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OUTCOME OF PROCEEDINGS 

of Consultative Commission on Racism and Xenophobia 

on 28 February 1997 

1 . Adoption of the agenda 

The Consultative Commission adopted the agenda as contained in telex No 734 of 

21 February 1997. 

2. 1997 year against racism 

- Progress report 

The Chairman and the Commission representative reported on the opening ceremony for 

"1997 year against racism and xenophobia" and on the proceedings of the ad hoc 

Working Party working under the aegis of the Commission. 

Of the various actions proposed, several Member States had made their choice (thus, 

France would be organizing a seminar for senior magistrates in Bordeaux). Mr Ramirez 

mentioned a Spanish idea to organize a seminar on police training. 

Several delegations provided information on the opening ceremonies which had taken, 

or would be taking, place in the various Member States. 
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3. European Monitoring Centre on Racism and Xenophobia 

- Progress report 

The Working Party emphasized that it intended to be vigilant regarding further 

developments in proceedings concerning the setting up of the Monitoring Centre. In 

particular, the Centre should be able to carry out research, make proposals and act 

independently. 

Mr Glyn Ford , the European Parliament rapporteur on this matter, summarized the 

progress to date, as Parliament was required to discuss this report in April. 

At the close of a debate during which it was suggested that a position be adopted by 

means of a resolution, the Chairman concluded that it was up to each individual to put 

forward his or her comments to his or her delegation to the Working Party in question . 

The Consultative Commission would re-examine the matter at its meeting on 4 April. 

4. Inventory of recent manifestations of racism in Union countries 

Various racist incidents were mentioned under this item. 

5. European political parties and discrimination 

- Organization of a seminar at the European Parliament on a "Code of conduct" 

Mr Van Thijn presented his note entitled" Principles of good practice for political parties 

and non-discrimination" (5534/97 RAXEN 3). 

The Working Party discussed the best way of broaching this subject, further to 

Mr Van Thijn's suggestion to consider a two-stage approach: initially a meeting of 

experts, followed by a meeting (at political level) with the European Parliament. 

The idea of establishing a code of good conduct was approved. The Chairman called on 

Mr Van Thijn to submit a final concrete proposal, on the basis of this discussion, for the 

next meeting . 
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, 
, 6. Education and training 

12638/96 RAXEN 43 

Mr Klecker put forward his ideas on the topic "Education and training" and suggested 

adding a "clearing house" to the Monitoring Centre to provide guidance for all teaching 

and training staff regarding the fight against racism. 

The Consultative Commission's action in this area would be examined in greater depth 

with a view to drawing up a report on education to be attached to or incorporated in the 

end-of-year Report. To prepare this report, Mr Klecker called for contributions by 

30 May on individual views on education to combat racism and xenophobia, indicating 

any cases which created problems. It was pointed out that "educational system" 

should be understood to mean the system as a whole. 

7. Intergovernmental Conference 

Mr Duncan and Mr Zwamborn provided some indications about current progress. 

8. Other business 

Mr Mathieu gave a brief presentation of his document entitled "Criteria for rational 

classification of manifestations of racism and xenophobia". 

The next meeting will be held at 1 0.00 on Friday 4 April 1997. 
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