EUROPEAN UNION Brussels, 12 February 1997
THE COUNCIL

5895/97
_ LIMITE
DOCUMENT PARTIALLY
ACCESSIBLE TO THE PUBLIC CIREA 13
(17.04.2013)
NOTE |
from :  Presidency
W CIREA

Subject: Somalia .
- information on clan structure

Dslegations will find herewith the report by the special rapporteur from the Netherlands on

the clan structure in Somalia, which consists of two annexes :

- Annex 1 : THE SOMALIA CLAN SYSTEM (From : Somalis in the Horn of Africa,
a short guide to society and history - By :[DELETED |, Field officer
UNHCR/Lo Baku)

- Annex Il : a bibliography,

5895/97 DLico EN
DGH I S1 -



Ministerfe van Justitie

Fmmigratie- en Naturalisatiedienst

Justitie
Pogtadres Postbug 30125, 2500 8C Den Haag asmMa
Schadeldoekshavert 101
lDELETED ] 2537 BM Den Heag
chairman CIREA s mn
cfo Ministry of Justice Fax {070 370 36 08
The Hague
Onderdeel Stafafdeling Ultvoeringsbeleid en Documentate
Contacperscon lDELETED l
Docrkizgrummen(s) (070) 370 3755
Datutn 11 februari 1937
Ons kenmerk §07035/97fIND
Ongetwarp Somalia information
Further to your request Io be provided with a survey on literature on Sotnalia,
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ANNEX |
1. THE SOMALY CLAN SYSIEM

The Somaii social system is defined by anthropologists as
patrilineal segmentary opposition. At the top of the gegaalogical tree
we find the “clan-family", a large group of people identified by a
compon  ancestor, usually considered in Somali oral history to be an
Arab sheikh who immigrated to Somalia, such as the Darod. Further down
the tree we have the “elan" (golo), varying in size and importance,
which often assumes the functions of corporate political groups,
especially during the competition for politicszl power or war. Clams are
divided into sub-clans and lineages (reer). As Lewis {1980) argues,
the bottom line which identifies the most pervasive and fraquently
mobilized social relationship, is the "diya paying group™: This unit,
with a few hundred to a few thousand men, consists of close patrilineal
kinsmen, united by a2 contractual alliance stipulating that they will
pay and receive blood-compensation (diva) together. Thus if a member
of the grouwp is wounded or killed, it becomes the collective
‘responsibility of the group to claim compensation or take revepge. This
Somali Tinsurance policy” ¢an be understeod by the fact that in the
remote and harsh locations where most of the nomads live, membership of

this group is often the only guarantee of protection of 1ife and .

property. This system has however often caused endless bloed feuds that
traditionally involved not only individeal crimes, but alsc disputes
over watering and graziang rights, especially at times of droughts. More
recently they centered around the struggle for political power and the
control of humanitarian aid. '

This social system, characterized by the absence of a hierarchic
chain of autherity has besn described by Lewis (1982) as a “pastoral
degorracy": although clans can have a Sulfan as nominal chiefs, they
represent. more a symbol of clan solidarity, often acting as mediators
and arbitraters, than political powsr and authority. They are "primi
inter pares”"., Thus, in the last instance, rights authority and power
are legitimated by fighting strength within the lineags system. The
lack of centralized system of acvthority is reflected in the extreme
individualism and pride of the Somali character. Similarly to this
* structural authority problem, there is a representation problem, for
all Somali adult men are eligible to participate in elan councils and
are mistrustful to delegate decisions. The memorization of one's

genealogy, stretching 20 to 30 generations from ego to the founder of

the c¢lan, is part of the initiation of voung Sopalis inte aduithood.
All Somalis of pastoralfrural erigin, including females, are zble to
recite them flawlessly, but some of the "urbanized" persecns from
Magadishe or Diiboutl wmight know ooly the basics. In the context of a
society characterized by a pastoralist mode of production genealogies
are, in Lewis's apt definition (1982, p.2), "what a person's address is
in Euwrope" or an identity card for a Protection Officer. They define an
individual's place in sociery, political allegiances and gnmities.

The first division among Somalis is between the main clans of pastoral
origin apd the soethern cultbivators. Among the pastoralists there are
four main clan families: the Darod, the Dir, the Issak and the Hawiye
{fig. 1}. Finally there are merchant, religious and low-cast clans.

The concept of area of origin of & clan is expressed in Somali with the

term deghan, whichk means grazing areaz and will be exzmined below for
all the wmain clans and sub-clens. It should however be noted that some
individuals might have lived in Mogadisho for more than two generations
even if their deghan was elsewhere.
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FIG. 1: THE SOMALI CLAN SYSTEM

SAMTAL
IRIR
DAROD DIR ISLAK' HAW}YE " sAB
' (ShiM)
Marrahan Harti Ogaden Lsa Gadabursi Bimaal | Habargidlr Abgal Murusede Hawadle.

(S. Barre) (SPH) (Dib) (N.W. Som) (S. Som)|(USC/Aidid) (gigéi}

2 { H [ L | Raha!nwiin Diglil
Majertein Dulbahante Warsangeli 8 clans in N.W. {agricult., bantuilzed
{SSDF) -  {USP} : : Somalia) southern clans)

OTHER SOMALI-RELATED CLANS

1)} Low-cast/“pariah”: Gaboye/Mitgan (N.¥. Somalia, E. Ethiopla} 2) Priestly tribe: Shekhash (E. Eth.)
Toupal {N.¥W. Somalia, E. Ethiopia) {same as ahove} Shekhal (8. Som.)}
Yiber (N.W. Som., E. Eth., claiming Israelite origins) . :

1) Arabized merchant tribes: Reer:.aammar {Mogadisho) 4) Somalized Oromos; Jarso (E, Eth.)
Reer Brawa {Brawa)} ~ Akisho (B. Eth,
N.¥. Som}

TRl

Note: in this summarizing table only the most lmportant clans and sub-clans are mentioned.
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FIG. Z2: THE DAROD

DARCD
Seczie KebLlah : Yussuf Tenede 1sse
I . {Avrteba) {Lelkase) ’
MARRARAN Fa Lwe Xophe Kumade Musse Ali Hussain

|

FARTI

{E. Eth}

BULBLMNTE WARSANGELT MAJERTEIN
{N.W., Som} (N.W. Som) {(N.E. Som,

S. Som)

GERI ﬂarla Jubdi ABSIL!.E

Balaad GGAILEN Wejtein JIDWAK
{E. Eth) .

Miyrwalal WHakabul 'Lrteti Yabarre Abeskul

Note: capital letters indicate the most important clans and sub-clans as sociopolitical units; geogra.phical locations

are indxcated only when possible, sinca many clans are scattered in different locations.
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FI16 3: THE MARRAHAN AND OGADEN DAROD
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1.1 The parod (Fig. 2) '
The Darod is the largest elan familiy both in terms ‘of popu}.atian
and territorial extension. The importance of the Darod is also given by
the fact that it gave rise to Siyad Barre's clan, the Marrahan {fig.
3). The Marrahan are located in the southern Geddo region between Lugh
Gapana and Bardera and in the central regions between Dusa Mareb and

Galkayo, around the c¢ities of Gelinsor and Abudwak. The vast majority -

ara therefore from Somalia, with a small overspill in Ethiopia and a
saall pocket near Jijiga. As we shall see below, the Marrahap, although
relatively swall in numbers, acgquired @ disproportionate political and

. mjlitarily importance during the last decade of Barre's regime. The .

Gedde region has been affected by unrest in.recent -times mainly because

 of the infiltration of Islamic fundamntahsts.

One of the largest Darod clans, which gave its name to a regs,on of
what is today Ethiopia is the Ogaden, ({(fig. 3) descending fron
Darod through Absame/Keblelah, While the vast majority of Ogandenis
inhabit the barren areas of eastern Etbiopia, where they traditionally

copducted a pastoral life, some sub-clans inhabit the southern region

between Kismaye and Bardera and the north-eastern regions of Kenya. The
most important sub-clans are the Mohammed Zuber (mainly in eastern
Fthiopia, between Degah Bur and the Somzli border at Ferfer) the Awlian
and the Makabul. Even though most Ogadenis are from Ethiopia, they rose
to politica)l and wmilitary prominence in Somalia where they fled in
hundreds of thousands in the aftermath of the Ogaden war and were
integrated in Somali society by Siyad Barre who was an Ogaden by
mother. The Ogadens have feuded traditionmally with the Issak. Their
milicary wing is the Somali Patriotic Movement (SPM). The Ogadeni
regions in south Somalia have been the theatre of frequent clashes with
the Majertein around Kismayo.

another off~spring of Keblelah are the Harti {fig. 4), a clan
federation whose political corporate identity nommally rests at the
level of its three descendents: Majertein, Dulbahante and VWarsangeli.
The HMajertein are a large clan inhabiting northeast Semaliz. They
were politically prominent in the democratic period {1960-6%9) baut,
afrer the defeat of the Ogaden war in 1978, they rose against Siyad
Barre and formed the first armed opposition movewent, the SSDF. The
“three main sub-clans are, from north to south, the Osman Mabmud
{Bosaso), the Issa Mahmud (Garce} and the Osman Mahmod (Galkayo),
who border with the Habar Ghidir/Hawive. After initial clashes with
fundamentalists in 1991792, these areas have been relatively peaceful.
Sections of Majertein are also present in the southern port of Kismayoe
where they clashed wilth the Ogaden. This c¢lan numbers quite a few
"intellectuals”™ and businessmen, besides pastoralists. The two other
Harti «clans are the Dulbabante and the VWarsangeli, 1living
respectively in the areas arcund Las Anod and Las Koreh, in the eastern
parte of Somaliland. ¥ith a strong pastoralist background, the
Dulbahante were also heavily represented in Siyed Barre's security
apparatus. The Dulbahante also traditionally clashed with the Issak to
their west. Their political wing is the United Somali Party {USP}.
the other hand the Warsangeli are a more peaceful clan of sesmen and

businessmen. The deghans of the Dulbahante and Warsangeli have not .

witnessed any major conflict since 1991, Another Kembe off-spring, but
not through Harti, are the Geri who inbabit the regions around Jijiga
in eastern Ethiopia and have traditionally feuded with the neighbouring
Jarso Oromo clan. Fipally mention should be made of the Lelkase, a
spmall off-spring of Darod who live among the Majertein with whom they
enjoy protected status and pay the "diva"™ with them.
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FIG. 41 THE HARTI DAROD

DAROD
Kebleiah
!(or!lbe
IW}TI
Mohammed (MAJERTEIN) Mohamud Ahii:ed Siid (DULBANANTE)
ﬁmiye B i Musse
) | Wabeyneye Keskikabe Megenlebe Deshishe Gubtenle ~ Abmed (Havag}
ibrahim {Eth.)
J Mohamed | War[abe wmslncsu | | ]
Ali | . Mahmud Barre Mahammad Abdalleh  Aboksr
{"Bidiyan”, Eth) Salfiban
l ] fl Caer Diubeis Raberwa Yahiya Adan
ALd Ugadh Dsman Mahamud  Abdirahin | . {Rinjinlae}
. J Shirshore }
_ | Khalid
Isse Osman . Omar Muh .
— S (Galgala) . Ali Garad Mahamud Garad Abdl 8Sarvad Farah G. “'Bah Ugas"
Hussein Idriss Ahmed Yussuf {Maham. Huss.
I - T 1 _— Hass., Hamud)
Khalef Mohammed Ali  Ibrahim  Ishak  Yonis  Musse
si;frad MJ\ . I
i Wa'is ammad  Ahmed Barkad
Mahad Abdi Isse Jana . .l
. ; ——— Naalleye Samaksb Igaal  All Geri Adas
Mohammed Abdilleh Khalif  Alf  Dulal  Aden .. .

Note: the Dulbahante chart has been adapted from Lewis (1982). All clans are in Somalia, unless otherwise indicated.



1.2 The Dir (fig. 5)
The Dir afe a large clan-family inhabiting North west Somalia,

Diibouti and parts of eastern Ethiopia. They are considered to be the
descendents of the original Somalis and to speak the “purest™ language.
They are composed of three main clans, the Issa, the Gadabursi and
Bigal. W¥hile most Somalis coasider also the Issak as part of the Dir, I
have decided to treat the latter separately following Lewis (1982).

The Issa (fig. 6} are a large clan iphabdbiting the western part
of Somaliland, about one quarter of the territory of Djibouti and the
area of eastern Ethicpia between the border with Djibouti and the city
of Dire-Dava where nost Issa actually live. They are divided into six
sub-clans, three of whom are considered to be the original descendents
of sheikh 1Issa and the other three "allied" clans, wsubsequentiy
_ integrated in the clan. The Issa have developed the most complex and
systematic code of traditional law, the beer Issa and have =
spiritual leader, the Ugas, who, although devoided of insitutionalized
legitimate power, exercizes a grearter spiriteal asuthority than his
peers of other clans. The Ugas is always chosen from & small “allied"
sub~clan, the Wardig, S0 as not to arise rivalries among the main
sub~clags. His seat is in Dire-Dawa, an indication of the strong ties
of this clan with Ethiopia strengthened by the railway connsction and
the chat trade, a stimulant leaf widely chewed ameng Somalis. However
their main claim to fame is that they are the dominant clan in
Piibouti. President Hassan CGuled Aptidon, who rules the country since
independence in 1977, is of the Mamasan/Elaye' sub-clan. Furthermore,
althovgh the &afars, occupy important ministerial positions including
that of Prime HMipister, it is undoubtable that Issas and in particular
the Mamasan occupy the key positions especially concerning security.
They have feuded with the Afars to the morth and with their Gadsbursi
cousins to the east. In North West Somalia their political wing is the
United Somali Front {USF). The area has been relatively peaceful.

The Gadabursi {fig. 7) are the second mein Dir clan inhabiting
the region of North West Somalia around the city of Boroma, their main
urban centre, with an overspill in Ethiopiz almost up to Jijiga., The
three main sub-clans are the Mahad Asse, from Somalia, the Habar Afan,
split across the border with Ethiopia, and the Makahil, mainly in
Ethiopia. They have traditionally been feuding with the Issas to the
west, and with the Issak to the east, but their area has not been
affected by any major conflict since 1991, Given the fertility of their
land they bhave engaged in cultivation with some degree of animal
husbandry. They are considered to have a relative high rate of educated
people and to be a “pragmatic” clanm. Politically they are said to have
given low-profile support to Siyad Darre and bave not viewed with much
favour the idea of Somaliland's independence. Their political wing is
the Somali Democratic Alliance (SDA).

In the southern fertile coastal regions near the Wabi Shebeli we
can find the Bimal (alsc known as Biyvomal), another Dir clan which
adopted cultivation as its main from of subsitence given the favourable
ecological comtext. They are divided in four sub-clans, Saad, Ismin,
Szleiban and Dadow, roughly from Jesira {30 ko, south of Hogadisho)
down to Brawa. A bellicose clan that put up stiff resistance against
Italian colonial cccupation, they have their political-military wing in
the Scuthern Somali National Movement (SSNM). Finally the Gadsen are a
spall Dir clan living in the southern part of the Ogaden.
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FIG, $: THE DIR ,

D?R
sum!ﬁasx zlsa BIMAL | Gadsen
{¥.¥. Som, (D3k, E.Eth, N.W. Som) (8. Som) (E. Eth}
E. Bth)
- Eleye®  Walaadon HoLe Wardiq Horoone Urveyne
: {Furlabe) {Ugas}
Mahad Asse Habar Afan Makahil Ismin I}agow Saleiban Saad

(N.%, Som) (Eth/Soa}) {E. Eth}

o Ok

Note: most Somalis consider the Issak as part of Dir, but the Issak themselves consider their tribe to be the direct
descendent of Arab lmmigrasts from the Prophet’s line. In view of their large numbers and political prominence I
have preferred to treat tl_z;em as a tribal confederation at the same level of eg. the Darod _ ,
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FIG. 6: THE I8SA:

p——snemmt e three Yinitial" clans

Hol

Fur

ISSA )
_l the three “allied"” clans
ie Wardig {the Ugas) Horrone Urweyne
(Bth)} {50% Eth, 50% Djb} (80% Djb, 20X Eth)
Furlabe) .

(50% Eth, 507 Djb)

Rumawaq Wakalishil Gel Walal K. Walal Figi Adolab

Eeleye” Walaaldon
{Eth}
Yussaf Ali
Musse Mamasan

{80% So?, 20% Lth)

Awl Hassen
Saad Yonis Mahure B.{lde
(90% Et {Kohdagob}

108 D)

Maalin Ugadh Huble
R, Godi R, Kul Ali Gurran
{8th) {80% Eth (Eth.)

20% Som) '

Mahadle Salib Farah-Mattan Dulad

Hote: percentages of geographical distributions are approximative
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£1G. 7: THE GADABURSI
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' : GADABURSI
Bah Samaron {"allied clans”) : { SAMARON )}
(80X Eth) _ ]
Gobg—— sy _
Jibreen ; l L
Ali Gaun-— Zuber Makador .
Heeb Jirg——drimte = o w v m e e l
mmlmm mqu MAKLH
' ASSE IL -
_ {cont. below) . {cont, below)}
Musafin MHassan Saad Reer lllamnd Farcle Makail Degaweyne Reer lssa  Habar Yussuf
(50% Eth} (50% Eth) = (Eth) (Eth) - (50% Bth) (50X Bth)  (70% Bth)  (70%-Som)
MABAD ASSE
{Somalia)
Reer Mohaémed Abrain Bahabar Musse DBahabar £1i Aboker Bahabar Aden
{20Z Bth} {20% Eth)
| | MAKAHIL
Makail Dhere Eli Musse DBahabar Abdalleh Baif Hassan Bazannavo
(Eth} {Eth) f {70% Bth, 30X Som} (Eth) {Eth}
: Yc?is
: Jibril Ali Nur Aden
| f © {Bth) I {Eth)
Reer Hlmud Osman Luia Reer D!dub Kaba_ﬁiras arah  Mahamud
{Eth) {Som) {BO% Eth) (Eth} {90X Eth) (Som)
; x —rie

IR

Note: percentages of geographical distributions are approximative, small fractions also 1live 'in Diibouti.



1.3 The Yssak (fiz. 8)

The Issak inhabit the greatest part of. present day Smluand with

an overspill across the Ethiopian border. It is controversial whether
they should be considered a clan-family in its own right (descending
directly from an Arab sheikh}, or just a2 large Dir clan. The Issaks
themselves nowadays do not appear to identify as Dir, but this might
reflect more an attempt to seek lineage legitimation in view of their
current hegemony in Somaliland than genealogical orthodoxy. At any rate
1 have decided to treat them separately because of their numerical and
politieal importance and greater lack of corporate identity as compared
- with the Issa or Gadaborsi.

The Issak are composed of eight clams, four of whon steming fmn )

"sheikh Issak's Ethiopian wife, the Habar Habusheed, and four from the
Somali wife, the Habar Magaadle. The four "Habar Habusheed",
numerically smaller than the “Habar Magasdle", are Ahmed, Musse,
Ibrahim and Mohammad. AU any rate the Habar Habusbeed are normaily
categorized in Tol Jalo (Ahmed) and Hzbar Jale {(Musse), for the
lineages of Ibrahim and Mahsmmad are numerically insignificant. The Tol
Jalo, inhabit the areas between Hargeheisa and the Ethiopian border
with a small overspill in Ethicpia. Given their numerical weakness they

often ally themselves with the large Habar Awal. The Habar Jalo, larger.

than the Tol Jalo, inhabit the region around Burao, and &re engaged in
traditional feuwding and cattle raiding with the Dulbahante and the
- Habar Yunis (see below). &1l clans have a pasteralist background.

- On the side of the Habar Magaadle, we find the Habar Awal, the
lar gest of a1l the Issak clans, which are divided ia two main
sub~clans, the Sasd Musse and the Issa Musse, inhabiting the areas
around Hargheisa and Berbera respectively. The Saad Musse have become a
. mainly agricultural sub-clan, as their Gadabursi neighbours to the
west, with whom they are engaged in traditional feuding. The second
largest clam, the Hsbar Girbajis, are a utering alliance between the
Habar Yunis and the Idagalle, with whon they may ally when fighting
the Habar Awal to the west or the Dulbahante to the sast. They are
located mainly in the Burac and Erigave distriects. Third in numerical
strength, the Arab clan is located to the south of Hargheisa across the
horder with Ethiopia and is occasionally engaged in fewding with the
Saad Musse, compared to which it nvabers about one fourth in size.
. ?mally we find the Ayub are the smallest clan, inhabiting the central
regions of Somaliland. In 1981 the Issaks founded the Somali National
Movement {SNM)} which became the main movement figthing Barre's regime
and Darod domination.

1.4 The Hawive {fig. g}

The Hawiye are 2 large and important clan-famzly said by some
genealogists to be agnatically related to Dir and Yssak, through the
Irir common ancestor. They inhabit the wvast central and southern
regions of Somalis with samall sections living also in Ethiopia and
Kenva. Like the Issa, they are divided into "allied clans",
agnatically unrelated, but who live under Hawiye protection and
consider themselves Hawiye, and the true Hawiye patrilineal desceat
groups. These in turn are divided into Bsh Habusheed (children of an
Ethiopian wife} and the Bah Sherifc (children of a wife of Meccan
origin}), this time resembling the Issak. Their political/military wing,
the United Somali Ccngress {USC), founded in 1990, has largely been
responsible for the final struggle wheh led to the nvarthrcw of Szyaxi
Barre's regime in 1991.
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FIG. 8: THE ISSAK

e HABAR HABUSHEEDY

Habusheed = SHEIKH ISSAK = Magaadle

"HABAR MAGAADLE" amcccmnacu

Ahmed Musse ITbrahim Mahasmad Awal Ayub Girhajis Arab
{TOL JALO) {Sambuur) ('Ibraan)
! Zuber
AhoLer Mchammed Sanene H. Seed R, Ibrahim Ilma Abdalleh Eif
"HABAR JALO" Musse i _
_ Daud Siid Moham. Musse Zuber
(IDAGALLE) I
i Ali Arre Bursuk
"HABAR GIRHAJIS™
Saad issa Egelle Afgab Abaliah El! Jderail Musse Issahag
"HABAR AWAL" )
Issak
Yunis Musse Abdalleh
Aboker Yussuf Makahil  Musse Isse “HABAR YUNIS"
Jibzl'ii Hussein Atdallah Ugadh
- L, . ~= - L KRS T

Note: this chart has been adapted from I.M. lewls (1982); it has not baen possible to establish precise geographical

locations, although possibly 80% of Issaks are in N.W. Somalia and 20% io E. Bthiopis (pius small fractions in’

Diibouti).
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F1G. 9: THE HAWIYE
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g—-mm—"allied cldns" :
___________ t»-}mum:_g_"_-.. e e e o -]
‘!‘ T Meyle iy T
Gurre Gerire Hobor { {AJURAN) HYarrire Hamere

Hallied clans”

Gugundabe

Gedere Megere
Gexltre : {Eth} HAWADLE = (Kenya)
sz "Bah Habusheed' sesstrmmmmeeg "nah Sherife a—
Haskul ' Kerenle Rarene Gorgate Jambele
{Eth} - (Eth}
Mursel  Sahwle Karf!ye Kacgir Dane Mobagmed Mohamud Herre
(MURUSEDE)  {Eth) (Eth) . I  (Geboye)

Hirab

|

Jebedl Jidle

éadiade Jaji elé

Serinsor
1

DIRY (Ken) {Carjenta)

- {DUDIMBLE) {HABAR GI
DARENDOLLE
{liejen !
OsTan Saad Sarur Alr Saleiban
Awarer
Waaiian ABéAL Mobién Ilawealr

Farah Dashene

[ ' ‘ Ulus Sameyeshe Waqujire r——‘!————-& RoLle
Harti Wabuden Warulus_ _ . Haysaw Ab ii

Gatle Gabene

JL:ale Je{ef Barkt’udle Qurda}.e'

Farah Mohammed

Abdui leh Daud

EL‘.' Kabele Hilwele Indeyare Ayanle

Abdi Femle

Muadulod  Mohamud Mertile Meder Kiis DEGé)BI Isée Mesére - GM&EL

{Scm, Ken,
Eth)

Note: all clans are ia Somalia, unles otherwise indicated. Gerre and Gerire are sometimes classified as Dir,

a2



e Apm s o S 18+ e

The Bah Sherifo. give rise to the most numerous and important
* Hawiye clans and &ub-clans. Prom .Gorgate originate the Habar Gidir '’
clan, of a pastoralist background, inhabiting the region between
Galkayo and El Bur, bordering to the north with the Marrahan and
Majertein Darod and to the south with the Murusade, Abgal and Hawadle
Hawiye with whom they occasionally fight. The Habar Gidir heve risen to
intarnational fame bacause they are Gemeral Aidiid's clan, who belongs
to the Saad sub-clan. Equally isportant and nearly as famous are the
Abgat, the clan of Gen. aidiid's archi-rival, Ali Mahdi. Of nomadie
origin, they settled ig the fertile Benadir coast from Mogadisho to
.Meregh in the .17th century, where they turned mainly into
agriculturalists.. Other clans settled -in the Shebelle valley include, K -
the ‘Wadan and the Jambele or Hintire, nowadays mainly farmers and the
Galjel agropastoralists, knowm for their love of camels and cattle.
The descendants of Hawive's Ethiopian wife are less numeraus than
their brothers on the side of the Sharifco wife. Prominent among them
are the ¥Wwusade, inhabiting the hinterland iamediately to the north
of the Benadir coast, roughly between E1 Dere and Harardhere. Also of
an agropastoralist background, af first they sided with their Abgal
neighbours 3in the war against Gen. Aidijd and then switched sides. Two
other relatively small Hawiye clans, the Sahwle and the Rarene, inhabit
the areas around Babile, near Harar, in eastern Ethiopia. Also among
the "allied clans” are the Ajuraam, a now relatively small pastoral
clan living in northeastern Kenya, but with a very illustrios past. In
pra~colonial times they dJominated a3 multi-clan polity organized as a
Muslim theocracy, extending from Ralafo to Mogadisho and from Meregh on
the coast all the way down to Rismave. The Ajuran imamate, was
overthrown by Hawiye and Rahanwiin clans towards the end of the 17th-
ceatury. Finally, oention should be made of another important
Hawive~allied <clan, the mzinly pastoralst Hawadle (fig. 10),
inhabiting the region from Belet Weyne, southwards along the Shebhalle,
known for their war-like character.

.5 Other Somali clans {(non-~

The Rahnwiin and Digil, are sedentary agriculturalsts,
inhabiting the fertile interriverine regions of central and southern
Somalia, especially between Brawa and Baidoba. They are the furthest
removed in culture and lasguage from the wajority of the Somali

“population of pastoral backaround. They attach less impartance to

+  patrilineal segmentation, bhave some degree of hierarchic political

system and hold formal land titles. For these reasons they might be
derided by the other Sowalis at times of tension.

The Shekhal are a priestly lineage with segments present both in
central and southern Somalia as well as eastern Ethiopia. In Somalia
they are known as Shekhal, while in Ethiopia as Shekhash. They claim
direct descent from a religious Arab linsage, even if some genealogists
consider them as part of the Hawiye. Although traditionally its members
were religious sheikhs and qadis, nowadays many of them have engaged in
secular professions. Similar to the Shekhbal are the Sharifians,
another priestly lineage. Both are said to have acquired a certain
degree of political prominence during Sivad Barre's regime.
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FIG. 10: THE HAWADLE HAWIYE .
} HARADLE
Samatalis
Abdi Yussuf Abdelleh Isse Dige Peremogke
{Mustahil, Geddo) (Bulo Burti, | {Reer Ugas)
Balat Weyn) Medeweyne {Bulo Burti}
Ali Yeher Agln Warsame
{Johar, {Johar, {B. Burti,
Shilaho) B. Burti} B. Weyn)
Aden
{Johar,
B. Weyn)

Note: brackets indicale geographical locatbions in Somalis {regions or towns) or nicknames,



In the southern historical port towns of Mogadisho, Merka and
Brawa, we find other ethnic groups said to be of direct Arab origin,
mixed with Persian, Turkish and Portuguese bilood. Given their lighter
skin complexion, they are known as '"'adde", literally "whites™.
Traditionally engaged in trade, the most important clans are the Reer
Hampar, living in Mogadisho and the Reer Brawa, in the omonimous
city. Lacking any tradition of warfare and any militia, they suffered
the most during the civil war in 1991 and 1992, also because the
looters considered thes to be very rich, owing to their trade.

In .north-west Somalia (Hargheisa and Boroma} and eastern Ethiopia

{Jijiga): we find the original areas of the low-cas clans, Gabaye {or -

 Mitpan), Tumal and Yiber. These clans are considered to.have become
"haram'", impure by other somalic. Marriage to them is traditionally
forbidden and this is a reason why Somalis enquire about genealogical
origins before consenting to warriage. The origins of their perceived
“impurity” may be found in the word Gaboye, often used to define all
these groups, refers to the guiver where the arrews of an archer arg
kept. This indicates that the Gaboye may originally have been hunters,
in contrast to the shariaz precept that animals should be slaughtered
with the ritual blessings. The charge of eating dead aniwmals is still
frequently levelled against them, although I have not found any
evidence to support it. Yore importantly, these clans perforz jobs
considered impure such as hairdressing, blacksmithing, shoemaking and
craftsmanship.

The Yiber in particular, are said to be well-versed in the arts of
magic and sorcery and for this reasun are feared. Given that the Yiber
consider themselves to be of Israelite origin, as -their name implies,
the similarity of their position to that of the Falasha or Beta Israel
in  highland Ethiopia is striking. Both engage in similar jobs
considered to be "impure" by the majority, are said to possess evil-aye
powers and are treated as parizh groups. But, is contrast to the
Falasha, the Yiber have lost any koowledge of Judaism, besides an
awareness of Israelite ancestry. As a result of the usurpation from
their former position of power {according to the legend their king was
‘killed by a Muslim sheikh in a magic contest), the Yiber were allowed
to claim blood money by asking for alms at the birth of every male
child of "noble" somalis. Given the fear of their sorcery, such alms
are rarely refusad. Noae of these low cast clans pay diya
independently, but together with pastoral clans such as the Issak,
Gadabursi and Jidwek, with whom they hold a protected status.
Consistent with his policy of modernization, Barre tried fo emancipate
these pariah clans and some of their members held important offices
during his regime, including the military. As a result the Gaboye were
his supporiers and accordingly expelled after his downfall. On the
other bhand, they integrated ~quite easily with their brothers in
Ethiopia where their social disadvantage is less felt alsc due o the
multiethnic character of Ethiopian society.
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