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Subject:  Funding of terrorism

1. InJanuary 1997, France moved to have "funding of terrorism" placed on the agenda. At the meeting
of the Terrorism Working Party on 10 March 1997 it was decided to organize a seminar on the subject.
All Member States were prepared to outline the situation in their respective countries.
On the basis of contributions from delegations at the meeting on 10 March 1997 and an examination of
any interfaces elsewhere, e.g. in the Working Party on Drugs and Organized Crime, the following

approach could be used for the purpose of organizing a seminar on the subject.

2. The purpose of the symposium could be to:
— exchange information on ideas on and a practical approach to the subject of funding of terrorism in
the Member States.
— Stimulate practical cooperation in this area.
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The approach could be from a tactical and/or strategic perspective.

Tactical approach:
— methods and techniques used by terrorist groups to finance their activities; interfaces with organized

crime and the approach to this problem;

— practical steps to combat the funding of terrorism in the Member States; (open) sources used,
whether or not in combination with one another; bottlenecks both nationally and in international

cooperation.

Strategic:

Consideration of national and international financial transactions from a more strategic perspective.
Unusual or suspect financial transactions may be traced on the basis of indicators and/or suspect
organizations. A registration centre for unusual transactions, such as that operating in the Member
States, is important in this regard, as are the recording of trends and developments with regard to

financial flows.

3. Proposal:

— The above aims should be approved. At a later stage, it may be necessary in practice to examine

existing national law and regulations and, on this basis, to consider further steps.

— Prior to the seminar, the Member States should submit a written description of the tactical aspects,
as set out under point 2. The contribution towards the terrorist threat document could be used as a
guideline here.

The level of terrorism experts' training and know-how with regard to financial flows could be dealt

with in this context.
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— The Netherlands delegation is willing to give a presentation on the strategic approach to financial

flows at the seminar.

— A link-up should be sought with the activities of the Working Party on Drugs and Organized Crime

(e.g. the meeting in Brussels on 24 and 25 February 1997 on the question of money laundering).
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