, Musse, 
Ibrahim and Muhammad. At any rate the Habar Habusheed are normally 
categorized in Tal .1a10 (Ahmed) and lJabar .1alo {Musse}. for the 
lineages of Ibrahim and Mahammad are numerically insignificant. The Tol 
Jalo, inhabit the areas between Ha,geheisa and the Ethiopian border 
with a small overspill in Ethiopia. Given their numerical weakness they 
often ally themselves with the large Haber Awal. The Hahar Jalo, larger. 
than the Tol Ja10. inhabit the region around Burao, and are engaged in 
tl'aditional feudipg· and cattle raiding with the Dulbahante and the 

,Habar Yunis (see below), All clans have a pastoralist background. 

,On the side of the Haber Magaadle, we find the Habar Awal. the 
la~gest of all the Issak clans. which are divided in two main 
sub-clans. the Saad Musse and the Issa Musse. inhabiting the areas 
around Hargheisa and Berbera respectively. !he'Saad HUsse have become a 
mainly agricultural sub-clan, as their Gadabursi neighbours to the 
west, with whom they are engaged in traditional feuding. The 5econd 
largest clan, the Habar Girhajis, are a uterine alliance between the 
Habar Yanis and the ldagalle, with wbOl4 they may ally when fighting 
the Habar Awal to the west or the Dulbahante to the east. They are 
located mainly in the Burao and Erigavo districts. Third in numerical 
strength. the Arab clan is located to the south of Hargheisa across the 
border with Ethiopia and is occasionally engaged in feuding with the 
Saad Musse, compared to which it numbers about one fourth in size. 

,Finally we find the !\yub are the smallest clan, inhabiting the central 
regions of Somaliland. In 1981 the Issaks founded the Somali National 
Movement {SNM) which became the main movement figthing Barre's regime 
and Darod domination. 

1.4 The Rawjve (fig. 9) 
The Rawiye are a large and important clan-family said by some 

genealogists to be agnatically related to Oir and Issak. through the 
Irir c~on ancestor. They inhabit the vast central and southern 
regions of Somalia with small sections living also in ~thiopia and 
Kenya. Like the Issa. they are divided lnto "allied clans", 
agnatically unrelated, but who live under Hawiye protection and 
consider themselves Hawiye, and the true Hawiye patrilineal descent 
groups. These in turn are divided into Bah Habusheed (children of an 
Ethiopian wife) and the Bah Sherifo (child.ren of a wife of Mecean 
origin). this time resembling the Issak. their political/military wing. 
the United Somali Congre$s (USC), founded in 1990, has largely been 
responsible for the final struggle whcb led to the overthrow of Siyad 
Barre's regime in 1991. 
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FIG. 8: THE ISSAK 
Hahusheed = SHEIKH rSSAK = Magaadle 

, "!lABAR llAIlUSHEEO" , ,J' 
"HAllAR MAGAADLE" 

. , . I. _. 1 .. 
b AhIiI, 

(TOL JALO) 

AhoRer Mohammed 

(Sambuur) ('lbraan) 

Samene 

I 
Zuber 

II. ~ahim I 
l!:~n Ab~lleh Eli 

MUflse . 1--1-'-l, 
Daud Sild Moham. M\lsst! Zuber 

"HABAR JM..O" 

(IDAGALLE), I I . 
I' A~e Butsuk 

"1fA8AR GXlUIAJU" 

._smail Musse Issabag 

I. ,-- T_'_~ 

Vunis Musse Abdallah 

"HABAR YUNIS" 

Sa~d Issa Egelle Afiab 

I "IJABAR AW/>J." 
Issak 

1.. ___ _ I I j I . __ .. -, 
A~ke.r Yussuf Mak il Musse. lase 

r-------r- "'r ····--1 
Jibril Hussein Audal1ah Ugadh 

Note: this chart has been adapted from I.M. Lewis (1982); it has not been possible to establlSh precise geographical 
locations, altbough possibly SO« of lssaks are in . N.W. Somalia and 201 10 E. Ethiopia (plus small fractions in' 

~ Djibouti). 
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{MUllAN) Harr~re lialllere 

'u1 lias. 
(Eth) 

"Bah Habusheed" 

Ker!nle 

MurIel SaJl-:--:r!ye Kat 
Rarene 

(Eth) 

(KenYa) 
"Bah Sherifo 

Gorltate Jam~ele GUgU~ ,ube 
_ . ___ 1 __ I I 1--- ·~-l 

Dame Mohammed Mohamud 

r---· ... l----I 
Herre Jebedl. Jidle .' 

HlURUSEDE) (Eth) (Eth) I (Geboye) 

1 
. I lIirab 

" ~adiade Jejel~ 
Serinsor 

MuLod -MOr:~- ~::I:e-Med) Kifs r I I GALh DEooDr Isse Mesel'e' L .----L (DUDUDLll) (lfABAR GIDIR) 

D~IJ.E .. , I J 
I UjeJen I I 1 I 

Osman Saad Sarur A r Saleiban 

(Ken) (Garjente) (Sow. Ken, 
Ethl 

I I I IAw~rer ~ 
Wadan ABGAL Moblen I1awey 

1 

,......---+---.., Farah Das eIIIe 

I I U us Sameyeshe Waqujire I I Ro~le 
Harti . Wabuden Warulus I HaysoW AbAh ~ J Farah Hohariulled 

Galle Gabkne 

Abdul1eh Ililwele ltideyare AYanle 

Note: all clans are in Somalia. un1es otherwise indicated. Garre and Gerire are sometimes classified as Oil'. 
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The Bah Sherifo. give rise to the m05t numerous and iaportant 

HawiYe clans' and sub-clans. PrOll!. Gorg,ate origillllte the JJabar Gidlr' .. 
clan~ of a pastoralist background, inhabitins the regioll between 
Galkayo and EI BUr, bordering to the north with the Marraban aM 
Majertein Dared and to the south with the Murusade, Abgal and Hawadle 
Hawiye witll whom they occaaionally fight. The RabaT Gidir have risen to 
international fue because they are General AidUd.· Ii clan, who 'belongs 
to the saad sulv-clan. Equally important and neat'lyas famous are the 
Abgal. the clan of Gen. Aidiid's archi-rival, Ali Mahdi. Of nomaclic 
origin, they settled in the fertile Benad.ir cocst fcOlII Iiogadisho to 

. Meregh in the .17th century, where they turned mainly into 
agrieul,.turalists •. Other clans settled' in the Sbebelle valley incl~de: . 
the . Wadan and the JlIlIlbele or BlntiTe. nowadays mainly farmers and l:he 
Galjel agropastoralists, known for their love of camels and cattle. -

The descendants of Hawiye's Ethiopian wife are less numerous than 
their brothers on the side of the Sharifo wife. Prominent among them 
are the Murasade, inhabiting the hinterland immediately to the north 
of the Benadir coast, roughly between El Dere and Harardhere. Also of 
an agropastoralist background, at first they sided with their Abga! 
neighbours in the war against Gen. Aidiid and then SWitched sides. ~~ 
other relatively small Hawiye clans, the Sahwle and the Rarene, inhaoit 
the areas around Babile, near Harar. in eastern ithiopia. Also among 
the "allied clans" are the Ajuran, a now relatively liIIIaU pastoral 
clan living in northeastern Kenya, but with a very illustrios past. In 
pre-colonial times they dominated a multi-clan polity organi~ed as a 
Muslim theocracy. extending from Kalafo to Mogadisho and from Heregh on 
the coast all the w~ dollXl to Kismayo. The Ajuran imamate, was 
overthrollXl by Hawiye and Rahanwiin clans towarda the end of the 17th, 
centur)-, Finally, mention should be made of another important 
Hawiye-allied clan. the mainly pastoralst Hawadle (:fig. 10), 
inhabiting the region from Relet Weyne, southwards'along the Shebelle, 
known for their war-like character. 

1.5 Other Somali clans (non-pastoralists), 
i 

The Rabnwiin and Digil, are sedentary agriculturalsts, 
inhabiting the fertile ,interriverine regions of central and southern 
Somalia, especially between -Brewa and Baidoba. They are the furthest 
removed in culture and language from the majority of the Somali 
population of pastoral background. They attach less importance to 
patrilineal segmentation, have some degree of hierarchic political 
system and hold formal land titles. For these reasons they might be 
derided ~ the other Somalis at times of tension. 

!he Shekbal are a priestly lineage with segments present both in 
central and southern Somalia as well as eastern Ethiopia. In Somalia 
they are known as Shekhal. while in Ethiopia as Shekbash •. They claim 
direct descent from a religious Arab lineage, even if some genealogists 
consider thent as part of the Hawiye. Although traditiollally its members 
were religious sheikhs and qadis. nowadays ~y of them have engaged in 
secular professions. Similar to tbe Shekbal are the Sbarifians, 
another priestly lineage, Both are said to have acquired a certain 
degree of political prominence during Siyad Barre's regime. 
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FlG. 10: TIlE HAWADLE HAWlYE ' 
HAWAOl..E 

Samaialis 
I 

Abdi IYUSSUf Abdllleh'-" Isse ~ige "~e]mogke 
(Mustah:il, Geddo) (!lulo Burti, I (Reer Ugas) 

Delet Weyo) Medel~eyne (Bulo Burti) 

I 
~. I' '-l-' I 

Ali Yeber /\gon Warsamc 
(Jonar. (Johor, (B. Burti. 1 
ShLlono) D. Burti) n. Weyo) 

A eo 
(Johar. 
B. Weyn) 

Note: brackets indicate geographical locations in Somalia (regions or tovms) or nicknames. 
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In the southern historical port towns of Hogadisho. Kerka and 

Brawa·, we find other ethnic groups said to bj! of direct Arab origin, 
mixed with Persian, Turkish and Portuguese blood. Given their lighter 
skin complexion, they are known as ... adde", literally "whites". 
Traditionally engaged in trade, the most important clans are the Reer 
RaDDilr, living in !fogadisho and the Reel" Brawa, in the omonilllous 
city. Lacking any tradition of ~~rfare and any militia, they suffered 
tbe most during the civil war in 1991 and 1992, also because the 
looters considered them to be very rich, owing to their trade. 

In north-west SomaLia (Hargheisa and Sorosa) ~d eas~ern Ethiopia 
(Jijiga)' we find. the origilllli areas of the.low--cast. clans. Gaboye .(or 

. Mitgan). Tumal' and Yibet, These clans are 'considered to. have become' 
"haralll", impure by other somalis. Marriage to them is traditionally 
forbidden and this is a reason why Somalis enquire abo~t genealogical 
origins before consenting to marriage. The origins of their perceived 
"impurity" may he found in the word Gabo}'e, often used to define all 
these groups, refers to the quiver where the arrows of an archer are 
kept. This indi~tes that the Gaboye may originally ha-e been hunters, 
in contrast to the sharia precept that animals should be slaughtered 
with the ritual blessings. The cr~rge of eating dead animals is still 
frequently levelled against them, altho~gh I have not found any 
evidence to support it; More importantly, these clans perform jobs 
considered impure such as hairdressing, blacksmithing, shoemaking and 
craftsmanship. . 

The Yiber in particular, are said to be well-versed in the arts of 
magic and sorcery and for this reason are feared, Given tbaL the Yiber 
consider themselves to be of Israelite origin. as ·their name implies, 
the similarity of tbeir position to that of the Falasha or Beta Israel 
in highland Ethiopia is striking. Both engage in similar jobs 
considered to be "impure" by the majority, are said to possess evil-eye 
powers and are treated as pariah groups, But, in contrast to the 
Falasha, the Yiber have lost any knowledge of Judaism, besides an 
awareness of Israelite ancestry. As a result of the usurpation from 
their former position of power (according to the legend their king was 

'killed by a Muslim sheikh in a magic contest), the Yiber were allowed 
to claim blood money by asking for alms at the birth of every male 
child of "noble" somalis. Given the fear of their sorcery. such alms 
are rarely refused, None of these low cast clans pay diya 
independently, but together with pastoral clans such as the Issak. 
Gadabursi and Jidwak. with whom .they hold a protected status. 
Consistent with his pol icy of modernization, Barre tried to emancipate 
these pariah clans and some of their members held important offices 
during his regime, including the military, As a result the Gaboye were 
his supporters and accordingly expelled after his downfall. On tbe 
other band, they integrated' quite easily with their brothers in 
Ethiopia where their social disadvantage is less felt also due to the 
multlothnic character of Ethiopian society. 
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